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PREFACE. 


HE following Letters were written 

under very adverſe circumſtances, in 
a part of France remote from the beaten 
track in which travellers generally keep, and 
where curioſity has ſeldom led to obſerva- 
tion. As connected with that ſtupendous 
object, which has concentrated the attention 
not only of Europe, but of every quarter of 
this planet where human communications 
reach, they are offered to the Public. A con- 
ſiderable part of the collection was unavoid- 
ably dedicated to matters which muſt, from 
their nature, be unintereſting to a majority 


of readers; but the author truſts to the im- 


portance 


$ + 
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portance of the ſubject to compenſate for the 
poverty of the relation. Since his return to 
England they have been reviſed; and would 
have been earlier ſent to the preſs, had not 


reaſons of a private nature interpoſed to pro- 


craſtinate his intention, 
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On board le Marat, 
Breſt, 9th Nov. 1794 
Aenee of thoſe flattering promiſes, 
{ A which we exchanged at parting, to meet 
for a few days in London, about Chriſtmas next, 
provided the exigencies of ſervice would permit, 
mult be ſuſpended for the preſent—to be fulfilled 
when—is one of thoſe ſecrets of futurity, which I 
dare not truſt my imagination to anticipate. 
I he wayward fortune of your friend has again * 
expoſed him to be taken by the © inſolent foe,” 
after an unſucceſsful, but I truſt not inglorious 
combat, againſt very ſuperior force. This diſaſ- 
trous event happened on the 6th inſtant. F—— 


wv DEAR FRIEND, © 
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The writer was taken priſoner in the laſt war in America. 

+ Here followed a minute relation of the battle, which 
the Alexander ſuſtained for two hours and a quarter, againſt 
| | 5 | three 


LETTERS FROM FRANCE | 


To our great ſurprize, the enemy's ſhips con- 
tinued to fire upon us after our colours were 
ſtruck, At firſt we conceived, that this unpro- 
voked prolongation of hoſtilities Troſc'f from their 


not ſeeing that we had ſurrendered ; but when 


their knowledge of this event could no longer 
be doubted, and the firing did not ceaſe, ſome 


among us, joining to this conduct a recollection 
of the decree of the convention, which forbade 


quarter to be extended to Engliſhmen, were al- 
moſt ready to e that it was deſigned to be 


three ſhips, oh of her e own firength, and juſt before ſhe 
ſtruck aocinſt 2 e. But as all the circumſtances of the 
action, and of the cauſes which led to it, have been detailed 
by him, who like Cæſar, knew not only how to execute, but 
to narrate deeds of glory, I have thought it right to ſuppreſs 
my deſcription; and beg leave to refer the reader to the ofti= 
cial letter of Captain, now Rear Admiral Bligh, which ap- 
peared in the Gazette, either about” the latter end of Ja- 
nuary, or the beginning of February, 17956. The names 
and force of the ſquadron by which we were taken, were as 
follows, under the command of Contre- Amaral Nelly. 


Guns, Guns, 


Le Tigre, + is 34 e 8 


Les Droits de 3 88 74 La Gentile, - 40 
Le Jean Bart, 74 La Charente, — 40 


Le Pelletier, «- = 74 Le Papillon, 73 14 
Le Marat, 8 7 „ 
executed 
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executed up u and ſo irritated were our ſea- 
men, by this apparently wanton continuation of 
attack, that they had once nearly determined to 
renew the fight, and fell their lives as dearly 
as poſſible. At length, however, their firing 
ceaſed. ff.. 
Knowing from {ad experience, that in ſuch a 
ſituation all diſtinction of property is confounded, 
and that the officers and public ſtores of the ſhip 
become at once the indiſcriminate prey of the 


enemy and their own crew, I left the deck, and 


deſcended into the bread-room. There I had in 
the morning depoſited one of my trunks, out of 
which I filled a clothes-bag with ſuch neceſſaries 
as I thought would be moſt uſeful to me, and 
left it in the charge of my ſervant, while I en- 
deavoured to fave a part of what a very large 
trunk, lodged in the -marine ſtore-room, contain- 
ed. But this reſolution I was incapable of effect- 
ing. The cock- pit, which J was obliged to paſs 
through, preſented ſuch a ſcene of miſery, as ba- 
niſhed every feeling, butſorrow and pity. I. found 
myſelf encompaſſed at once by the dead and the 
dying. The groans of the latter, joined to-the 
cries of the wounded, on whom operations were 
B 2 performing 
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"peſo orming by the ſurgeon, and to the blood | 
which overflowed my ma filled me with barten | 
and nc. 9 or e 


” 0 Sight ſo ch e bean of rock could "i £5 
40 Dry-ey'd | behold ? — 1 0 iron. 


IE: er quelled my beſt of man ;” and, after two 
ineffectual attempts to penetrate acroſs this ſtage 
of woe, I returned to my ſervant, and made a 


few farther arrangements of what was left to 
me.: > EE mp Ctr) 
By this time the French boats had boarded 


us, and taken poſſeſſion of the ſhip. When I 

- attempted to aſcend to the deck, I found every 
hatchway guarded by French ſentinels, who re- 
fuſed to let me paſs. In vain did I expoſtulate 
with them; all the anſwer J could obtain was, 
Citoyen, tels ſont mes ordres. Fe ſuis republicain P! 
At length I ſaw a French officer, and begged 
his interference, which, after ſome heſitation, 


was granted, and on his ſpeaking to the ſen- 


tinel, I was ſuffered to proceed to the deck, 


where I found all that confuſion and diſorder 


_ reigning which 1 had expected. The Admiral 
bad, I learned, been * ſent away. I en- 
pt, 8.6 NO 


. 
2 
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quired for the French commanding officer, and 
was directed to a reſpectable looking old man, 
to whom I preſented: my ſword, telling him, at 
the fame time, that I hoped, and truſted, we 
ſhould be allowed to retain. our private pro- 
perty, and be protected from pillage. He an- 
ſwered me, that we certainly ſhould. I had, 
however, but juſt turned from him, when a 
French officer ſeized on my croſs- Belt, and de- 
manded it. On my refuſing to comply with 
this mandate, he ſaid it was arms; which I de- 
nied, and bade him, if he thought I had not 
made a full ſurrender of thoſe, to ſearch me. 
To all the arguments and proteſtations which 
I could uſe, this gentleman thought proper to 
anſwer by force only ; ſo that, finding farther 
reſiſtance vain, I yielded up the belt to him, 
when his motive for diveſting me of this dan- 
gerous implement of war, at once appeared 
a large ſilver plate, which was attached to it, 
being the bait. This he very compoſedly 
took off and put in his pocket, trailing the 
belt careleſsly along after him as he marched 
away. 1 | 7 . 
The commanding officer being extremely 
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urgent that we ſhould” quit the ſhip directly, 


I got leave to make another effort to recover 
ſome more of my effects; but univerſal plun- 
der and uproar had now taken place. The 


ſtore- rooms and cabins were broken open and 


pillaged, and the moſt brutal exceſſes com- 
mitted, I was ſurprized to find the French 
ſeamen and ſoldiers even more forward than 


our own, in ſearching for wine and ſpirits, and 


equally eager to intoxicate themſelves: a new _ 
trait in their national character. ö 

About four o clock I quitted the Alexander, 
carrying with me my bag, which was all I had 
been able to fave; and was conducted, with ſe- 
veral other officers, on board Le Marat, a name 
of ill omen, and not too predictive, thought I, 


when I heard it proclaimed, of the virtues of hu- 


manity and generoſity. Here I found our gal- 
lant and reſpected commander, who introduced 
me to Captain Le Franq, the commander of the 
ſhip, by whom I was civilly received. This gen- 


| tleman ſpeaks very good Engliſh, which he learn- 


ed in the laſt war, when he was a priſoner in 
England and in the Eaſt Indies. In a very can- 


did manner, he Pe deſired us not to. be 


under 
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under any apprehenſions 227 the treatment a 
which we were to receive; for that if he, or Fri 
of his officers or men, ſhould 'be found guilty 


of ill uſing priſoners of war, che republic w wo ald 5 


puniſh the offenders. When we com ed to 
him of having been plundered, he proteſted, | 
that he had given t the ſtricteſt orders. to forbid i it 
to t thoſe who had boarded us; ; and that he w as 
ſure they could not be the authors of e our loſes 
as his officers were all gentlemen (he ſpoke i in 
Engliſh) and his men in a ſtate of the moſt ex 
emplary diſcipline. We anſwered, that amor 
the great number of boats which had boarded the 
Alexander, from every ſhip in the ſquadron, : Ir 
was impoſlible for ſtrangers to point o out either the 
names or the perſons, « or the ſhips to which the 
parties might belong ; ; and that we chiefly attri- 
buted our loſſes to the precipitancy by which 
we had been compelled to quit our own ſhip. 
Upon hearing this, Captain Le Franq very fairly 


. 18 


and honourably propoſed, that one of ourſelves 
ſhould be ſelected, and ſent on board the Alex- 
ander, in order to bring away whatever could be : 
found belonging to any of us. We thanked him 
for his offer, and embraced it; ; but the officer 

. B 4 who 
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who went on this ſervice was s able to on very 
little. Some few articles, indeed, he did recover 3 


and to-day, as many more of us as choſe to go 
again on a ſimilar errand, were permitted, and 


'F rench officers, were ſent with. us, to enforce the 


order for a ſearch: it was conducted in a very 
open and liberal manner, although it ended almoſt 

as ſruitleſsly as the former, the poſſeſſors of their 
newly acquired property baving taken effectual 
means to ſecrete nine parts in ten of it from our 
ſcrutiny. My large trunk, however, I diſcovered, 
cloſe. to the door of the ſtore- room, wherein it 
had been depoſited. I bleſſed my good fortune, 
and ſprang to it : but what was my mortification, 
to find, that of all its former treaſures (having 
cloſely packed it with my moſt valuable articles) 

nothing remained but two bits of black ribbon, 
ſerving to faſten my gorget! 


We had been more than two hours in Captain 


Le Franq's cabin, without having had any re- 
| freſhment offered to us, when, at about . ſix 
: o'clock, ſupper was announced. The captain, 
inviting Admiral Bligh, and all of us, to follow 
him, led us into the ward-room, where we found 


me banquet ſpread, and all the officers of the 
| etat- 


- IN THE YEAR I70þ. + 


etat- major, or ward-room meſs, aſſembled. I 
was no ſtranger (as you know) to the cuſtoms 
of the French on land, which were never re- 
markable for delicacy and cleanlineſs ; but T had 
never before ſeen their mode of living on board 
their ſhips of war. Our entertainment was ſerved 
up on a large clumſy deal table, which was placed 
(to ſpeak 1 in ſea-language) not fore and aft, but 
athwart ſhip, very awkwardly and inconveniently, 
furrounded by benches and lockers, and in place 


ol a table- cloth was covered by a piece of green 


painted canvas. | Sweet are the joys of hunger, 


on ſuch an occaſion! After à faſt of thirteen 
hours, and that in a day of ſuch unceaſing agita- 
tion as we had paſſed, neither this circumſtance, 


nor the garlic with which the meat abounded; 
vor a want of knives and forks, and a change of 
plates; nor the battling of the moufes (dirty 


ragged cabin-boys) for the ſcraps which were left; 
nor the appearance of the company, who all fat 


with their hats, or red caps, on; nor their voci- 
feration of the word Citoyen, the only title they 
uſed in pledging each other to republican roaſts, 
could prevent me from making a moſt ſatisfactory 
fepaſt. Nothing ſhort of the evidence of my 


ſenſes 
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ſenſes 3 nevertheleſs, have made me - believe, 
that ſo much filthineſs could be quietly ſubmitted 
to, when it might be ſo eaſily prevented. Indeed, 


a ſhip is in All ſituations very unfavourable to 


ſcrupulous nicety; but no deſcription can convey 
an adequate idea to a Britiſh naval officer, who 
has not witneſſed it, of the groſs and polluted 


| Nate in which the French habitually keep all 


parts of their veſſels, if I may judge from what 
I ſee in this. And to complete the jeſt, Captain 
Le Franq has more than once boaſted to us of 
the ſuperior attention which he pays to the clean- 


lineſs of his ſhip. 
In the courſe of our converſation at ſupper, 


we learned, that this ſquadron had been pur- 


poſely diſpatched from Breſt, to intercept us on 
our outward- bound paſſage, being furniſhed wich. 


exact intelligence of the time we had put into 
Plymouth, and of our force and deſtination *. 


But 


* The Alexander failed from Portſmouth on the 1 3th of 
September, having under her command the Canada of 74, 
guns, the Adamant of 50, the Thorn ſloop, and a convoy 
bound to the Mediterranean. Owing to foul winds we put 


into Plymouth on the r6th, whence we failed on the 26th | 


. e 
0 _ : 
del OS **. 
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But to proceed with the e of your 
friend in a regular detail. After ſupper, Admiral 
Bligh, and thoſe officers who had ſaved their beds, 
went up into the cabin, where places to ſleep in 
were allotted to them, while a fail was ſpread 
below, for the majority who had loſt their's, in 
which number I was included. This humble 
couch, which was as good as cireumſtances would 
allow our hoſts to furniſh, or as we could reaſon- 


ably expect, would have been perfectly ſatis- 
_ to us, had we been permitted to retire to 


But our entertainers, no longer checked by 
4 preſence « of their chich, who had retired, and 


of the ſame 1 The Adamant and Thorn, ww the 
merchant ſhips, parted from us off Cape St. Vincent. The 
Canada was in company when we were chaſed, ſaw us en- 
gage, and ſtrike. Her ſignal was made, to join and ſupport 


us; but this, which ſhe attempted, a manceuvre of the 


enemy prevented her from executing : Captain Hamilton, 


who commanded her, then very properly began his retreat. 


Malevolence was not wanting to attack his character upon 
this occaſion; but I am happy in bearing my teſtimony, 


that farther perſeverance on his fide was not wiſhed by us, 


as it would have cauſed only an uſeleſs effuſion of blood, 
and the capture of two Britiſh ſhips of the line, inſtead of 


one. 5 
clad 


— — 


re - 
> IP 
— ASA LE 22567 
- — — — 
— 8 N — 
= 2 <3 KY A 4 294 I 


—— e s 
Abi. —— BY 2 * —— 
. you —— — — 
— e 
— ey ns > p n nn 


12 LEETERS FROM FRANCE 


elated by victory, and by an anticipation of the 
triumph which awaited them at Breſt,” on the 
novel and glorious atchievement of capturing a 


Britiſh 74 gun ſhip, now called for a freſh ſupply 


of wine, and began to ſing, in a loud key, repub- 


lican': ſongs, which were interrupted only by 


queſtions to us, that delicacy ſhould have with- 


Holden them from aſking. One of them, taking 
a candle in his hand, begged me to look at two 


prints of heads, as large as life, of Pelletier and ; 
Marat, © Ah!” ſaid he, pointing to the latter, 
behold the friend of the people! he who ſhed 
& his blood for them!” I looked, as he had 
deſired me, and thought I ſaw all the diabolical 
qualities, by which that monſter was marked in 
his life-time, depicted in this portrait. Pru- 


dence, however, kept me ſilent. Poor Pelletier 


came in for no ſhare of this gentleman's eulogy ; 


and as to Robeſpierre, they all ſpoke of him, and 


« bis reign,” with great bitterneſs and deteſta- 
tion. | ' 
We were ale to fi at a very early 


£ 


hour next morning, the ſail on which we had 


flept being wanted. I would willingly have 
walked on the quarter-deck, according to the 
RI 
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Engliſh cuſtom ; but it was ſo crowded by the 


men, and ſo greaſy and ſlippery, that I found it 


impracticable. The captain, overhearing us talk 


on this ſubject, very gravely ſaid, that he never 


allowed his people to eat between decks, but 
always made them do ſo upon deck, in order to 
keep bis ſhip clean. When we ſaw that after theſe 


meals they neither ſcraped nor waſhed the decks, 


we were at no loſs to account for the ſtate in 


which we found them; and no doubt thoſe whom 
it profeſſionally concerned, duly noted this cu- 


rious improvement in the e of a LINE | 


of war. 


About eight o'clock the boatſwain fo 4% 
mates went to the different hatchways of the 


ſhip, and ſummoned the crew in a loud voice, 
e aux prieres.” My ignorance of what theſe 
prayers might be, did not long continue. The 
quarter- deck was immediately thronged by men 
and officers, who with united voice ſang the 
Marſeilles Hymn, with a fervor and enthuſiaſm 


of manner which aſtoniſhed me. I had heard | 
it at a diſtance on the preceding evening; and 


upon enquiry learned, that it was thus publickly 
performed twice a day, by order of the govern- 


ment. | 


* 
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ment. The ſublime muſic. of this fine rice om 
poſition, the gaiety breathed by the Carmagnole, 


and by many other popular airs which are conti- 


nually m their mouths, during their moſt ordinary 
occupations, muſt produce a prodigious effect on 
the pliant minds of Frenchmen, and highly con- 
tribute to invigorate that ſpirit of idolatry for a 
republic, and that hatred and contempt of mo- 
narchy, which it is ſo much the intereſt of their 
leaders to encourage. I need not point out to 
you the good policy of ſuch national eſtabliſn 
ments, and how deep a knowledge of human 
nature they manifeſt; perhaps no other country 
is ſo culpably indifferent to the foundation of 

fimilar inſtitutions as our own. We fire, indeed, 

a few lazy guns on the anniverſaries of the King's 
birth, acceſſion, and other ſimilar occaſions; but 


we never ſtimulate the paſſions of our ſoldiery, 
by recalling to their memories, in periodic exhi- 


bitions, the days on which their forefathers won 


the fields of Agincourt, Blenheim, and Minden; 


nor re- animate the ardent energy of our ſeamen, 


by public recitals of the victories of a Ruſſel, a 


Hawke, a Rodney, and a Howe. And yet the 
hiſtories of the greateſt nations, both ancient and 
g modern, 
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modern; : ſufficiently demonſtrate the power of 


ſuch exhibitions over the human mind ; and juſ- 
tify me in affirming, that no people ever roſe to 
ſuperlative dominion who did nor- employ them. 
How would the flame of heroiſm be enkindled 


in our youth, on hearing theſe. celebrations per- 


formed by the veterans of Chelſea and Green- 
wich! And what ſtill more important ſentiments 
| would be diffuſed through the maſs of our peo- 
ple, if they were frequently reminded of thoſe 


glorious æras, when John was compelled to ſign 


Magna Charta; and when the declaration of the 
rights of the people was made the foundation of 
William's throne ! ; 


This digreſſion towards a country, whith buſy | 


remembrance points to with unceaſing anxiety, 


could not be ſuppreſſed. To proceed with my 


obſervations here: The republican ſpirit is in- 
culcated not in ſongs only, for in every part of the 
ſhip I find emblems purpoſely diſplayed to awa- 
ken it. All the orders relating to the diſcipline 
of the crew are hung up, and prefaced by the 


words Liberté, Egalite, Fraternite, oy la Mort, 


written in capital letters. The Bonnet rouge, or 
cap of liberty, is erected in ſeveral places, and 
_ _ crowns 


md 
+8 
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Crowns the figure on the prow of the ws which 
repreſents the demagogue whoſe name ſhe bears, 
and on which is written an extract from the de- 
claration of the rights of man. In the cabin (to 
; which the officers are entitled to reſort at all 
times) Liberte & E galite are pourtrayed i in fe- 
male characters, the former brandiſhing a ſword, 
and the latter nurſing a numerous offspring, with 
impartial attention to the wants of all. But a pic- 
ture of another ſort alſo caught my eye: it was 
paſted on the ouz/ide of a door, which led to the 
apartment of an officer, and repreſented the prime 
miniſter of Great Britain conducting to a guillotine 
his blindfolded ſovereign. The perſon to whom _ 
it belonged, on ſceing me regard it with mingled 
indignation and contempt, would have begun a 
. converſation on the ſubject, had I not prevented 
him by turning my back and walking away. In- 
deed, next to the poor emigrants, Mr. Pitt, or 
« Miniſtre Peet,” as they always call him, ſeems 
to be the primary object of their abhorrence. 
Hated name! never breathed but in curſes, never 
coupled but with execrations ! To hear them, 
one would ſuppoſe that he is the only. man in 
England . to their growing republic. Even 
: Captain 
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Grein Le Franq, who has certainly hitherto 
behaved towards us with more delicacy than the 
other officers, did not ſcruple to call him « a 


« Robeſpierre.” To argue with theſe people 1 


find impoſſible ; © but to be grave exceeds all 


« power of face.” My only reſource, on ſuch 
occaſions, is to aſk ſome queſtion foreign to the 
ſubject they wiſh to talk upon: even here I can 
make no progreſs ; I am either repulſed by want 
of common knowledge, or bewildered in contra- 
dition. Having eſtabliſhed it as a maxim, that 


ſome degree of information may always be gain- 


ed by talking to men of their own profeſſions, 1 
am as inquiſitive as I modeſtly can be, about 


thetr naval inſtitutions. | Bur, if my queſtion be 
heard by more than one, ſuch ſhocking. abrupt 


oppoſitions of opinion follow, and ſo pertina- 


ciouſly does each party defend his aſſertion on the 


moſt ordinary points, that my only alternative, to 
prevent a perfect equilibrium of mind, is to 
place the little confidence left at my diſpoſal in 


the champion who has been leaſt violent and vo- 


ciferous; agreeably to the old obſervation, which 
ſays, the ſtill ſtream is the deepeſt, Their ig- 
norance, indeed, upon almoſt every ſubject which 

| 8 has 
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hes been ſtated, is deplorable. Os cr 


pure fimplicity of heart, aſked me if London 
were as large as Breſt ? I was contented to an- 
ſwer him, by faying I had never ſeen Breft. He | 

was greatly furprized, on being informed that 


London is a ſea- port; and, to recompenſe me for 
my intelligence, told me Paris did not enjoy 
that advantage, as he had heard, for he confeſſed 


| he had never been there. A ſecond had read 
Shakeſpeare, and did not like him; he was 


<« too e %. —< Pray, fir, do you allude to any 
« particular play? He ſeemed confounded; but, 
after ſome heſitation, ſaid, © Yes, to Paucippe. 


To Paucippe!“ exclaimed I; & you miſtake 


ce the name, there is not any of his plays which 
« bears ſuch a title.” He was confident he was 
right, and therefore I begged to know the fable 
of the piece, or the names of the other cha- 
raters; but with them, this critical reader did 
not pretend to any acquaintance. I need not ob- 
ſerve to you, that none of theſe officers had ever 
ſerved in the navy of France, but in the moſt 
ſubordinate capacities, under the king s govern- 
ment, except the captain, who had commanded 


a cutter under Monſieur de Suffrein, but who 


* 
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had nevertheleſs been bred up in the ſervice of 
the Eaſt India company. | 
Weanchored in Breſt-Water about three o'clock 
this morning, and I preſume to hope we ſhall 
very ſoon be ſent on ſhore ; but whether, or not, 
on parole, does not ſeem quite clear. They an- 
ſwer with great ambiguity, and apparent unwil- 
lingneſs, to all queſtions on this head, pretending 
that they are ignorant of what is cuſtomary, but 
aſſuring us that we ſhall be treated well. To 
be ſhut up in a priſon, in this cold and dreary 
ſeaſon that is coming on, is what I dread to look 
forward to. We frequently deſcribe. to them 
the parole which is allowed to all French officers 
in England. But, whatever is to be our lot, 1 
ſhall not wonder at their taking almoſt any ſtep 
to rid themſelves of ſo numerous a troop of in- 
truders on their ſociety and table. Their own 
meſs conſiſts of ſixteen perſons, beſides the cap- 
tain, who lives in common with his officers, al- 
though this aſſociation, they tell me, is forbidden 
in their naval inſtructions; but it ſeems theſe 
little deviations are winked at, in certain caſes, to 
prevent the too weighty tax of a ſeparate table. 
We breakfaſt every morning at nine o'clock.on 
"Sa Glouceſter 
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Gloucefter cheeſe (taken out of an Engliſh prize) 
good brown bread, called pain d'egalite, which 
they bake on board, and a thin acid claret, of 


which the Frenchmen drink very liberally. This 
does not ſeem to argue the ſcarcity of flour 


among them, which has been ſo much inſiſted 
upon in England. A hint of this was dropped, 
and great deriſion followed, on their part, at the 
idea of ſtarving ſuch a country as France, by 


cutting off a few caſual ſupplies by ſea. We 


dine between twelve and one, and ſup between 


fix and ſeven o'clock. On all theſe occaſions 
there is a ſufficient. quantity of proviſions pro- 
vided, though the dirty ſtate in which it is ſerved 
up, would diſguſt a Hottentot. I have men- 
tioned before, that during our meals we are ſur- 


rounded by filthy ragged cabin-boys, whoſe ap- 


pearance, contentions and impertinence, are in- 


tolerable. Among this crew of little blackguards, 


two were pointed out to me as the ſon and 
nephew of Delcher, who is one of the repreſen- 


tatives from the Weſtern Pyrenees to the con- 
vention. It is certain, that when J challenged 


the boys with it, they confirmed it to me, and 
ſeemed to glory in their ſituation. I was alſo 


ſhown | 
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frown a third boy, about eleven years old, who 2 
is the ſon of an emigrated nobleman. In him, 
nature is not quite ſubdued : Le petit —= | 
« pleure quelquefois,” faid one of the Ma 
to me. 

I have 8 to mention before, that on 
the day of our being brought on board the 
Marat, we were ſhown their furnace (which i is 
the oven) for heating ſhot. It is well contrived, 
and the balls, by means of a pair of bellows, 
would ſoon be made red-hot ; but I doubt not 
that © even-handed juſtice” will oftener render. 
this dreadful implement of deſtruction, like 
te the ingredients of the poiſoned chalice, rather 
« the plague of the inventor,” than the deſtroyer, 
of the objects of its vengeance. The motion 
of a ſhip at ſea muſt, I apprehend, not only 
cauſe its effect to be very precarious, but its 
uſe very dangerous. Be this as it may, every 
thing here was prepared, the faggots were laid, 
and the ſhot were placed between them; and 
they aſſured us, that in the moment | we had 
ſtruck, they were juſt going to heat them for 
us: a confeſſion which, conſidering the odds 
that we had fought againſt, was not very ho- 

8 C3 | nourable 
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nourable to republican gallantry. All their 
' ſhips of war, they told us, were provided with 
ſimilar furnaces. 

In the little time I have been in my new ſitua- 
tion, nothing has ſurprized me more than the 
quantity of Engliſh articles I every where ob- 
ſerve. The cheeſe, as I ſaid before, was Glou- 


ceſter; to which I might have added, that the 


plates it was ſerved upon were Stafford, and the 
. Knives it was cut by were Sheffield, while the 
coats, hats, and ſhoes of thoſe who were eating 
it, were alſo chiefly of Britiſh manufactures. 
« Prize, prize,” is the only anſwer we receive 
to our enquiries. Surely what one of their of- 
ficers told me cannot be true! Seeing me juſt 
now looking up one of the arms which help 


to form this capacious port, and which is 


crowded with ſhipping, he affured me that 


they were all Engliſh, and not leſs than 400 


in number. It is too well aſcertained, that 
the French have been, during the preſent war, 
wonderfully ſucceſsful againſt our trading veſ- 
ſels. Their frigates, I am informed, cruize in 
ſmall detached ſquadrons to the weſtward of 


Europe; whilſt we confine ours almoſt totally 
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to the Channel, which I preſume to conſider a 
very injudicious diſpoſition of them, in a war 
wherein the enemy have no privateers, and 
when conſequently the little ports on the French 
coaſt, within Uſhant, ſhould be leſs objects of 
our jealouſy than heretofore. Provided our 
grand fleet can, after a parade off Breſt, return 
into Spithead or Torbay, without being mate- 
rially damaged by the weather, we ſeem to be 
fatisfied, and conclude thar all is going on well 
on the waters. VU 
dills on London, during my probable term of 
reſidence in this country, is not the ſmalleſt of 
my inquietudes. I have hinted the difficulty to 
Captain Le Franq but from his real or aſ- 
ſumed ignorance, one might be led to ſuppoſe, 
that paper- money had always been the only 
currency of France. The little caſh I had by 


me, I took care to ſecure in my pocket, which 


| eſcaped unſearched. It is, however, very ina- 
dequate to adminiſter to my wants, ſtripped as 
J amalmoſt to my laſt ſhirt. Small as it is, 
ſomething like an attack was made upon it juſt 
now. An old militaire, who is captain of the 
— C4 | troops 
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troops on board; came to me, and, with many 
profeſſions of eſteem, offered to ſerve me, by 
giving me, in exchange for Engliſh guineas, 
twenty-four livres in paper, each; aſſuring me 
that J ſhould ſubject myſelf to diſagreeable con- 
ſequences, by offering to purchaſe with gold, 
when I might land. He brought the afſignats 
in his hand to tempt me: but I begged leave, 
with a profuſion of compliments, to decline 
this courteous propoſal. Surely gold and /. 
fignats cannot be deemed by all Frenchmen of 
equal value! Nous verrons ! At preſent all is 
myſtery to me. This ſaid captain has a ſon on 
board, a fine youth, who is a corporal in his 
father's company. | 
Admiral Bligh is gone on trite bk with 
the French captain, in order to be taken before 
the repreſentatives on miſſion here. He will 
probably gain ſome intelligence of what we are 
deſtined to, and we expect his return with im- 
patience.. We are too well acquainted. with his 
feelings and ſentiments, to doubt that he will 
heſitate to ſacrifice even his own perſonal com- 
forts to promote ours, and to Proves our being 
ſeparated from him. - 


Upon 
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Upon ſurrendering our ſwords we were given 
to underſtand, that they ſhould be reſtored to us, 


agreeably to the uſages of war amang civilized 


nations, but nothing has been lately ſaid of this 
reſtitution ; and the F rench officers, on being 


aſked about ir, only ſhake their heads, and plead 
ignorance. —How unlike the poliſhed generoſity 


which once diſtinguiſhed Frenchmen towards 


enemies, who, in ſubmitting to the imperious 
neceſſity of war, yielded up arms without a ſtain} 
——Adieu! _ 
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EN nn 


Normandie, priſon-ſhip, in 
Breſt- Water, rit Dec. 1794. 
MUST continue to write on to you, as if I 
had the means of regularly tranſmitting my 
letters. In the horrid dungeon in which J am 
now immured, it forms my only conſolation 
to talk to you, although you cannot hear me; 
and to complain to. you, although you Cannot 
fuccour me. | 
Two days after the date of my V firſt 3 we 
were all, except Admiral Bligh, ſent from Le 
Marat, on board this priſon-ſhip. Such a change 
did not much ſurprize us; for the reception 
which the Admiral experienced from the repre- 
fentatives, was fo cold and myſterious, as to af- 
ford neither intelligence nor conſolation; and 
Le Franq, who was his introducer and inter- 
preter, affected utter ignorance of their inten- 
tions towards us. 
Our ſituation here is antics de. The 
captain of the veſſel and his lieutenants are men 


3 e £ of 
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of ferocious manners and brutal behaviour, high- 
flying patriots, whoſe ſupreme delight conſiſts in 
blaſpheming all revealed religion, and in abuſing 
the Engliſh nation. In the day-time we have 
nominally the liberty of walking upon the deck ; 
but this privilege is frequently ſo curtailed, by 
the caprices of our gaolers, as to amount al- 
moſt to a prohibition. At night we are crowded 
into a ſmall cabin, and hardly allowed light 
enough to undreſs ourſelves by. Luckily, how- 
ever, I have recovered my mattreſs and a couple 
of blankets. We eat with the officers of the 
| ſhip, who are allowed a 7raiement,. or table- 
money, of three livres ſix ſols a day, beſides a 
ration of proviſions, for each of us; ſo that the 
fault does not ſeem to be imputable to the 
vernment. But either the markets of Breſt are 
extravagantly dear, or theſe patriotic gentlemen 
make an advantage of us; for hardly a day paſſes 
in which we have a ſufficiency of any thing but 
coarſe brown, or rather black, bread, ſo full of 
ſandy particles as to be almoſt uneatable. Our 
breakfaſt at firſt was bread and butter, and a 
{mall red wine; but of late the butter has been 
taken away, and either Newfoundland falt-fiſh, 


or 
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or ſalt herrings, ſubſtituted in its place. T heſe, in- 
deed, are petty grievances, which would be eaſily 
tolerated, were they not inceſſantly aggravated by 
the diſagreeable tempers, and debaſed ſentiments, i 
of thoſe with whom we are obliged to live and 
converſe. We are ſurrounded by American veſ- 
ſels, but cannot hold with any of them the ſmalleſt 
communication. A hope of hearing from Eng- 
land, or of conveying aught to it, muſt not be 
indulged. We have been told, that if we chooſe 
to venture the experiment of ſending open letters 
by the poſt through Switzerland, we may do it; 
but that they muſt be firſt taken to the repre- 
ſentatives, who will order them to be read, and 
forward them, if they contain information of a 
private nature only. This precaution is reaſon- 
able enough; but I have been aflured by an 
officer of the ſhip, who is in a civil capacity, 
that I may ſpare myſelf the trouble of ſending 
any, for that to his knowledge they are always 
thrown aſide, and forgotten, in the -office to 
which they are carried. The number of priſoners 
on board is about four hundred, nearly all of 
whom are Engliſh; and three more veſſels ap- 
1 7 Propriated 
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propriated to a ſimilar uſe, which alſo ſeem 
quite full, are moored cloſe to us. On the re- 
turn of ſome frigates from a cruize, a few days 
ſince, we received an acceſſion to our number 
which ſurprized me: twenty emigrants — ho 
for the crime of being Engliſhmen were taken 
out of an American ſhip at ſea, after which the 
veſſel was ſuffered to proceed on her voyage to 
Philadelphia, and the reſt of the cargo remained 
unmoleſted. 

I find that I ated. a in not parting 
with my guineas. Since J have been here, my 
brother- officer from Le Marat has honoured 
me by a ſecond viſit, and offered thirty livres 
for a guinea, pointing out one of the ſerjeants of | 
the guard, through whom the buſineſs might at 
any time be tranſacted. I again begged permiſſion 
to decline this benevolent gentleman's propoſal, | 
and alſo two others of a ſimilar tendency, which 
were made to me here. Nor did the event de- 
ceive my expectation ; for to-day a little Jew, 
who mounts a cockade, and belongs to a frigate 
in the harbour, came on board, and ſecretly 
gave me two hundred and fifty livres for five 
guineas, declaring it to be the market price 
on 
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on ſhore. What think you of theſe ſpecimens 
of republican honour and delicacy to children 


of misfortune, like us? I was fo tranſported by 


indignation at thoſe who had thus endeavoured- 
to cheat me, that I could not help aſking them, 
on their attempting to renew the ſubject, if the 
law did not forbid the de preciation of paper, 
when bartered for gold. This regulation, they 
pretend, relates to French gold only. To ex- 
change a louis for more than its nominal value 
in aſignats were criminal: but mark the curious 

diſtinction! An Engliſh guinea, and a Portu- 

gueze johannes, are articles of merchandize, 

whoſe worth depends on the election of the 
buyer. Well! I have yet four Engliſh guineas 
left! Let me look at them! Oh © ye ever- 
« young, loved, and delicate wooers | whoſe 
ce bluſh doth thaw the conſecrated ſhow on 
& Dian's lap;”—and before whom even. the 
ſternneſs of modern republican virtue melts 
into thin air, — tenaciouſly will I treaſure ye 
wp Adieu 
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LETTER M0 


Normandie, priſon-ſhip, Breſt 
Water, 7th Dec. 1794. 


8 A D MIRAL Brron has been allowed to viſit 


k us twice or thrice ſince our ſeparation 
took place. He ſtill remains on board Le 


Marat, with his ſon, a little boy of ten years 
old, and two young midſhipmen, who are alſo 


permitted to be with him. Until this day he 
has been unable to give us any information, 


and was even ignorant of what was to be his 


own lot. He is now promiſed to be ſent, on his 


parole, to Quimper, in Bretagne; and in ad- 
dition to innumerable proofs of kindneſs and 
regard, which I have experienced from him 
ever ſince I have been under his command, he 


has honoured me by obtaining leave for me 


to accompany him, as his aid-de-camp aud inter- 
Freter. Since my laſt letter he has been on 


board La Montagne, to ſee Vice Admiral Vil- 


laret de Joyeuſe, the commander in chief of the 


fleet here, and who acted in 2 that capacity againſt 


Lord 


| 
” 


. ——— — — — ATOIe "4 E 
8 7 78 4 a —— I; is 
4 — by 
—— (D— — 
NN — 2 — — — — * — — — 
9 r 2. ˙—— Le DSS D n PASTE EIT 


OE NO GE . . 1 ALES I, 
8 


{ 
j\ 
( 

f 


F 
+ 
: vs 
18 
"tz 
L 


. 


viouſly to it. By the way, the re- appearance 
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Lord Howe on the firſt of June. He told me 
that he was very politely received, and was preſſed 


to accept of pecuniary aſſiſtance, which he de- 


clined ; but Admiral Villaret plainly hinted to 
Þim, that. he was obliged to ſuppreſs much 
of the regard which he wiſhed to ſhow to 

him, from the delicacy of his gs in the 
preſent temper of the times. Monſieur Re- 


naudin, late commander of the Vengeur, who 


was taken, after the ſinking of his ſhip, on the 
firſt of June, and is juſt returned from Eng- 
land, has viſited him on board Le Marat. This 


- gentleman declares, in loud terms, the huma- 


nity of the Engliſh, and the polite attentions he 
received from many of our moſt diſtinguiſhed 


naval officers, whoſe generoſity left him no 


want: Of this lift I remember the names of 


Lord Howe, Admiral M*Bride, Captain Ben- 
tinck, and Captain Schomberg. Monſieur Re- 


naudin alſo made a tender of his purſe to Ad- 
miral Bligh; but I have reaſon to believe, that 


it was not done with that explicit frankneſs, 


which could hope to ſuperſede the offer of 
Monſieur Villaret, even had it been made pre- 


el 
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of Roda does not a little aſtoniſh the 
French ; for the convention, in order to gratify 


the national vanity, and inflame the minds of 


the people againſt the Engliſh, had publickly 
announced, that Le Vengeur, with all her crew, 
ſunk with colours flying, diſdaining to accept 


of quarter from ſlaves whom they deſpiſed ; 


and a decree was even paſſed, to perpetuate 
this heroic reſolution, by eretting a monhment 
to the memory of the event. | Fa 


I am ſorry to ſay, that Monſieur 8 


echoed the profeſſion of his commander in 
chief, in lamenting that the political prejudices 
which reign here will prevent him alſo from 
acting up to the extent of his wiſhes, in attend- 
ing to the Engliſh, and the Admiral in parti- 
cular. What evils do not theſe political phren- 
zies generate? Be this as it may, I am all alive 


at the thought of the ſcene about to burſt upon | 


me; and there are moments when I am almoſt 


tempted not to regret a captivity, which opens 


an inlet into this extraordinary country at ſuch 
a period as the preſent ; but theſe momentary 
illuſions flit before the memory of the ſcenes 
I have left behind, Can curioſity, all-powerful 


N 
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as it is, ſtand in oppoſition to love and friend. 0 


ſhip? Let me, however, but quit La Nor- 
mandie, and then we will ſtrike the balance. 


To- morrow I am to bid adieu to her darkſome 


round: how joyfully! And yet I ſhall not leave 
without a tear of commiſeration thoſe gallant 


comrades, with whom I have ſo lately 8 58 
and ſo ſeverely ſuffered. 
The few remarks I have been able to make 


are entirely nautical. I ſhall detail them to you 


when I can reviſe them at my leiſure at 


Quimper. From a fear of being ſearched, I 
have uſed ſome extraordinary precautions to 


| ſecure them; and if they be found they will 
not be eaſily underſtood, for I have fo tranſ- 
poſed the natural order of the ſentences, and 


ſo intermixed words from all the languages 


which I could recolle& (not excepting that of 
New Holland) that it would puzzle the inter- 
preter of the convention to decypher them. 
Adieu. | 
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LE TEN IV. 
Le Marat, Breſt- Water, 
e 15th Dec. 1794. 
T HAT leiſure which I ſo lately looked for-. 
ward to at Quimper, ſeems likely to be 
afforded to me here. I was removed from 
the priſon-ſhip on the 8th inſtant, and allowed 
to bring my ſervant with me, expecting to be 
ſent immediately on parole; but this event, 
like the reſolutions of the Dutch councils, 
ſeems to be put off ad referendum. We receive 
daily aſſurances that it is to take place, and 
are daily diſappointed of ſeeing it arrive. I en- 
Joy, however, the ſociety and converſation of 
the Admiral; and as he does not ſpeak French, 
I am the chief medium through which he com- 
municates with thoſe who ſurround him, Captain 
Le Franq, who 1s married, living almoſt en- 
tirely on ſhore. So that here I remain, with 
nothing to do but to aſk and anſwer queſtions 
from morning to night. Theſe are chiefly 
nautical; and as you know my ſentiments on 
” D 2 the 
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the conſequence of all naval concerns to Eng- 
liſhmen, I am induced to believe you will 
concur with me in thinking the ſubject mo- 
mentous, however trite the remarks, or unim- 
portant the ETON of your correſpondent 
may prove. ; ek 

Whether Selden's iſeriion; that © we have an 

cc hereditary uninterrupted right to the ſove- 
< reignty-of our ſeas, conveyed to us from our 
« earlieſt anceſtors, in truſt for our lateſt poſ- 
ce terity,” be perfectly deducible either from 
the nature of things, or from the authority of 
_ hiſtory, I ſhall not ſtay to enquire. But J will 
venture to affirm, that when we ſuffer this right, 
however acquired, to depart from us, the ſun 
of England may be truly ſaid to be ſet for 
ever. 
When the queſtion of the relative naval 
ſtrength of the two nations is agitated, which 
it often is, I am tempted to cry out to my | 
country, in the words of the Grecian oracle,. 
4 Fruſt to your wooden walls.” I am the more 
confirmed in this opinion, from reading every 
day in the bulletins. of the aſtoniſhing ſuc- 
ceſſes of this people, both in the Pyrenees, and 
2 | on 
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on the frontier of Holland. T hey openly boaſt 


of being able, in a ſhort time, to penetrate to 


Madrid; to force the German powers to peace; 
and to totally ſubdue the Dutch. — And then 

e Delenda eft Carthago.” 1' accuſe not thoſe 
with whom I converſe of uſing this, or any 
other Latin phraſe; but you will ſmile on being 
told that they habitually call us: Carthaginians, 
and themſelves Romans. They pay us, how- 
ever, the compliment of declaring, that we 
are the only enemies worth combating. They 
ſtigmatize the Spaniards as cowards : , at Ger- 
man tactics, when oppoſed to the energy and 
enthuſiaſm of republicans, they laugh: Dutch 
apathy can alarm no one. But this reſpect is 
confined to our naval character. Our impo- 
tent interference and puny attempts on the Con- 
tinent they treat only with ridicule and deriſion. 
This ſpirit is not new: A noble lord, now high 
in rank in the Britiſh army, told me nearly 
twenty years ago, when we were on ſervice to- 
gether in America, that when he was very 
young, and travelling in France, a general of- 
ficer, on hearing him relate that he was de- 
| Ggned for the army, expreſſed his ſurprize that 
D3 any 
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any Engliſhman, to whom the choice was 0 
ſhould heſitate to prefer entering into the navy. 


Are the ſcorn and contempt of our enemies 


neceſſary to teach us in what our true gran- 
deur, our real national pre- eminence, con- 


ſiſts? It is certain that at preſent we far ſurpaſs 


them in the number of our ſhips, in the dex- 
terity of our ſeamen, and in the interior re- 
gulations of our ſervice; but I am perſuaded, 


that they will hereafter ſtrain every nerve to 


equal and exceed us, I know, that by. very high 
authoriry the naval power of France has been 
denominated * forced and unnatural; but let 
thoſe who apply to it epithets ſo devoid of 
knowledge and reflection, remember the ſhort 


period in which Louis XIV. created this navy, 


and its reſurrection in 1778, when, to the 
aſtoniſhment of all Europe, notwithſtanding its 


waſted and diſaſtrous condition but fifteen years 


before, it ſuddenly ſtarted up, ſingly, to conteſt 


the empire of the ſea with Britain, and for four 


years (until the 12th of April 1782) poiſed 
the ſcale of victory. e its formidable an- 
tagoniſt. | 
ds has denied to Fra rance a pant in \ the 

8 | Channel, 
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Channel, capable of receiving large ſhips ; but 
il art can ſupply the deficiency, they ſeem de- 
termined to employ it to its utmoſt extent. 
Whether the works at Cherbourg are proceed- 
ing or not, I cannot exactly learn; but it is 
certain, that the ſcheme of rendering it ſecure 
for line of battle ſhips is not utterly abandon- 


ed; and who can doubt, that it will either be 


carried on there, or in ſome neighbouring 
port, with accelerated vigour, on a return of 
peace? Their warlike ſpirit now runs ſo high, 

and is ſo univerſally diffuſed, that many years 
muſt elapſe ere it will ſubſide. Tr is a train of 
gun-powder, to which, in the preſent temper of 
the people, a ſpark will give fire. A hatred 
of England is foſtered with unceaſing care. In 
nothing does this inveterate ſpirit againſt us de- 
monſtrate irſelf ſo bitterly, as in the abhorrence 
with which they always mention our taking 
poſſeſſion of Toulon : © You gained it like 
« traitors; you fled from it like poltroons.“ 
On the celebrated meaſure of making them a 
preſent of four ſhips of the line, and fix 
thouſand of their beſt ſeamen, which were fent 
to Breſt and Rochfort from the Mediterranean, 


4 they 


* * 
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they often make themſelves merry, and us 
ſerious, by pointing out the ſhips as they now 
lie near to us, equipped and ready for ſea; and 
by affirming, that the ſupply of men thus re- 
ceived enabled them to fit out thoſe. cruizing 
ſquadrons which have ſo ſorely diſtreſſed our 
hne... rt 1 : 
How incumbent upon 1 us, then, is it become 

to guard againſt the effects, which a propaga- 
tion of this. principle will inevitably produce 
Naval perfection is, I am well aware, like all 
other perfections, placed beyond human reach; 
but the road to excellence is open. In it we 
have advanced before our rivals in all branches 
of naval ſuperiority but one: I mean ſhip- 
building. Our veſſels want length, and in the 
conſtruction of their bottoms are undeniably 

very inferior to thoſe of our enemies. Hence _ 
1 | the continual eſcapes of the French fleets from 
{1 ours, by ſuperior failing, when we want to 
bring them to action, which no ſkill, diligence, 
or bravery in our commanders can ſurmount. 
We poſſeſs models from which we might learn 
to correct our errors, and ſupply our defi- 
ciencies; but theſe ans we are more re ready 
to 
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to deſtroy than to imitate, as if fearful leſt com- 


pariſon. of them with our 'own productions 


ſhould demonſtrate our inferiority. Thus do 
we continue obſtinately to grope on in a dark 
and ſuperannuated track, merely becauſe our 
anceſtors preceded us in it. The truth is, the 


art of ſhip-building has been cultivated in 


France by men of ſcience, enlightened by a 
previous ſtudy of its theory: whereas in Eng- 
land it has been committed to the management 
of thoſe, who for the moſt part have certainly 
had no room to boaſt of a ſcientific education, 


or a laborious examination of principles; and 


who could juſtly lay claim to the merit of ob- 
ſervation only. In a country ſo eminent for 


mathematical acquirements as ours, is it not ex- 


traordinary, that this moſt uſeful branch of 
knowledge ſhould have been ſo rarely applied 
to national advantage? What treatiſes on this 
important ſubject can we oppoſe to thoſe, which 
have been publiſhed by French academicians, 
and by Bouguier in particular? 
 * Oh! for a bridge to paſs over two hides 
© thouſand /ans-culottes /”” J hear often exclaim- 
ed. Not that bridge which, according to Milton, 
Death 
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Death conſolidated acroſs Chaos, could be more 
fatal to the remaining innocence of our firſt - 
parents, than ſuch a ſtructure, in the ſhape of 
a ſuperior fleet, would prove to their Engliſh 
deſcendants. To prevent its erection, or to 
have a choſen band of pioneers ready to deſtroy 
it, muſt be our concern. I am, however, well 
convinced, that hitherto they have never ſe- 
riouſly intended to invade us. This bug-bear 
has now for more than a century been em- 
ployed to affright us; to cramp our foreign 
efforts; to diminiſh our ſum of productive la- 
bour, one of the moſt important of national 
conſiderations; and to debauch the manners of 
our 'artiſans and peaſants in camps and bar- 
racks*. i do 

J have been curious to hear their account of 
the ſignal defeat, which they experienced on 


Since the above was written, I have read Major Cart- 
_ wright's opinion on this ſubjet; and am only more 
thoroughly convinced from his arguments, that neither a 
& Saxon militia,” or any other militia, beyond the regular 
eftabliſhment of the kingdom, is neceſſary for our pre- 
ſervation from invaſion, which can be effected by a ſtrong 
paval force only. 8 | 

f the 
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the fiſt of June. This ſhip was not in their 


fleet, having been launched fince ; but Captain 
Le Franq commanded on that day L'Entre- 
prenant, of 74 guns, and ſome of the other of- 


ficers were alſo parties concerned. Not the in- 

vincible ſuperiority of Britiſh ſeamen in fght- 
ing and managing their ſhips, but * Treaſon! 
« treaſon ! Joined to the ignorance, obſtinacy, 


* and cowardice of Jean Bon St. Andre, cauſed 
* rhe Joſs of the day.” This naval dictator, 
who from a Hugonot curate at the foot of the 
Pyrenees was raiſed to be a member of the 
convention, and delegated by that body to ſuper- 


intend the equipment, and direct the manceuvres, 


of a great fleet, is never mentioned but wih 
execration. His ſtar ſet with that of his maſter, 


Robeſpierre. I have heard an officer aſſert, 


that he ſaw him, in the heat of the engage- 
ment, ſeized with a ſudden emotion, ſtart from 
Admiral Villaret, near whom he was ſtanding, 


in the ſtern-gallery of La Montagne, and run 


pale and breathleſs down to the lower gun- 


deck, under a pretence of encouraging the men; 


nor could he be drawn thence, until the dan- 
ger was over. © His ſeamanſhip,” continued 


this 
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| this gentleman, ce conſiſted in having made one 
< ſhort paſſage. He might be a good ecrivain 
c oz Jerretabre' ; but for the marine! Ob! tt 
« vilain ] But for him, they ſay, the 
action would have been renewed, agreeably to 
the wiſhes and repreſentations of Monſieur Vil- 
laret ; ; for © the Engliſp were eaten, and might | 
« have been deſtroyed.” ] cannot help thinking, 
that if Jean Ben St. Andre really did prevent a 
renewal of the battle, he is not altogether ſo ob- 
noxious to the reproaches of his fellow-citizens 
as they deſcribe him to be. France 1s not the 
firſt republic which has profited, by declining to 
combat a victorious enemy. A ſecond cauſe 
of the diſaſter of the day aroſe from Lord 
Howe having gained poſſeſſion ↄf a copy of 
the French ſignals, which was procured by | 
« the guineas of Pitt ;” fo that he was enabled 
to divine all their intentions, and to counteract 
them. It is certain, that ſome of their captains 
were gullotined, after the return of the fleet to 
Breſt, but whether on a ſuſpicion of cowardice, 
or perfidy, I know not. How conſolatory to 
French vanity are theſe ſatisfactory ſolutions of 
this dreadful overthrow ! Happy people! who, 


9 in 
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in all your conflicts againſt other nations, con- 
quer by ſuperior kill and bravery only; and 
are never vanquiſhed but by diſparity of number 
on the ſide of your enemy, or by 8 | 
among yourſelves |! 
An error, which you with n and all other 
: Engliſhmen, have fallen into about this engage- 
ment, I muſt beg leave to correct, or at leaſt to 
offer you my reaſons for believing it to be one. 
Lord Howe's account of the action ſtates, that 
two ſhips of the enemy were funk. Of Le 
Vengeur we will not ſpeak : here proof is poſi- 
tive. But I am perſuaded ſhe was the only 
one. This the French poſitively aſſert; and I 
beg leave fo far to join with them, as to ob- 
ſerve, that when in Admiral Montagu's ſqua- 
dron (of which the Alexander formed a part) 
we were chaſed, on the ninth of June, by the 
ſhattered remnant of their fleet, which was 
ſteering to Breſt, it was compoſed of nineteen 
ſail of the line. Now, I apprehend it to be 
certain, that on the day of battle this fleet con- 
liſted but of twenty - ſix ſhips, fx of which 
were captured and broyght into England; ſo 
that it ſhould appear the ſeventh, Le Vengeur, 
made up the original number. But beſide the 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong preſumption which this circumſtance af. 
fords, I have received aſſurances from fo many 
quarters (and particularly from one not re- 
markably friendly to the preſent ſyſtem) that 
J am convinced one ſhip only was ſent to the 
bottom on the firſt of June. Indeed, in. matters 
of this nature, owing to the paſſions of thoſe 
engaged, and the innumerable cauſes which ob- 
ſlruct viſion, we ſhould always receive ſimilar 
relations cum grano ſalis. In Lord Rodney's 
action of the 12th of April 1782, a French 
ſhip, ſaid to be Le Diademe, was ſuppoſed to 
be ſunk ; but I believe ſubſequent accounts 
clearly evinced that ſuch an event did not 
happen. However, the French are more than 
even with us upon this head; for I have heard 
ſome of them poſitively affirm, that they ſaw 
three, and others four of our ſhips, among 
which was the Queen Charlotte, go down on 
the firſt of June. And when I aſſured the 
gentleman who furniſhed me with this laſt piece 
of information, on the evidence of his own 
* {cnſes,” that he had been deceived, he only 
ſhook his head, and continued, like your friend, 

a ſceptic. 
The remainder of this letter ſhall be dedj- 
Fang 
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| cated to a detail of thoſe detached parts of their 
naval inſtitutions, cuſtoms, and preſent ſtate, 
which I have been enabled to pick up. In ge- 


neral I think them inferior, becauſe leſs eaſily 


practicable, to our own, but many of them de- 
ſerve conſideration. © Fas eſt et ab hoſte doceri.” 


The diſcipline of their men ſtruck me at the 
firſt view as contemptible ; and yet I muſt con- 
feſs that I was ſurprized by the ſtate of ſubor- 
dination in which I afterwards found them. The 
ſeaman or ſoldier addreſſes his commander by 
the title of Citoyen, and receives in return the 
fame appellation; but in the five weeks I have 
lived among them, I have witneſſed only one 
inſtance of diſobedience. The offender was a 
ſoldier, who refuſed to aſſiſt in performing ſome 
of the ordinary duties of the ſhip. A court- mar- 


tial, or conſeil de diſcipline as they call it, was im- 
mediately holden upon him, by order of Captain 
Le Franq, who proſecuted. It conſiſted of a 
lieutenant of the ſhip and three ſeamen, and of 
two ſerjeants and a corporal of the troops. 
The priſoner pleaded ignorance of the law on 


this head; and that when he had voluntarily 
enrolled himſelf to ſerve as a ſoldier, it was 


under 


' 
| 
! 


can be puniſhed but by a ſentence of the conſe! 
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under an idea of not being compelled to do that 


which ought to be the reſult of inclination only. 
This defence was deemed ſo unſatisfactory, that 


the offender was ſentenced to three months 1 1m- 
priſonment on ſhore. 
All the judicial inftitutions of their navy, 5 


the puniſhments allowed to be inflicted, as well 


as the caſes to which they apply, are ſtrictly 


defined. The conſeil de diſcipline is impowered to 


try only inferior officers and men. The officers 
of the cat major (anſwering nearly to thoſe of 
our ward-room) and all above them, can be tried 
only by a board of officers, who aſſemble in the 


admiral's ſhip. Neither of theſe courts has 


the power of condemning to death : all offences 
of a capital nature muſt be tried before the re- 
volutionary tribunal. The punithments en- 


| Joined are flogging in certain caſes, the number 


of laſhes being limited; running the gantlope; 


ducking from the yard-arm ; confinement on 


ſhere, or in the lion's den (boatſwain's ſtore- 
room); ſtoppage of pay; and degradation. The 
three laſt extend to officers. A priſoner's al- 
lowance of wine is always ſtopped. No man 


Ae 
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de diſcipline; and, in carrying 6n the ſervice of 
the ſhip, it is poſitively directed, that no 
French citizen” ſhall, on any account what- 
ever, be ſtruck ; but he may be puſhed as vio- 
lently as may be found neceſſary. For giving 
a box on the ear an officer would be caſhiered; 
but to daſh a man's head againſt the ſhip's fide, 
ſo as to cruſh his noſe, or beat out his teeth, by 
ruſhing ſuddenly upon him, is allowable, 

The ranks of officers differ from ours : thoſe 
only who command line-of-battle ſhips, and fri- 
cates carrying 18-pounders, are properly ſtyled 
captains. Other frigates are commanded by 
lieutenants and veſſels of 20 guns or under 
by enſigns. Common courteſy, however, with 
them, as with us, annexes the title of Captain to 
all commanders. Agreeably to this claſſifica- 
tion the pay is regulated, but it is at preſent 
found fo grievouſly inadequate, as to cauſe great 
complaints ; and yet the French.are unanimous 
in affirming, that all ranks are not only better 
paid, but better fed, clothed, and treated, than 
under the old government. Beſides his pay, 
every officer, including the warrant officers and 
midſhipmen, is allowed a traitement, in lieu of 

5M the 
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the table which was formerly kept at the king 8 


- expence. The traitement of admirals and cap- 


tains is very handſome, and ſuited to their rank, 
as they are enjoined to keep ſeparate tables: 
that of Captain le Franq- is 24 livres a day. 
No half-pay has yet been ſettled upon, or even 
promiſed to, the French officers. The ſeamen 
are divided into. four claſſes: the pay of the 
higheſt claſs. is 40 f livres a month; of the ſe- 
cond 36 23 of the third 33 * ; and 1 the low- 
eſt 30 7 

Their gradations of command are very. ſimi- 
lar to our own, from the captain to the heute- 


nants, enſigns, and boatſwain. The office of 
pilote, which formerly anſwered to that of maſ- 


ter with us, is aboliſhed, It is particularly en- 


joined, that the officers be put at five watches, 
if the ſtate of the ſhip will allow of it. The 


lieutenant of the watch is ſtuck up on a little 
pedeſtal, which overlooks the helmſman, 
whence, except in emergencies, he never ſtirs 
during his guard, the enſign appointed to 
aſſiſt him, who. is diſtinguiſhed by wearing a 
gorget, being charged to ſuperintend the exe- 
cution of his orders. | 

„ The 
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The Fiat uniform of both their navy and 
army is a blue coat, with a red waiſtcoat and 
breeches: : the naval facing i is white edged with 
red, and that of che ſoldiery red; both ſervices 
wear gold epaulettes. The naval button is an 
anchor, ſurmounted by the cap of liberty, and 
encireled by the words « La Republique Fran- 
« caiſe.” 

Of the minute regulations eſtabliſhed 1 
dividing prize-money, I cannot ſpeak; but the 
general principle on which its diſtribution is 
founded appears to me worthy of attention. 
Two-thirds of every prize are put into a com- 
mon ſtock, which is ſhared by the whole navy, 
and the remaining third is divided among the 
captors. A captain receives but in a propor- 
tion of 5 to 1 to a foremaſt-man; a captain of 
troops, and a naval lieutenant, as 4 to 1; a na- 
val enſign, ſubaltern of troops, ſurgeon, and 
commiſſary, as 3 to 1; midſhipmen, boatſwains, 
gunners, &c. as 2 to 1; and e 
and the loweſt rank of officers, as 1 f to I. 
The firſt part of this ſyſtem, which relates to 
the common ſtock, were valuable, if i it could 
be impartially carried into execution ; but from 

| "E-2 =t the 


- 


32 LETTERS FROM FRANCE. 


the daily fluctuation of the parties concerned, 1 


do not ſee how it could be reduced to practice 
among us, without giving riſe to perpetual law- 


ſuits. Some modification of the latter part 
would render its adoption Very deſirable in a 
country where, hitherto, this important part of 
the reward of naval toils has been apportioned 
with the moſt cruel and inſulting contempt of 
the feelings and neceſſities of the lower orders. 
Drugs and inſtruments of ſurgery are, I ap- 
prehend, very ſcarce at pteſent in France, as 
hand-bills are diſtributed over the fleet, enjoin- 
ing the officers who may board prizes to be 
particularly careful in preſerving them for the 


uſe of the republic. Thoſe belonging to our 


ſurgeons were ſeized upon this pretence; and, 
notwithſtanding repreſentations were made to 
reclaim them, as private property (which they 
were) they were neither reſtored, nor an equi- 


valent for them offered. Every French 74 


gun ſhip is allowed a ſurgeon and five aſſiſtants. 
How many lives might be ſaved in our fleets, 
were our medical eſtabliſhment equally liberal! 
Permit me here to obſerve to you, that the fa- 
culty owe obligations to the revolution. It is 

„„ ä well 
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well known that they were heretofore, in 
France, treated in many inſtances highly unbe- 
coming the regard ſo juſtly due to a profeſſion, 
whence mankind derive ſo many benefits. Sur- 


geons on board (and I am told on ſhore) are 


now conſidered with all the reſpect due to gen- 
tlemen, and lve 1 in the ſociety of the principal 
officers. | 

The French marine corps, which, ſimilarly 
to ours, was inſtituted for the ſervice of the 
navy, is aboliſhed, and troops of the line em- 
barked in their room, who are ſubjected, by an 
_ expreſs order, which I have read, to all the 


general regulations of the crew, and placed 
under the abſolute command of the ſea-officers. 


The detachment on board this ſhip belongs 
to a regiment in the Weſtern Pyrenees : it is 
compoſed of ſtout healthy young men, who, if 
not formidable from diſcipline and knowledge 
of tactics, are full of energy and republican en- 
thuſiaſm. I muſt here remark a vulgar error, 


which prevails too much among Engliſhmen 


who have never travelled out of their own 
country that the lower orders of the French 
are puny debilitated creatures, inferior to our- 
ſelves i in phyſical powers. Could theſe F 
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be preſent at a muſter of the ſeamen and ſol- 
diers of this ſhip, they 1 would find their ſize and 
ſtrength the ſame as their own, and in hardi- 
hood they are certainly ſuperior to us. I never 
before ſaw people ſupport cold fo well ; this i is 
owing to their having no ſtoves on board to 
heat themſelves by, a privation which extends 
to the officers, not from election but neceſſity ; 150 
for Admiral Bligh's ſtove was immediately tranſ- 
ported to La Montagne, for Admiral Vilaret, 
and one which belonged to the ward-room of 
the Alexander, became the prey of Monſieur 
de Nieully. 
All their men ſeem to be well ſupplied » wh 
5 clothing. It is furniſhed to them by the go- 
vernment at an eaſy price, which has remained 
the ſame, while on ſhore it has been trebled. 
Of this they are obliged to keep up a ſtated 
quantity, and whenever men are turned over 
from one ſhip to another, a liſt of their clothes 
is ſent with them, and if 1 i falls ſhort of the 
preſcribed regulation, the men are forbidden to 
be received. Each man is ſupplied with a ham- 
mock and two rugs, but no bed. In caſe men : 
belonging to ſhips are compelled by bad wea- 
| ther, or any other cauſe, to remain for the night 
| on 
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on ſhore, there is a receiving-houſe, to which 
they can retire, where they are both fed and 
lodged until they can be ſent on board. 

The allowance of every perſon in the fleet, 
without diſtinction, is as follows, and like every 
thing elſe is decimalized, or regulated by periods 
of ten days. On four of them they have half a 
pound of freſh beef, on two of them half a pound 
of ſalt beef, on two of them half a pound of falt 
pork, and on the remaining two four ounces of 
falt fiſh, with oil and vinegar to eat with it ; one 
pound and a half of ſoft bread daily—no butter 
or cheeſe : on freſh-meat days, a ſoup for din- 
ner made of the beef, with a little thickening in 
it; every evening a ſoup compoſed of four 
ounces of rice, peaſe, or beans, and oil; a wine 
quart of thin claret daily—ſuch is the ration in 
port. At ſea, ſalt beef and pork are ſerved on 
the freſh-meat days, and, except in exceedingly. 
bad weather, bread is every day baked ; when 
this cannot be done, the ſame quantity of biſ- 
cuit, of an excellent quality, is iſſued. I have 
ſeen them grin, when grinding it, at a recollec- 
tion of its ſuperiority over the black unpalata- 
ble 9 which, they ſay, bore the ſame name 
E 4 vnder. 
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under the former government. You, who 
well know the allowance ſerved in out navy, 


may, if you pleaſe, compare the two inſtitu - 
tions, and decide which is preferable. I am of 


opinion that this 1s beſt calculated to preſerve 
health, particularly in long voyages and hot 
climates ; but how far Britiſh ſeamen could be 
brought to reliſh its adoption, is not ſo evident. 
Obſerve that theſe pounds are French, which 
exceed our common weight by full two ounces; 
and that nominal or purſer's pound, which is 


uſed by order on board our ſhips, by a i 
deal more. 


I remember to have formerly ed the 


meaſure of ſending a frigate off Breſt, to count 
the number of the fleet, or to ſee whether it had 


failed, more lightly than it deſerved. I now 


ſee that both roads may be inſpected, particu- 


larly the outer one; and even of the inner one 
a ſufficient degree of information may be ge- 


| nerally gained by a good glaſs. The French 
| boaſt of the holding- ground in Breſt-Water; 
but if 1 may judge from the frequent dragging 


of anchors which happens in moderate wea- 
ther, it muſt be far inferior to that of Spithead. 
Cir ol 


— 
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The truth is, they are in general ſhamefully 
careleſs in mooring their ſhips : they over-lay 
each other's anchors, and thereby cauſe foul 

berths, without reflection or ceremony. 
Of real ſeamen they have few leſt, many 
thouſands of their beſt having been draſted 
early in the war, and ſent to ſerve as ſoldiers on 
the frontiers. Robeſpierre (whoſe execution 
was certainly the triumph of humanity, but not 
of the allies) by annihilating their foreign com- 
merce, deſtroyed the only nurſery which can 
ever ſupply the conſumption of a numerous 
navy. Their ſhips are, therefore, filled with 
landmen, who, previouſly to their being drafted 
for actual ſervice, are ſent on board certain 
veſſels fitted on purpoſe, where they are raught 
all the elementary parts of practical ſeaman- 
| ſhip. The number of boys on board is likewiſe 
very great, and for their inſtruction (as alſo for 
that of ſuch men as may be deſirous of improve- 
ment) a ſchoolmaſter is allowed to every ſhip, 
whatever be her ſize. It is enjoined, that theſe 
preceptors be capable of teaching the theories 
of navigation, gunnery, fortification, and the 
common parts of the mathematics; and far- 
f | ther, 
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ther, chat they be men of good moral bannt 


ters, and great ſuavity of manners. 


They have a naval committee for 3 
of midſhipmen and inferior officers, to deter- 
mine whether they be qualified to take charge 
of prizes. Nothing ſhort of irremediable ne- 
ceſſity will juſtify a commander for entruſting a 
prize to the direction of any perſon who has not 
undergone this examination, 


They water their ſhips in the roadſted PE 


floating tanks, which are brought alongſide, 


whence the water is forced by pumps through 
hoſes into the caſks on board. 
Every ſhip is furniſhed, at the public ex- 


| pence, with a fuperb ſet of charts of every part 


of the known world : thoſe of our country are 
particularly excellent: there is hardly a little 
harbour in Britain or Ireland which is not laid 
down in them. With us this important charge 


is left to the prudence and honeſty of a maſ- 


ter; and how many accidents have befallen our 


Mips by a neglect of it, need not be here enu- 


merated. | 
I am aſſured, that there are in the wk 


here three covered docks, under which the 


workmen 
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workmen can cAITY on their operations in all 
weathers. 5 a 

An experiment, of covering by a fog wood- 
en caſe the rudders of ſhips to the water's edge, 
which leaves them only juſt room to work, is 
now trying on two or three of their frigates. It 

is intended to prevent the rudder from being 
unſhipped, if ſtruck by a ſea. 

The ponderous guns with which they uſed 
to overload their ſhips are diſplaced for others 
of a ſize more. manageable. No ſhip now car- 
ries heavier metal than a French 36-pounder. 
Their firſt-rates have ſixteen ports on the upper 
and middle deck, and fifteen on the lower, ex- 
cept La Montagne, whoſe upper and middle- 
deck are pierced with ſeventeen. ports, and her 
lower with ſixteen ; ſo that, excluſive of thoſe. 
on her quarter-deck and forecaſtle (twenty in 
number) ſhe mounts exactly 100 guns. They 
do not, however, in any of their ſhips, turn 
their quarter-decks to ſo much advantage as 
they might. In this ſhip the five aftermoſt 
and moſt uſeful ports are blocked up by ſtand- 
ing cabins, and have 1 no guns provided for 


them. 


When 
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When the fleet weighs anchor, each ſhip's 
ſignal to heave up is made in ſucceſſion. This 
method prevents the confuſion which we expe- 

rience in weighing all together; but, on the other 
hand, it precludes that emulation to be firſt, 
which a competition cauſes ; they are accord- 
ingly very tedious in performing this 1 vs 
"Too. | 
Official Bulletins of all public events, which 
the convention find it their intereſt to pro- 
mulge, are printed on board La Montagne, 
from a copy tranſmitted from Paris, and diſtri- 
buted, at the expence of the government, to the 
officers and ſeamen of every ſhip. This is a 
popular meaſure, which wonderfully flatters the 
lower orders, who deem themſelves in poſſeſ- 
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ſion of all the ſecrets of ſtate, and conclude 
ö that politics are no longer a myſtery. I fre- 
quently read theſe chronicles, which are always 
Wh filled with details of victories over their foreign 
1 enemies, and addreſſes to the convention from 
| I - the departments. 1 was greatly diverted in 
| Wl reading one of the latter, from the © Popular 
| | « Society ”” at Breſt, on the occaſion of the 
10 Alexander's colours being preſented to the 
| | i | | | | convention; 
1 
1 
1 
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convention, by the Major of Admiral Nieully's 
ſquadron, who was diſpatched expreſsly to 
Paris on this important miſſion.—“ Behold,” 
ſays the orator, © Pit himſelf virtually brought 
cc to the bar of the convention, when the Bri- 
ce tiſh banner is proſtrated before your auguſt 
e aſſembly !” Notwithſtanding this flouriſh, 
and fifty more of the ſame ſort, I am told that 
the inhabitants are ſtrongly ſuſpected of inci- 
viſm, and cloſely watched, 

It has been cuſtomary to extol the French 
ſignals, as ſuperior to our own; but any man 
capable of judging, who will compare the two 

codes, muſt be convinced, that thoſe now in 
_ uſe in the Engliſh fleet are more ſimple in 
their principle, more exact in their arrange- 
ment, and more eaſy in their comprehenſion. 
The French were long our maſters in this art, 
which lately our naval officers have certainly 
carried beyond them. Their ſuperior dexte- 
rity in making and anſwering them muſt not 
be confounded with the ſignals themſelves. In 
this reſpect, from being earlier and more cloſely 
trained, I fear it will be found (though with 

many exceptions on our ſide) that they ſurpaſs 
us. 
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us. There is on board every French ſhip a 
claſs of youths, called pilotins, who attend ſolely 
to this part of naval duty. They are placed 
under the direction of an experienced quarter- 
maſter, and hold a rank immediately below that 


of midſhipman, into which body they are pro- 


moted from time to time, according to their 
merit. | 4 

. Of their deficiency. of naval ſtores every day 
furniſhes me with freſh proofs. The-ſhips by 


which we were taken had, after a cruize of a 


few weeks, ſcarcely a coil of rope to repair 


their running rigging, or a ſtick to ſupply any 
loſs which a ſudden guſt of wind might have 
occaſioned. But how deſperate muſt the ſtate 


of France have been, had the American convoy 
| been intercepted by Admiral Montagu ! You 
know already in part my ſentiments on that 
extraordinary failure. Let me' now give you 
freſh cauſe for amazement; but remember, that 


I quote the words of another perſon without 
aſperity, and without pretending to aſſign to 
what quarter the culpability of that ſhameful 
miſcarriage on our fide attaches : — Admiral 


Villaret faid a few days fince, to a Britiſh officer, 
| | who 


ptr ay way oo, 
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who was | in Admiral Montagu's ſquadron : 


Mere you not aſtoniſhed to ſee me chaſe you, on 


« the gth of June laſt, with my crippled fleet?“ 


e Yes,” was the anſwer, —* My only reaſon fon 
« it was, if polſible, to drive you off our coaſt, as 
« momently erpected the appearance of the great 
« American CONVOY, the capture of which would ' 
© have ruined France at that juncture. Why you 
did not return to the charge, after running us out 

« of fight, you beſt know. Had yoy kept on your 
« Ration two days longer, you muſt have ſucceeded, 
« gs, on the 11th of June, the whole of this 


* convoy, beyond our expettation, entered Breſt, 


« laden with proviſions, naval ſtores, and Weſt. 


“Indian productions. 
If my cheek reddens on recording this de- 


claration of an enemy, it is with indignation 


* 


only. 


are indeed diſtinguiſned by a more than ordi- 


nary chanting of republican ſongs, a diſplay of 
che tri-coloured flag on the tops of the churches | 
in the town, and by a party of officers going on 


ſhore 


Hitherto I have not witneſſed among the 
French, either here or in the priſon-ſhip, a 
ſingle trace of divine worſhip, The Decadis 
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| Xs ſhore to the play. Thus, it ſeems, weny wants 
I} | 1 | perpetual reſuſcitation, while the adoration, or 
Wl - ee ren the confeſſion, of a Deity, is left to the un- 
_ aſſiſted operations of the human mind. From 
_ = the pompous flimſy reports and orations on 
110 this ſubject made in the convention; from the 
| 3 ctcondeſcenſion of Robeſpierre, who decreed the ex- 
1 5 iſtence of a Deity, to the hardy denial of Du- 
Wil! Pont, who proclaimed himſelf an atheiſt; muſt 
I deduce all I know of the preſent ſtate of reli- 
gion in France. It is, however, worthy of re- 
mark, that a book, intitled © The Republican 
« Catechiſm,” which is in univerſal circulation, 
and expreſsly compoſed for the inſtruction of 
the youth of the community, does not once ac- 
knowledge, or even hint at, the being of a God; 
and the public inſtructor of the priſon-ſhip aſ- 
ſured me, that, although the minds of men be 
now ſomewhat returning to their former biaſs, 
fix months ago an inculcation of this principle, 
ſo far from being preſcribed by the legiſlature, 
would have ſubjected the teacher to puniſh- 
ment. God forbid ! that, on ſuch ſlender data 
as I profeſs, 1 ſhould ſtigmatize all Frenchmen 
with poems appellation of atheiſts, or even 
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ſuppoſe that a belief in revelation is univerſally 
ſubverted: it were almoſt to affirm that it had 


never exiſted. I have, indeed, in many con- 
verſations, had -the misfortune to hear innu- 
merable blaſphemies. uttered, and innumerable 
farcaſms thrown on all worſhip; bur as they. 
have proceeded from none but weak and igno- 
rant men (to the honour of my friend the 
ſchoolmaſter, he always reprobated them) who 
poſſibly take this method of recommending 
their republican zeal ; I ſhall be very cautious, 
until able to acquire better information, of aſ- 
ſerting what are the general ſentiments of the 
French on this head. Whenever the ſubject is 
ſtarted, the people, among whom I am con- 
demned to live, faſten immediately upon ſome 
of the monſtrous abſurdities of .the Romiſh 
church, and the impoſitions of the prieſthood, 
which in truth offer but too ſecure a hold for 
deriſion and contempt. This trick, of attempt- 
ing to confound the impoſitions of knaves, and 
the reveries of fools, with the ſpirit of Chriſ- 
tianity, is too ſtale and deſpicable to deſerve 
confutation. I will not even quote the noble 


and deciſive ſimile of Hamlet, which ſeems to 


F have 


.. 
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have been conceived on purpoſe to . it. 


Tremble not, therefore, for the faith of your 


friend, from ſuch puny opponents. He will 


not yield his affent to new ſyſtems, until he 
has, at leaft, ſcrutinized and weighed their 
effects upon thoſe who inculcate and practiſe 


them; and if, upon this teſt, he finds the pro- 


feſſors of theſe doctrines to be men of pro- 
fligate manners and corrupted ſentiments, with 
the words truth, honour, humanity, and ge- 
neroſity in their mouths, while they are eſ- 
tranged from their hearts, you will not ſup- 
poſe his danger of converſion to be immi- 
nent. 5 

And now to terminate this long deſultory 
epiſtle, which I have written by ſnatches, when, 
and how, and as, I could. Suffer me, however, 
before we part, to ſay a word or two of the 
political changes which I perceive to be work- 
ing. My reſidence among the French is not 


yet ſix weeks old ; and in this ſhort ſpace of 


time, wonderful has been the alteration of opi- 
nion. When we were taken, I was perpetually 
ftunned with the exclamations of « Vive la 
<« Montague] Vivent les Jacobins! But ſuddenly, 
: 555 * / La 
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La Ae is become the theme of execra- 
tion, and the Jacobin club is caſhiered. I 
gained a confirmation of theſe events oddly 
enough. I had obſerved the diſuſe of theſe ri- 
diculous cries for ſome days, and had overheard 
a converſation which had raiſed my ſuſpicions. 
To aſcertain their juſtneſs, I bade one of the 
boys call out as before. © Ah!” ſaid he, © that 
« is forbidden; à preſent il faut crier, au diable 
« Ia Montague! A bas les Jacobins!“ which he 
immediately ran along the deck exclaiming. 
The memory of Robeſpierre they have uni- 
formly affected to hold in abhorrence ; but if 
I may truſt to a hint, which was imparted to 
me on board the priſon-ſhip, very different was 
once the tone of Captain Le Franq, and all his 
officers. They now load the character of this 
extraordinary man, before whom, not ſix months 
ſince, they proſtrated themſelves like reptiles, 
with all the aſſaſſinations and miſery which have 
overſpread France during the laſt two years. 
To him alone, it ſeems, every crime which ſtains 
the national character is imputable. At pre- 
ſent I will not venture any opinion ; but when 
I get on ſhore, I ſhall dire& my enquiries to 
F 2 daevelope 


. 


morrow we are aſſured we are to be landed, 


68 LETTERS FROM FRANCE 


develope the character of this celebrated de- 


magogue. 


The fleet is preparing to fall; and s all the 
line- of- battle ſhips are known either to the 
Admiral, his two young gentlemen, or myſelf, 
I ſhall be enabled, by obſerving which fail, and 
which do not, to note down exactly its ſtrength, 
provided we be not gone before it. But to- 


Adieu. 


LETTER 
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La Normandie, priſon-ſhip, 
| | Breſt-Water, 5th Feb. 1795. - 
F NovLD what I write reach you in due courſe, 
C my preſent place of date might ſurprize 
you, after the aſſurances which my laſt held out 
of going forthwith to Quimper. Admiral Bligh 
has been meanly and cruelly treated: their 
violated promiſes to me are of leſs conſe- 
quence. 1 5 

On the day after I laſt wrote to you, matters 
reſpecting our departure ſeemed to be drawing 
to a fayourable concluſion, An officer from 
Admiral Villaret waited on Admiral Bligh, to 
beg his acceptance of a loan of one thouſand 
livres in paper (offering at the ſame time as 
many more as might be wiſhed) and to affure 
him, that we were to be landed on the follow- 
ing day. The livres were accepted; and, as 
we now deemed our departure certain, we put 
ourſelves, at day-light next morning, in a ſtate 
of preparation for our removal. Removed, in- 

F 3 | | deed, 
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deed, we were, not to Quimper, but to this 


horrid receptacle, where we have been cloſely 
immured ever ſince, ſuffering every mental pu- 
niſhment which low- minded rancour and brutal 
ignorance could inflict ; and every phyſical hard- 
ſhip which this rigorous winter, and occaſional 


deficiencies of food, could produce. I have not 


ſeen a fire during the whole month of January; 
and on Chriſtmas-day I was one of teen Engliſh 


' officers, with the Admiral at our head, whoſe. 


dinner conſiſted of eight very ſmall mutton- 


chops, and a plate of potatoes. This laſt cir- 


cumſtance, exciting both hunger and indigna- 
tion (as we knew that a traitement was paid for 


us by the government, and as we had lately 
from our encreaſed number lived by ourſelves) 


we determined not to bear it without remon- 
ſtrance, eſpecially as for ſeveral ſucceeding days 
our treatment had been little better; and I was 


Helegated to inform the officers of the ſhip, that 
if they ſhould not uſe us hereafter more libe- 


rally, we would write a complaint againſt them 
to Admiral Villaret, This produced a good ef- 
fect; and henceforth we were more amply ſup- 
Po In Juſtice to Monſieur Villaret, I mult 

obſerve 


* f 
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obſerve to you, that his character is eminent for 
honour and juſtice ; and in ſpite of appearances 
againſt him at firſt, on our not being ſent to 
Quimper, we now know, that had his ability 1 
been equal to his diſpoſition, Admiral Blhgh Wl 
would not be here. Of Le Franq I cannot | 
ſpeak in ſimilar terms. He exhibited a mean 
exultation at our diſappointment, not altogether 
unaccompanied with inſult; and his wliole be- 
haviour, for ſome time before we left him, had 
entirely altered our firſt impreſſion of him, 
Our detention has, however, been productive 1 
of a very deſirable event to the Admiral. In | 
conſequence of a late decree of the convention, 1 
directing that all women and children who had | | 
been captured ſhall, be liberated, and permitted 
to return home, he was enabled to ſend away 
his ſon, under the auſpices of Lady Anne Fitzroy, | 
who had been a priſoner for many months at 55 | | 
Quimper. EO = 
The fleet failed from the outer road on l 
the goth of December, conſiſting of the fol- J 
lowing ſhips, under the command of Vice- 
Admiral Villaret, who was aſſiſted by the | 
Admirals Bouvet, Vanſtable, Nieully, and Re- i 
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naudin, and controlled by re repreſenta- 
tives. ; | | x 
138 | 5 e £0757 Duns, 4 | Guns, 
„ | | La Montagne, „„ Le Jean Bart, e 
111208 Le Majeſtueuxx 110 La Convention, — 74 
| Le Terrible, 110 La Revolution, = 74 
Le Revolutionnalre, 110 Le Scipion, - 74 
Le Neuf Thermidor *, 84 Le Neſtor,  - 74 
ö L'Indomptable, - - 84 Le Mutius Scævola, 74 
We: | CCC Les Droits de! Homme 74 
6 AR q | Le Montagnard, = 74, Le zi de Mai, „ 
1 Le Tourville, - 7 Le Neptune, <, 7 
Le Pelletier, 374 L'Eole, „ 
L'Acquilon, 74 L'Entreprenant, 74 
Le Temeraire, 74 Le Trajan, | 4 
Lie Zele, OS - 74 Le Patriote, = - 74 
101 IL'Audacieu , 74 Le Gaſparin, - 74 
1 i" Le Marat, - 74 Le Superb, = 74 
1 | | Le Tirannicide, - 74 Le Redoutable, — 74 
A Le Jemappe, 74 Le Fougueus, = 54 
1 | [ And the Alexander, of 74 guns, LE at leaſt a dozen 
4 | | | frigates, and ſeveral corvettes. 
Le Republicain, of 110 guns, was intended 
to conſtitute a part of the fleet; but on the 
[ night of the nb of December ſhe broke from 
* Formerly Le Jacobin, the ſhip ſuppoſed & to be funk 
| on the firſt of June, 
155 
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ker anchors, was driven on a rock, and bulged, 


in a manner which does very little credit to 
French ſeamanſhip, Here ſhe lay until the 
gth of January, when her remains were burned, 


her main- maſt and mizen'- maſt being then 


ſtanding, and her main-tcp-fail yard acroſs. 
When the fleet failed, the wind was nearly 
at E. and it continued to blow here between 
the points of N. E. and E. S. E. until the 
evening of Sunday the 25th of January, when 
it ſhifced to Sourh, and next day blew freth at 
S. W. On Thurſday the 29th of January it 
returned to S. E. and continued in the Eaſtern 
quarter until the evening of the 3 11t, when it 
backed to S. M. 55 
On the 12th of January Le Re loutable ſingly 
came back into port; on the 28th feven fall 
more of two-deckers returned, having parted 
three days before in a fog from the body of 
the fleet, whicn, to the number of rtwentv fail, 
arrived on the ſecond and third of this month, 
and two others have got into VOrient: no Jeſs 
than the following je having either foundered, 
or been purpoſely run on ſhore, to prevent their 


Anking. + ol 


Le 
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| : Guns. 
Le Scip ion 74 
22] . - 74 
Le Neuf Thermidor, 84. 
Le Temeraire,. = 74 
Le Neptune 74 


The condition even of thoſe which have ef 
caped, is deplorable : among others Le Ma- 
jeſtueux had four pumps going when ſhe en- 
tered the port. Two days ago I held a long | 
converſation with the Captain of Le Jean Bart, 
who execrated the planners of this deſtructive 
expedition to their navy. He aſſured me, that 
it had been remonſtrated againſt in the ſtrongeſt 
terms by the naval officers, and its pernicious 
conſequences foretold ; but the orders from 
Paris were poſitive. The fleet cruized in three 


_divifions, the eaſternmoſt of which kept but 


juſt outſide of Scilly and Uſhant; and the 
weſternmoſt was once driven as far as 189 W. 
in the latitude of 4.5%; the central diviſion oc- 
cupied the intermediate ſpace. I learned theſe 
particulars from ſome maſters of Engliſh mer- 
chantmen who were taken, and have been ſent 


to this priſon. A more effectual plan to in- 


terrupt 
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terrupt our commerce could not have been 
deviſed. Of its E had T not lived to 


fee it executed, I ſhould: at leaſt have doubted ;_ 


but this is an age of political phenomena on 
the water, as well as the land. Between fifty 
and ſixty prizes were captured by this fleet, 
among which was a tranſport bound from 
Ireland to Briſtol], having on board 120 ſol- 
diers of a new-raiſed regiment, who are now 
confined here, and do ſo little credit, by their 
appearance, to Britith troops, that I have more 
than once bluſhed, when they have been pointed 
at by the French; and I have been aſked with a 
ſneer, © Are theſe the men who are to march 
« to Paris?” In the liſt of prizes were alſo ſix 
or ſeven of the homeward- bound Oporto fleet, 


all of which they ſunk, with their cargoes; 


deeming, I preſume, that honeſt beverage (to 
uſe the words of one of their authors) © a heavy 
« ſtupifying 8 anc fit to be drunk by Engliſh-- 

e men only.” 
Cut off as T am from all communication with 
Engliſh politics, I ſhall not preſume to gueſs at 
the cauſes which have retained our flect in har- 
7 . bour. 
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bour. But ſome of thoſe which have not re- 
tained it, I thall venture to ſtate. It was nat 
the weather, for that was uninterruptedly fine 


until the 25th of January. It was not the 
wind, for that during the ſame period was al- 
ways eaſterly, here at leaſt, and our diſtance 


from Plymouth is barely 45 leagues. It was 
not a want of information, for (to my know- 
ledge) excluſive of other channels, two Engliſh 


gentlemen, who eſcaped from this place in a 
boat at leaft as early as the 8th of January, 


mult have arrived in England by the 12th or 
13th. The rigid caution obferved by the 
French, in not hazarding engagements at ſea, 
is notorious. In the preſent inftance it has 
been. exchanged for a hardy audacity, They 
now boaſt that they have challenged us to the 


liſts, which we have not dared to enter againſt 


them ; but, during the time of their fleet being 


out, I have ſeen them tremble at the probability 


of ſuch an event. Had the month of January 
been as tempeſtuous as it commonly 1s in this 


climate, our aſſiſtance would hardly have been 
required to deſtroy their leaky and crazy ſhips, 


in 
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in want of naval ſtores and able ſeamen. One 


hard gale of wind at S. S. W. would have coſt 
them at leaſt a dozen ſail of the line. Sg 


What then ſhall we ſay? © There is,” my 


friend, © a tide in the affairs“ of nations, as 


well as of men: the page of hiſtory every 


where records it. Hannibal, after the battle of 
Cannæ, inſtead of marching to Rome, turned 
aſide to Capua; — from that moment the Car- 
thaginian fortune ebbed, never to flow again. 
The ſeries of rapid conqueſts, which diſtin- 


guiſhed the brilliant campaign of 1776, was 


finiſned, not by taking Philadelphia, diſperſing 
the Congreſs, and breaking up the new govern- 


ment, but by occupying winter cantonmeats in 
Jerſey, where our victorious army was beaten 


in detail; — and America was loſt. The allies, 
after the ſurrender of Valenciennes, divided 
their forces; — and fince that fatal ſeparation 
how has their career of conqueſt been turned 


into retreat, marked only by overthrow, con- 


ſternation and deſpair ! 

On the 31ſt of December, the Admiral was 
again reduced to my ſociety, and that of his 
youngſters, all the other officers of the Alex- - 
ander 


Kr may 
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ander being ſent on ſhore to the Chiteay, 
where, according to accounts which I have re- 


' ceived from them, by ſome letters privately 


conveyed to me, they are treated in a manner 


ſhocking to humanity. But I muſt be con- 


tented with telling you my own ſtory. 


On their departure we who were left were 
again taken into the meſs of the officers of 


the ſhip. The military part of this aſſembly 


are a ſet of worthleſs wretches ; but two of 
thoſe who fill civil poſts are men of honourable 


characters, ever ready. to pity our ſituation, 
and to give us every reaſonable degree of in- 


telligence of the ſtate of the country, and what 


is going on; to which I add the advantage of 
reading daily ſome of the Paris news- papers, 
which are brought on board. : 
Through theſe channels I draw not only 
abundant matter for reflection, but frequently 
obtain diverſion. © Moderation, and down 


« with the Terroriſts !” reſound, I believe, 
from one end to the other of the republic. It 


is in all reſpects our intereſt to with that ſuch 
ſentiments may be more than nominal, It is 


certain that a general diſmiſſion of the creatures 
of 


- 
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of. Robeſpierre is taking place. The indiſeri- 
minate advancement of unqualified candidates 
to offices of truſt and dignity, which to court 
popular applauſe univerſally prevailed until, 
lately, furniſhes to thoſe, who are not over- 
friendly to a democratic cauſe, an inexhauſtible 
fund of merriment and ridicule. Among others 
who have juſt experienced the inſtability of ho- 
nours is Tribout, who commanded the troops 
at Breſt. This man, from beating a drum, and 
officiating as a regimental barber, under the 
old government, had been advanced by the re- 
yolution to the dignity of a drum-major, 
whence, by an eaſy gradation, he at once roſe 
to the rank of a general officer, for 1ntrepidity 
| diſplayed in a battle on the frontiers. His ele- 
vation, however, only expoſed him to deriſion 
in the diſtrict wherein he was delegated to 
command. Like the unfortunate cat, who at 
the requeſt of her maſter was metamorphoſed 
by Jupiter into a young woman, and who ſtill 
retained her feline appetites, ſome unlucky 
trait, it ſeems, was for ever occurring in this 
poor man's behaviour, to remind the ſpe <lators 
of his earlier profeſſions. | When he was on 


the 
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- the parade he had all the flouriſhes of the drum- 
major, and at table all the buſy curioſity and 
oily language of the Frizeur. After exciting 


univerſal contempt againſt himſelf and his em- 
ployers, during the period of his command 


here, he has been ſuddenly ſtripped of his full- 


blown honours, and condemred to vegetate 
hereafter on a ſmall penſion, which has been 


_ aſſigned to him; with permiſſion, How ever, to 


retain the title of General Tribout. 

The 21ſt of January was the anniverſary 
of the execution of Louis XVI. an event which 
will be annually commemorated by very dif- 


ferent ceremonies and emotions from what dif- 


tinguiſhed this. day, when the political phrenzy 
that now agitates Frenchmen ſhall be eva- 
porated. A play analagous to the occaſion 
was performed at the theatre, gratis; the towers 
and forts on ſhore, and all the ſhips in the har- 
bour, diſplayed their colours; and laſtly, to 
prove their civiſm, the keepers of this dungeon 
put on their beſt clothes, and provided the beſt 


dinner I have ſeen fince I have been taken. 


I are of it, but not without a ſigh for the cauſe 
which gave birth to this ſavage exultation over 
. | the 
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| the manes of a mild and generous, though 


irreſolute, monarch. And even here I feel 


pleaſure in ſaying, all ſenſations of pity are not 


extinguiſhed, all diſtinctions wkich ſhould re- 


gulate the adminiſtration of juſtice are not ob- 


literated. This very day a Frenchman whiſ- 
pered in my ear, His death (the king s) in 

« ſpite of the veil which the convention threw 
« over the real ſentiments of the people, ſtruck 
« the hearts of the majority of Frenchmen with 
« amazement and horror.” Of the memory 


of the queen he ſpoke leſs affectionately. He 


recounted to me ſome of the extravagant tales, 
which have been ſo induſtriouſly propagated 


againſt her; but in defiance of them, what un- 


prejudiced mind can heſitate to pronounce, 
that the cruel and ignominious rigour of her 


confinement; the brutal and unmanly ſpirit that 


dictated the charges upon which ſhe was tried; 
and the mockery of all juſtice with which ſhe 


was proſecuted ; joined to the violent death 


inflicted upon this unhappy princeſs (againſt 


whom report has been ſo loud, and proof ſo 


feeble) have fixed upon the annals of the re- 
volution a ſtain, which will be indelible, while 
G : ſentiments 
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. ſentiments of tenderneſs and generoſity to- 
wards women, and principles of equity to- 


' wards the accuſed, are cheriſhed in the 1 


breaft ? ? 
The news of the entire conqueſt of Holland 
has cauſed great rejoicings. But when the 


wildneſs of joy and congratulation had ſub- 


ſided, what think you was the firſt reflection 
which 1 heard on the ſubject? A calculation 


of the advantages which will acerue to their 


marine. By this acquiſition, they hope to be 
enabled to diſpute the empire of the ſea with 
England. It is publickly reported, that a ne- 
gociation for peace with Pruſſia is proceeding, 
and will be ſpeedily completed; but to yl 


only oppoſe my ſilent unbelief. 


We often hear of Charette; but the accounts 


are fo extravagant and contradictory, that J 


know not what to think. About two months 
ago Las perſuaded, from all I read i in the news- 
papers, and from what I was every day told, 


that he had either ſurrendered, and ſworn fealty 


to the republic; or was about to do ſo; but as 
the moſt furious republicans among my preſent 
aſſociates have * -hately been filent about him, and 

3 Þ - anſwer 
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anſwer with reluctance to my queſtions on the 

ſubject, I can only gueſs, from their reſerve, 

that all is not agreeable to their wiſhes, and con- 

ſequently that he is Rin che rallying ou of 
was” : 

I have ſometimes my doubts whethes it be 
not their intention to continue us where we are 
altogether, and that the promiſe of being ſent 
to Quimper is as deluſive as every other part 
of their conduct; but theſe are only the ſug- 
geſtions of ſpleen, on recollecting the frequency 
of our diſappointments ; for an order is abſo- 
lutely received on board, to ſend us hence to a 
{mall armed brig, which is to take ſome coaſters 
under her convoy to Quimper, as ſoon as the 
wind ſhifts to the N. W. In her, it ſeems, 
and not according to the firſt intention of ſend- 
ing us by land, are we to be conveyed to our 
place of deſtination. — There ! — but hang 
gloomy anticipations ! the thought alone of 
being on ſhore, and able to warm myſelf by 
exerciſe, muſt give it a decided preference to 
a priſon - ſhip, in which, during this bitter 
ſeaſon, we have been cooped up, and frozen 
both in ſoul and body. You would have 

. laughed 


verbal anſwer, that * his requeſt could not be 
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laughed to ſee the contrivances we have had 
recourſe to, to keep up a little warmth, and re- 
ſtore circulation to our benumbed extremities, 
The Admiral twice wrote to the repreſenta- 
tives, for permiſſion to walk on ſhore with 
the officers of the ſhip; but of his firſt letter 
no notice was taken; and to his ſecond only a 


cc granted, Was returned. Adieu. 


mc 
aff 
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LETTER VE 


5 Quimper, Bretagne, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, ; 18th Feb. 1795. 


1 lucky dog! you will exclaim, 
when you read the word Quimper at the 
head of this letter; and are farther told, that 1 
am comfortably lodged, and ſeated at an Eng- 
liſh table. This welcome intelligence will, I 
think, ſoon reach you through a channel by 

which I ſhall venture to fend you a packet. 
We arrived here yeſterday: Admiral Bligh 
brought with him a letter from an Engliſh 
lady, who accompanied Lady Anne Fitzroy, to 
Mademoiſelle Brimaudiere, a native and inha- 
bitant of the town; and, on preſenting it, was 
obligingly told by her, that ſhe had already 
received notice to prepare for him, from a gen- 
tleman at I'Orient, whoſe ſon-in-law, the cap- 
tain of the America, was a priſener in England; 
and that if he pleaſed to accept of ſuch accom- 
modations as her houſe, which was a hired one, 
afforded, they were at his ſervice. This cour- 
G3 teous 


— - 3 — Ke aa LU hrs. art ' ee. * 5 — Ac * I" 
- _ 8 
* 1 — $4 7 : . 
- - = 4 — — — r — — ̃ 6.Cmwé REC, — — AU ws. oh es 


9 a 8 
k ; _ 


86 LETTERS FROM FRANCE 


reous offer, you may be ſure, was immediately 
cloſed with, and we took poſſeſſion of our new 


apartments. | Here we were alſo welcomed by 


two of our countrymen, whom we found to be 


. Inmates of our houſe—Lieutenant Robinſon, 
late of the Thames frigate, and Mr. Burley, 


of the ſame ſhip. With [theſe gentlemen we 
have formed a mefs. The good lady of the 
houſe condeſcends to market for us; our ſer- 
vants, aſſiſted by the maid of the houſe, officiate 


as cooks; and we live already ſo much more 
comfortably than I ever expected to do during 


my captivity, that I cannot deſcribe to you the 
Joyful ſenſations I have experienced o on this 
change. 

We quitted the . ſhip on the 14th in- 
ſtant, to our unſpeakable ſatisfaction. From 
our military acquaintances there we parted with- 


out an adieu, from our civil ones not without 


ſentiments of eſteem. For the laſt nine days 


before our departure we had ſeparated from 
their meſs, and lived entirely by ourſelves, ow- 


ing to the following circumſtance: On ſome 


Engliſh priſoners being brought on board, one 


of the officers of the ſhip, who is a Provengal, 


and 


ci 
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and ſpeaks ſo indiſtinctly, that his own country- 
men cannot, without difficulty, underſtand him, 
deſired one of our young midſhipmen to inter- 
pret for him, which requeſt he would readily 


have complied with, as he had often done be- 


fore, had he comprehended it; but not poſſeſ- 
ſing the gift of underſtanding inarticulate ſounds, 


he turned round to his companion, and faid, 
« Monfieur —— aſks me ſome queſtion, but 


ce as uſual I don't know what it was.” The 
other not hearing himſelf called upon, and not 
ſuppoſing the matter to be very important, 
ſmiled, and- both of them, in all the gaiety and 
thoughtleſineſs of fourteen, walked away. For 


this enormous offence they were immediately 


ſent for into the cabin, and, without being ſuf- 
| fered to urge a ſyllable in explanation, were 
told, that they were not any longer to conſider 
themſelves as entitled to eat at the table of the 


officers. The young gentlemen communicated 


this to me, and I loſt no time in informing the 
Admiral of it; who finding, on examination, 
that they had not committed an intentional in- 
civility, defired me to explain the buſineſs, and 
to aſſure Monſieur that the apparent 

| | 5 hn ſlight 
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| EA. ſlight had proceeded "LIE miſapprehenſ on. 


| F 
it | This 1 attempted to do, and in return for it was t: 
i 7 honoured with ſeveral ſcandalous appellations, a 
ny as an inſtigator and abettor of the offenders, al- p 
| though it happened that I had not been prefent a 

when the erime was committed. Our two 1 

friends in the civil department alſo attempted p 

to interfere in their favour, but were ſilenced by t 

authority, the inſult being deemed of a public 

nature, and ſtriking at the dignity of the repub- te 

lic. Admiral Bligh now declared, that if the "Þ 

young gentlemen were to be thus driven from e 

the meſs, he and I ſhould look upon ourſelves re 

as included in the expulſion. This they would . w 

willingly have prevented, and wiſhed to draw | W 

a line of diſtinction; but the Admiral's manly k 

reſolution cut ſhort debate, and, on their refuſ- m 

ing to yield the point, he and I directly quitted en 

them with contempt; and with two ſpoons be- w 

longing to our ſervants, and a pocket-knife ſh 

each, which conſtituted our whole ſtock of uten- en 

ſils, we ſet up our meſs forthwith, demanding Ve 

our rations, but refuſing to receive any more th 

traitement. Now was to be ſeen, for the firſt m 

time, in a civilized enemy's country, a Britiſh he 


Admiral, 


ee D ̃ ̃ͥ!: ended 
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Admiral, whoſe ſeat was a trunk, and whoſe 
table was a trunk, eating a ſalt herring laid on 
a ſcrap of paper, from want of a plate; or ſup- 
ping at the ſame board, with a candle ſtuck in 
an ink-horn, on a ſecond herring; or dipping his 
ſpoon in a tub that held our ſoup, which was 
part of that made for the ſhip's company, ſome- 
times of beef, and ſometimes of horſe-beans 
and oil. Breakfaſt, however, by having a little 
tea and brown ſugar of our own, with the addi- 
tion of ſome ſalt butter, which we had pro- 
cured from the ſhore for our ſervants, was a 
repaſt of real luxury. This miſerable fare, and 
want of common neceſſaries, laſted but two days, 
when we got leave to employ the cook to mar- 
ket for us, and dreſs our proviſions. It brought 
me, however, perfectly acquainted with the 
extent of the French allowance, and likewiſe 
with the prices of different commodities on 
ſhore, which we found enormouſly high, and 
every day riſing. To conſole us, however, the 
value of gold, in exchange for affignats, more 
than kept pace in its increaſe. —Here I take 
my leave of the good ſhip La Normandie, and 
her worthy inmates, in full truſt that, in the 

| courſe 
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courſe of our future correſpondence, neither 


her name, nor theirs, will ever again pollute 


my paper 
My obſervations ſince I left Breſt could not 


be numerous ; but, as I feel an intereſt in 
them, they ſhall not be ſuppreſſed. | 


The little veſſel which conveyed us hither 
was extremely inconvenient, and ill-fitted for 


the purpoſe; but her commander, Monſieur 


Conſeil, and his officers, treated us with great 
civility and regard. She had been a Jerſey 
privateer, and retains her Engliſh name, the 
Betſy. About noon, on the day before yeſter- 
day, we anchored juſt within the mouth of the 


river that leads to Quimper, within twenty 
yards of the ſhore. After ſo long a reſidence 
on ſhip- board, amidſt men of coarſe and fero- 


cious manners, I could not withdraw my eyes 
from the ſcene before me. It was a clear froſty 


day, but the deep ſnow of the winter had been 


melted by intervening thaws, and the fields 
bore that freſh and verdant hue, which is ſo 
re-animating to the human heart. The river 
was of a moderate breadth, and on each fide 
ſtood a pariſh-church, ſurrounded by a few 

ſcattering 
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ſcattering houſes. Notwithſtanding the keen- 
neſs of the weather, the peaſantry were dancing 
in circles in the open air. The ſmall ſpace 
which I could ſee bore no trace of diſtreſs or 
_ devaſtation; and ſo tranſported was I with the 
appearance of all around me, heightened by a 
recollection of the paſt, that I was almoſt ready, 
with the ſhipwrecked philoſopher of antiquity, 
to cry out to my companions, Courage, my 
ee friends! from theſe marks I know we are 
« thrown among civilized beings !” _ 
Our commander, who was of a pleaſant un- 
ſuſpicious temper, begged that the Admiral 
would defer going up to Quimper until the 
next morning; and offered, if we pleaſed, to 
accompany us on ſhore after dinner for a walk. 
This was a welcome invitation, and eagerly 
_ embraced. About two o'clock we landed with 
our conductor, and ſet out for a large handſome 
looking houſe, the chateau of the Marquis de 
Kerſalaun, about a mile off, which we had ſeen 
in the morning, in running along-ſhore, before 
we entered the river. We paſſed through thick 
woods, and when we reached the chateau found 
there an engineer, who is ſtationed on the coaſt, 
| in 
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in the ſervice of the republic, and is a friend of 


the Marquis. This gentleman is permitted to 


refide here, and alſo two of the Marquis's old 
female ſervants. He received us very politely, 
and led us up large ſtone ſtaircaſes, through 
various apartments lined with old tapeſtry, and 


_ - half illumined © by rich windows, which almoſt 
* exclude the light.” He ſhewed vs alſo a ſmall 
chapel within the houſe, which, though com- 

monly kept ſhut up, bears marks of the fury of 
the times. The chateau is long and low, with 


a turret, which reſembles a pigeon-houſe, on its 
centre, and has a fine old avenue leading up to 
it from the ſea-ſide. Before we left the houſe, 
the gentleman preſented to us ſome excellent 


cyder, and lamented, with evident ſigns of mor- 
tification, that he poſſeſſed not a drop of either 


wine or brandy. From the houſe he took vs 
into two large walled gardens, forming oblong 


ſquares. In the difpofition of theſe, and the 


other grounds ſurrounding the houſe, no mark 
of tafte appears, but they exhibit the hand of 
wealth and labour. In the centre of the largeft 


garden ſtands a circular baſon or fountain of 


conſiderable fize, © which once,” ſaid our civil 


and 


— a a wat rams 22 —— 


IN THE YEAR 1799 93 


_ ſenſible conductor, © was thought an em- 
ee belliſhment to the chateau. Here, continued 
he, © ran the leaden pipes which ſupplied it, 
« and here were fixed the plates of iron which 
« ſecured it; but, as you ſee, all the former 
te are dug up, and caſt into bullets, and all the 
« latter have been torn off in wantonneſs. Mark 
« too the breaches in that wall, through which 
ee the cattle and pigs enter; and how the eſpaliers 
« are either broken, or rooted up. No means 
* to prevent theſe depredations are left in my 
te power. The chateau was lately converted 
e into a temporary priſon, to contain a party 
« of Engliſhmen, who, under the guard of a 
« detachment of ſoldiers, were ſent to cut down 
« the Marquis's waods, for the uſe of the re- 
c public. I have leſs cauſe of complaint 
« againſt the Engliſh than againſt their guards, 
« who were to the laſt degree inſolent and de- 
cc ſtructive. Twice did they ſet fire to the 
ee houſe by their careleſsneſs (we had ſeen the 
marks on the floors and tapeſtry) — I com- 
< plained and remonſtrated againſt them, in 
<« vain, to our municipality: I obtained no re- 
« dreſs, But this evil was temporary. The fatal 

1 change 
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re change which has taken place in our manners, 
e and the wide- extended ſpirit of rapine, which 
wa it has introduced, has infected our peaſantry, 
© The farmers and tenants of the Marquis, 
« who formerly preſſed forward to ſerve him 
« (for he was a kind and generous landlord) are 
« now cager to promote the devaſtation, and 
« to ſhare in his ſpoils. This and this,” (point- 
ing to different marks of fury and ravage) 
have they committed.” —As we went home- 
ward he made us obſerve, that all the trees of 
the avenue were marked, for the uſe of the re- 
public « and,“ added he, © are all to be cut 
ec down ſoon, with the reſt of the wood on the 
te eſtate, in order to be ſent to Breſt, the whole 
© being in a ſtate of requiſition.” I ſaw ſome 
large groupes of ſtately firs, many of which were 
felled and ſquared on the ſpot. J put ſome 
queſtions to him about the Marquis and his 
fortune. He is,” ſaid he, © between eighty⸗ 
« one and eighty-two years old, and is now at 
ce Paris, where he is obliged to reſide, and, in 
<« return for ſtripping him of his eſtate, he has 
te been promiſed a penſion. Perhaps, as matters 
« are certainly ſoftening among us, he may be 
| « enabled 
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ee enabled to make better terms. It is not pre- 
« tended that he has committed any crime ; but 
« he ſuffers for thoſe of his two ſons, who have 
es emigrated; and, at the age of fourſcore years, 
« he was thought too dangerous a perſon to be 

« permitted to dwell on his hereditary eſtate, 
where he offered to remain tranquil, and ſub- 
te miſſive to the ruling powers. He was for- 
« merly Doyen of the States of Bretagne. In a 
« letter, which he lately wrote to a friend, he 
« ſtates himſelf to be in good health, and to have 
c borne the exceſſive cold of the winter very 


« well; but complains that wood was 400 


livres a cord, and meat three livres a pound. 
« The value of his eſtate was between ſixty and 
« ſeyenty thouſand livres per annum; but of 
© this to the amount of not more than twelve 
* thouſand lies contiguous to the houſe. ' The 
timber, however, on this latter part was ſo 
« valuable, as to be reckoned at twice the 
« worth of the land.“ It appeared to me, in- 
deed, to be very thickly wooded. 5 
We bade adieu to our obliging informer, and 


returned towards our ſhip, by a different way 


from at. which we had come. On this road I 


ob erved 
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obſerved three or four ſtone croſſes, broken 


and thrown down. When we reached the land- 


ing-place, the peaſants were again dancing, with 


fome ſoldiers, ſailors, and fiſhermen. We went 
cloſe to look at them, and, except from one 


lady, who told us, in broken French, ſhe did 


not like the Engliſh, met with neither rudeneſs 
or inſult. The figure of their dance was very 


fimple, conſiſting only of deſcribing a circle, 


through various parts of which, with joined 
hands, they threaded from time to time ; and 
notwithſtanding their wooden ſhoes, I thought 


they executed it with more ſpirit and leſs awk- 


wardneſs than our clowns generally perform. 
None of the women were handſome, but they 


had all healthy cheerful countenances, and were 


coarſely but cleanly dreſſed ; their long white 


caps, which form a ſort of hood behind, giving 


to the younger ones a very ſober and matron- 


like appearance. A publick- houſe, which the 


dancers of both ſexes frequently viſited, was 
cloſe by, where cyder and a ſmall acid red 


wine were retatled. Theſe people converſed 


entirely in the Breton language, the ſound of 
ns had J nat forcibly felt from other cu- 
cumſtances 
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cumſtances where I was, would have made me 
fwear that I was in Wales. 1 found, upon 
_ trial, that not one in ten of the peaſants could 
ſpeak French, or even underſtood it when 
| ſpoken to them. I aſked if the gaiety which 
1 faw was continual, or only occaſional; and 
was told, that this was the week of the carnival, 
a period of feftivity, which the Bretons of all 
ranks, notwithſtanding the auſterity of the 
times, have never failed t to celebrate in — 
and diſſipation. 

I went into fn houſes. They form 4 
medium between the neatneſs of an Engliſh, 
and the filthineſs of an Iriſh, cottage ; they are 
dark and gloomy like the latter, but the walls 
are ſtrongly built of ſtone, the roofs well 
thatched, and none of them are without a 
chimney. There was a moderate quantity of 
neceſſary houſehold utenſils in all, and a good 
fire burning, over which, in moſt of them, hung 
large pots boiling. Here was no indication of 
want or diſtreſs. «© Deſtruction to the chireaux, 
peace to the cettages,” is an aphoriſm, which 
has been often repeated in the convention, to 
inſtigate the poor to plunder the rich. 
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regard it with attention, whiſpered me, that it 
owed its preſervation to him: a piece of intel - 


the paſſage tedious and diſagreeable. The river 
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The church- door being open, 1 walked i in, 
4 ſound it converted into a barrack for the 
ſoldiers belonging to a ſmall fort which ſtands 


at a little diſtance. There was a large fire 


burning 1 in it, and it was filled by the bedding 
and other effects of the men; but I obſerved 
that the altar was entire. A ſerjeant, ſeeing me 


ligence of which I could not doubt the trurh, 


when he carried me into a little veſtry, which 


he unlocked with a key that he took from his 


pocket. There he ſhowed me the images of 
our Saviour and the Virgin, which were here 


depoſited uninjured. I commended the zeal 


of this honeſt halberdier, and we parted wy 


Sante it being time to return on board. 
Next morning after breakfaſt we were con- 


5 veyed hither, in one of the ſhip's boats. The | 


diftance is: about three leagues; and à cold 


winds very much, and gradually-narrows, until 
it becomes contrafted at Quimper to a freſh- 


water brook, deep * however, to permit 
51 = veſſels, 


* 


SE 


s . os "> 


IN THE FEAR 1795. ; 99 


veſſels, which do not draw more than eleven Ke by 
to reach the town at high water. Its banks are 
highly pictureſque, very woody, and rather wil 
and bold than fertile. They are befides 1 
by many gentlemen” s houſes, on a ſmaller ſcale 
than the Marquis de Kerſalaun's chateau, but 
built in the ſame taſte, and ſurrounded by plan- 
rations of fir-trees. Like the chateau too, they 
all bear marks of the unhappy ſtate of the coun» 
try, the windows being broken, the garden-walls 
and fences deſtroyed, and an air of deſolation 
pread atound them. 

About one o'clock we reached 8 and | 
were taken to the houſe of the commiſſary of 
priſoners, whoſe reception of us did not forebode 
the pleaſing conſequences which followed; for 
this man of power, when acquainted with our 
names and ranks, neither did us the honour to 
return our ſalute of the hat, or to aſk us to 
fit down, However, after having given a re- 
ceipt for us to the captain of the veſſel, he con- 
deſcended to conduct us in perſon to the houſe 
of Mademoiſelle B (to whom he is related} 


whoſe polite and obliging reception of us, ſoon 
cauſed us to forget the republican manners of 
diger Preci nl, 


H 2 We 
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We 3 found bete abundance of our coun- 
trymen, this town being the principal depot of 


priſoners of war in the Weſtern departments. 


In this unfortunate liſt are Captain Kittoe, of 
I Eſpion ſloop of war, and his two lieutenants; 
Colonel Caldwell, who is a native of Ireland, 


and in the Portugueze ſervice; with many other 


officers and gentlemen, and ſeveral hundred 


| Britiſh ſcamen. 


LETTER 
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RS r ER VII. 


| © CY  Quimper, 2d March; 1795. 
LTROUGH placed in a part of France 
A very remote from the capital, and unfre- 
quented by travellers, I find in all I hear and ſee 
abundant matter of wonder and reflection; and 
as I advance in my enquiries, the ſcene con- 
tinues to open upon me. To witneſs the me- 
ridian blaze of the revolutionary government, I 
am arrived fix months too late; its diſaſtrous 
luſtre is eclipſed. When I teſtify emotions' of 
- aſtoniſhment, I am always cut ſhort by the ex- 
clamation of, * Ah! if you had been here in the 
© reign of Robeſpierre, or even during the firſt 
three months after his death! 5 
am not upon any parole, either written or 
verbal, but I am cautions, that is, the lady of 
the houſe is bound for my appearance at all 
times, in the ſum of 3000 livres. Upon this 
conſideration I have leave to go into all parts 
of the town, and have ventured to deviate, in 
H3 every 
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every direction, into the ſurrounding country, 


to the diſtance of two or three miles, without 
having hitherto met with interruption. 

Nothing could happen more fortunately than 
our coming here at the beginning of the car- 
nival- week, during which parties meet every 
night at each other 8 hopſes. The evening of 
our arrival the meeting was held at Made- 


| moiſelle Brimaudiere 85 and was attended by al 


her friends and acquaintances, who, as the 1 is a 
woman well born and connected, are of the 
better order, though, as I found in the ſequel, 
of very oppoſite political opinions. Formerly 
theſe aſſemblies were clofed by ſumptuous ſup- 
pers; but in the preſent poverty of the times, 


they meet only to play at paſe-dix. Into this 


circle was introduced, and found the greater part 
of - it compoſed of well-dreſſed people of both 
ſexes, who ſurrounded a large table, on which 


the dice were rolling, and the ſpirit of betting 


a8 keen as it could have been at any former 
period; handfuls of affignats 5 ſhifting their owners 


every moment ; and. even children, of not more 
than ſeven or eight years old, were encouraged 


to ſtand by, and receive le flons i in this inſtruc- 
tive 
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tire ferminary {—* Ma mere! dir fols pour 1 Ma. 


« zante | quinzs ſols contre! reſounded from in- 
fant mouths on every fide. - Among the women 
were ſeveral whom I thought very agreeable in 


perſon, particularly Mademoiſelle Kervelligan, 


and la Marquiſe de Ploeuc. The latter is ex- 
tremely elegant. in her manners, but beams 
« with faded ſplendor.” I could not bear to 
hear the booriſh and diſguſting title of . Ci- 
© zoyenne” applied to a faſhionable woman; and 


therefore, whenever [ addreſſed myſelf to the 
marchioneſs, I called her Madame la Mar-. 


« quiſe,” and the reſt of the company Made- 


moiſelle, or Monſieur. Indeed to this I had ac. 
quired a fort of right, by being myſelf honoured: 
with the appellation of Monſieur le Major,” 
when I was invited to play, which I at ohce 


accepted, and formed one of the circle. Theſe 
good old- faſhioned courteſies alſo fell occa- 
ſionally from the reſt of the company; but I 
obſerved that they were ſpoken in a low voice, 


and not without trepidation: they are, however, 


I am aſſured, faſt returning into vogue. 
At a play- table the common centre of union 
| muſt be the ſtake, and to that I found here, as 
ond. elſewhere, 
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elſewhere, all cares anxiouſty directed; but, 
during ſome ſhort ceſſations of the game, I re- 
marked that the company div ided into knots, 
which ſeemed jealous of each other. The ope- 
ration of a more powerful paſſion being ſuſ- 
pended, their political prejudices were now re- 
vived. I was among royaliſts, federaliſts, and 
fierce republicans one and indiviſible. The 
fathers, mothers, brothers, and ſiſters of emi- 


grants, for whoſe deſertion they had been pu- 
niſhed, collected with Zons citoyens, and enragts. 


Of theſe laſt, from not mixing in their groupe, 
I can ſay nothing, except that the dreſs of ſome 


of them was affectedly mean, and their conver» | 


ſation marked by a boiſterous and rude fami- 
liarity, which I knew before were leading cha- 
racteriſtics of their party. If I find myſelf com- 
pelled by neceſſity to cultivate an acquaintance 


with any of this faction, while J remain at 
Quimper, I hope I ſhall not be conſtrained to 


extend to them an obſervation, which I was 


forced to paſs upon their brethren on ſhip- 


board that I never knew one man, profeſſing 


to be a fierce.and flaming republican, who poſ- 


ſeſſed either the manners which ſhould diſtin- 
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guiſh a gentleman (ſetting aſide the forms of 
courteſy) or that common ſhare of probity; 
which is required to keep the links of OR 
togetner.. 

In the little knot. of 0 to 1 you | 
may ſuppoſe, I attached myſelf, I was not worſe 
received for being an Engliſhman. Indeed they 
ſpoke quite undiſguiſedly before me, but it was 
in whiſpers. A young lady, on ſeeing me gaze 
with attention upon one of the republican 
phalanx, who (like all his colleagues) had worn 
his hat during the evening, aſked me, which I 
liked beſt, the tri- coloured cockade I was ſur- 
veying, or the * cocarde blanche? * The cockade 
ce of honour, to be ſure,” I anſwered. —< Softly, 
« ſoftly, for God's ſake!” ſaid ſhe, © or we ſhall 
« be overheard and undone." _ | 
One of the company, Monſieur Kirn, 


is a member of the convention, and appeared 
to me, both on this occaſion and ſince, to be a 
manly dignified character. I converſed a little 
with him on indifferent ſubjeQs, as he only 
played occaſionally. He is reputed to poſſeſs a 


penetrating mind; and it is certain that he 


very early diſcovered the views of Robeſpierte, 


and 
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and-deſcribed them faithfully to his friends here; 


Monſieur Kervelligan was proſcribed, with 


many other deputies, on the 3iſt of May, when 
the Briſſotine party was overthrown, and com- 
pelled to fle before that of the Mountain. With 
ſome of his colleagues, he effected his eſcape into 
Normandy, and thence into the wildeſt part of 
this neighbourhood, where he took refuge among 
the: peaſants, by whom he was known and be- 
ved. Theſe poor people were well aware, 
what by betraying him they might make their 
ſortunes; but they were too ſimple and honeſt 
10 violate the du. y of hoſpitality. He frequently 


ventured to come into town in diſpuiſe; and has 


often heard himſelf proclaimed a traitor, and a 
reward offered to whoever would bring him in, 
alive or dead, to the municipality. Soon aſter 
the execution of Robeſpierre, he emerged from 
Kis retreat, and by a late decree of the conven- 
tion, is recalled, with others, to his ſeat in their 
body; and intends to ſet out to Paris very ſoon, 


to reſume his delegation. Monſieur Kervelligan 
voted againſt the murder of his ſovereign; and 
has told his friends here, that in going, on the 


Pas of the queſtion being put to the vote, to the 
hall 
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ball: of the convention, he an 
members were ſeveral times ſtopped, and ſur- 
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and many other 


rounded by bodies of the loweſt: claſs of the 


people, who clapped piſtols to their heads, 
tchreatened them, and ſwore they w ould ſacrifce 


them on their return, if A did not vote e for 
the death of their ſovereign. if . 
During the carnival - week 3 was a 950 


Party, ſimilar to the firſt, at our houſe: 2 and, 
under the auſpices of our good hoſteſs, I wen at 


alſo. to/rwo-others; the laſt of which, on Sunday 
evening, was at Monſieur Kervelligan's, where 
the ſame entertainment was provided, and pur- 


ſued with the ſame avidity. Mademoiſelle Ker- 
velligan 1 have already mentioned as a hand- 


ſome young woman; and her mother, Mudame 
Kervelligan, is alſo very. agreeable. 
At one of theſe routs I ſaw a ſpecimen of ge- 
nuine democratic manners, which all who aim 
to become great men in the ſtate affect to imi- 
tate. The commiſſary of priſoners, a man al- 
lied to nobility, liberally educated, and once an 


Abbe, bolted into the room where the company 


were aſſembled, humming the Carmagnole, with 
his hat on, which was adorned with a red, a 
| white, 
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»hite, and a blue feather, and his hands ſtuek 


in his breeches, not pockets. In this attitude 
he ſtood all the evening, and thruſting himſelf 


among the ladies, had the impudence to enter 


i: into familiar converfation with the Marchioneſs 
de Ploeuc, and other women of rank and de- 


licacy, with all the airs which conſcious ſupe- 


riority of power can inſtil into a reptile, This 
brutal manner of mingling in ſociety, and ad- 


dreſſing women, has become, ſince the revolu- 
tion, the ton of republican coxcombs, and during 


the reign of Robeſpierre ſet decorum and the re · 


ſtraints of civilized life at defiance. It is now on 
the decline, except with thaſe who ſtill court the 
applauſe of the dregs of that faction. A courtiet 
of Verſailles at his toilet, ſurrounded by paints, 
patches, and perfumery, was, in the eye of reaſon, 
a ridiculous and contemptible animal; but the 
moſt effeminate eſſenced marquis, that ever con- 


fulted a looking glaſs, was ſurely ee to 


this indecent bloc khead. 


In frequenting theſe little tha; I we manx 


victims of the tyranny af the government, and 


hear ſuch anecdotes. of it related, as make me 


ſhudder. The marchioneſs has been ftripped 
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of two eſtates, and the beſt houſe in this town; 

which is converted into a priſon. Two ladies, | 
who reſide in our houſe, are but juſt liberated 
from a cloſe confinement, under which, with 
many more of their ſex, they languiſhed for 
fourteen months. During their impriſonment, 
in return for the ſequeſtration of their property, 
they were allowed Zewenty ſols a day, out of which 
they were compelled to pay two for houſe-rent. 
| Monſieur, Brimaudiere, brother of the lady of 


this houſe, was capitaine des gens d'armes of this 


diſtrict, a poſt of truſt and power. When the 
party of Briſſot fell, he was ſeized, ſent to Paris, 
and impriſoned for fifteen months in the Concier- 
gerie. During the whole of his confinement he 
was kept in the ſame room, and ſaw, during that 
period, 167 perſons go out of it to the guillotine, 
every day expecting himſelf to be added to the 
number. His fate was cloſe at hand when Ro- 
beſpierre was overturned, and ſoon after the 
death of the tyrant he was liberated, and ſent 
back hither, to reſume his former ſituation, which 
he now fills. He deſcribes almoſt the whole of 
this aſſembly of victims to have been ſo conſcious 
of their 1 innocence, and fo reconciled to their 

lot, 
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| | lot, from tlie daily exits of their friends, that 
i 43 nothing but reſignation, indifference, or levity, 
prevailed throughout the priſon, death having 


1 ceaſed, from its familiarity, to terrify. It was 


x _ cuſtomary to warn, on the preceding evening, 
1 . thoſe priſoners who were to be put on their 
trial the next day; and by a regulation made 
among themſelves, the party to be tried gave a 
Eo | ſupper on that night to the whole room; and, if 
= TT he was ſpared for the preſent, and remanded 
back, he was in return treated with a dinner at 
their gr expence. Our dinner entertain- 
« ments,” ſaid my informer, ce were few in- 
«. deed; but Oh! the e without end which 
« we partook of? 

All my days, however, "CW not 2 en  paſſ 
in going to routs, and liſtening to details of 
miſery. I have paid a viſit to two more mem- 
bers of the convention, and have been at 
church. On the afternoon of the 19th inſtant, 

| the repreſentatives Gueſno and Guermeur ar- 
| rived here in great ſtate, in a coach which had 
once belonged to their king, drawn by eight 
horſes, and eſcorted by forty huſſars. Yoils 
1 TY N cried aloud ſome (I was told) who 
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ifaw them enter in this pomp. And,” ſaid 
my informer, * as if conſcious of their power, 
« and the importance of their miſſion, theß 
« neither bowed to the crowd which was aſ- | 
« ſembled to gaze at them, nor ſpread any lure 
« to engage popular attention, like their brethren 
« who have. heretofore been among us. They 
are both natives of Bretagne, and of good, 
though not of noble, families. In conjunction 
with ſeveral more deputies, furniſhed with great 
powers, they have been delegated by the con- 
vention to treat with the inhabitants of La 
Vendee. Among other avowed objects of their 
coming hither, is an enquiry into the complaints 
which have been at different times made by the 
priſoners of war. Accordingly, two days after, 
Admiral Bligh, attended by Captain Kittoe and 
myſelf, went to the tavern (which once was the 

town-palace of the Biſbop of the dioceſe) wherein 
they lodged. We ſaw them both, and the Ad- 
miral, through Captain Kittoe and me as his 
interpreters, made ſome repreſentations to them, 
which, if not quite ſatisfactorily anſwered, were 
at leaft candidly liſtened to by Monſieur Guer- 
wy who was extremely civil; but his colleague 

a | Gueſno 
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Gueſno was leſs friendly, and more elevated 
keeping his ſeat, with his hat on, while we re⸗ 
mained in the room, and frequently i interrupt- 
ing our ſtatements. He is ſaid to avow pub- 

 lickly a hatred of our nation, which in this 
ſhort conference could not be reſtrained. On 
che following day I was deputed by the Admiral 
to wait upon them again, with a letter from him, | 
entreating them to give orders that the other 
officers of the Alexander (who are ftill cloſely 
locked up in the chateau of Breſt, ſuffering 
miſery and impoſition) might be liberated, and 
permitted to join us here. Upon reaching their 
hotel, I found a crowd of ſuitors attending at the 
foot of the ſtair-caſe ; but the landlady, on ſee- 
ing me, aſſured me I ſhould not wait for an au- 
dience, as an order had been given by Guer- 
meur to admit at once all Engliſh officers who 
might wiſh to ſee him. I profited immediately 
by this flattering diſtinction, and marched 
through two rows of impatient Frenchmen, 
who were expecting what I had obtained. 1 
found him alone, and was as politely received 
as on the preceding day. He read my dif 
patches with deliberation, and in anſwer deſired 
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me to preſent his compliments to the Admiral, | 


and to aſſure him, that he would write to his 


colleagues at Breſt, and beg them to comply 
with the requeſt. 

Liſten now to a relation, which will in nw 
degree evince to you the infamous height to 
which impoſition, on the ignorance of the 
people, is practiſed in this country. On the 
23d of this month an expreſs arrived, in the 
middle of the night, from the other repreſen- 
tatives on miſſion in this department to thoſe 


here, which cauſed great ſpeculation, affording 


to one part of the inhabitants of the place as 
much joy and exultation, as to the other it was 
productive of grief and diſmay :—* Peace con- 
cc Juded with Charette.” —An event, at once 
ſo momentous and deſirable, could not paſs 
without celebration. A drummer was ſent in 


the morning into the town, who proclaimed at 
the corner of every ſtreet the important intel- 
ligence; and announced, that on the ſame even- 


ing a ball, in honour of it, would be given by 
the repreſentatives of the people, to which all 
good republicans were invited to repair, This 
Was 2 bitter trial to the poor royaliſts, particu- 
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larly to thoſe who had been lately liberated 


from impriſonment. Many of them, rather 
than go to ſuch a commemoration, choſe to 
| ſubmit to the imputation of inciviſm, and to 


provoke afreſh the arm of power; while others, 
more compliant, went with aching hearts, to 
wear the maſk of joy on an event, which, if 
true, quaſhed their final hope. They all, how- 
ever, conſoled themſelves in believing that the 


information was unfounded. How,“ ſaid they, 


ce can we credit any thing which our enemies 
« firax2 How many victories have not we been 


« commanded to celebrate, which were gained 


« only in the fertile inventions of thoſe who 
« fabricated them, and iſſued the orders! Did 
ce they-not aſſure us, that the Engliſh fleet was 
« defeated, and almoſt utterly deſtroyed, in the 
« engagement of the firſt of June? Did not 
„and ——, and ——;, who were juſt ar- 


« rived from Breſt, aver with ſolemnity and 


« oaths, that they had feen, and actually been 

t on board, three Engliſh ſhips of the line, in 

« the port of Breſt, which were taken in that 
ec action? .&c. &c.“ . 

On. theſe ſpecimens of modern Gallic 5 

x : frontery 
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frontery J leave you to your own reflections; 
and ſhall only obſerve, that in a yery few days 
the intelligence about Charette was contra- 
dicted, when the royaliſts, as far as they dared, 
returned the laugh. upon their opponents. 

Be this as it may, the ball was well, or at 
leaſt fully, attended, by generals, colonels, cap- 
tains, ſerjeants, corporals, privates, and drum- 
mers, with their wives and children; ; to whom 
may be added all the butchers, barbers, bakers, 
tallow-chandlers 7 ſervant-maids, and fiſhwomen 
in and about Quimper, © whoſe dreſs, man- 
« ners, and vociferation, joined to the offenſive 
te ſmell which proceeded from their perſons, 
drove me, ſaid the lady from whom I bor- 
row this account, © out of the room in about 
* half an hour.” The maid of our houſe (who 
is not of an ignoble ſtock, although reduced to 
ſervice) ſaid, ſhe did not deign to dance, as 
none but /ans- culotte partners offered them- 
ſelves. Water was the only refreſhment which 
was ſerved up at this civic feaſt, and all the 
fiddlers of the town were put in a ſtate of re- 
quiſition to Play at it, My curioſity Was ſtrong; 
1 but 
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but it was s impoſſible for an n Engliſhman 1 to be 
preſent on ſuch an occaſion. 
I ſhall now deſcribe a ſcene to you, which 


filled me with very different emotions from 
this recital. —On leaving the repreſentative, 


after preſenting to him the Admiral's letter, as 


I was going out of the door, I heard the ſound 


of an organ, proceeding from the cathedral, 
which was very near the houſe: I went in, and 
found maſs celebrating in the preſence of a 
congregation conſiſting chiefly of poor people 


from the country, with a few of the higher 
ranks, many more of whom, I was aſſured, 
would have been there, could they have be- 


lieved themſclves ſecure from reproach ; but 
the return of religious worſhip was yet too 
young for them to incur the riſk—they were all 
kneeling at their deyotions, with great appear- 
ance of "fervency; while a fine grey-headed re- 
ſpectably looking prieſt, habited in his ponti- 


ficals, officiated at the altar. I walked the 


whole length of the church, through rows 
of people on their knees, which formerly 
might have. been deemed diſreſpect in a he- 
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retic ; but I now met with nothing but cour- 
teſy and regard, all ſeeming e that the 
baſis of their perſuaſion and mine was the 
ſame, however we might differ in external forms 
of adoration. Here I had leiſure to contem- 
plate the ſcene of deſolation which this ve- 
nerable temple preſented. At leaſt half the 
windows of fine old painted glaſs, © richly 
« dight, were broken; all the monuments 
torn down ; and the bones of the dead expoſed 
to view, and commingled with the ruins of their 


_ tombs, the names and armorial devices being 


utterly defaced, and the coffins taken away and 
converted into bullets. When the ſervice was 


_ finiſhed, 1 went within the railing which in- 


cloſes the altar, to look at a large picture, re- 
preſenting the Aſcenſion, the figures of which 
are pierced through in more than twenty places, 
by ſabres and bayonets. An old man, who was 
kneeling near the rails, obſerving my attention 
fixed on the painting, told me, that in the va- 
cant fide-compartments once ſtood two. other 
pictures taken from holy writ; But,“ faid 


he, © they were ſo cut and hacked, that wwe 


ce were under a neceſſity of taking them away.” 
1 A gen- 
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A gentleman, who had joined me in the church, 
informed me, that the altar and confeſſionals 
which T ſaw had been brought hither from 


another church; for that thoſe belonging to 


this had been either burnt, or broken into a 
thouſand pieces: nay, that the figures, with 
which the altar had been adorned, were care- 
fully ſeparated from it, and triumphantly guil- 
lotined in the middle of the great ING * the 
town. 

Cold and republican muſt have been the 
eye which could ſurvey ſuch ſcenes of bar- 
barous devaſtation unmoved, and the heart 


which could liſten to ſuch deſcriptions of ſacrile. 


gious delirium without a ſigh! 


6% —- Oh! but man! proud man 
% Preſs'd in a little brief authority; 
4 like an angry ape, 
5 Plays ſuch fantaſtic tricks before high heaven, 
& As makes the angels weep.” SHAKESPEARE, 


Upon enquiring, I learned that the church 
had been open for public worſhip about three 
weeks, in conſequence of a proclamation iſſued 
at POrient, on the 1 3th of January, by the 
repreſentatives Gueſno and Guermeur, in which 
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liberty of worſhip is granted to al men in their 
own way, on © proper terms,” but not. as 
national worſhip ; the republic on a 
national religion, although tolerating and per- 
mitting the free exerciſe of all, provided the 
prieſts who officiate have taken the oaths of 
allegiance to the ſtate, To this laſt ſtipulation 
the thinneſs of the weekly congregations is in 
part attributable, the rigid catholics holding in 
deteſtation the prieſts who have _ the 
oaths, Adieu. | 
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LETTER vl 


1 Quimper, ath of April 1795. 

JF $H0VL p not amuſe you with æ diſquiſition 
1 on the etymology of the name of Quimper, 

or a reſearch into the date of its foundation, 
were I capable of furniſhing ſuch an entertain- 
ment; but I will tell you all J know of its pre- 

ſent ſtate, and of the country contiguous to it. 
It is unqueſtionably a town of conſiderable an- 


tiquity, and when it formed a part of the poſſeſ- 


ſions of the dukes of Bretagne (ere thoſe were an- 
nexed to the crown of France, by the marriage of 
Charles VIII. with Anne of Brittany) ſometimes 
ſided, in the wars between the Engliſh and the 
French, with one party, and ſometimes with the 
other, A maſſy ſtone wall ſurrounding the old 


town, the cathedral, and ſome other buildings, are 


believed to be the works of our countrymen. 
The town ſtands in a bottom, encompaſſed 
by high hills, and the largeſt part of it is built 
on a neck of land formed by the confluence of 
” 4 | two 
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two rivers. I have often thought it like Ply- 
mouth ; but it is not fo large, although even 
now extremely populous. Its ſtreets are narrow, 
winding, and dirty ; and their former names 
have been changed into others of a revolutionary 
ſound, ſuch as the ſtreet of Voltaire, the ſtreet 
of Mably, the ſquare of Liberty, &c. &c. The 
greateſt part of the houſes are very ancient and 
mean; but a few are large and ſtately, with 
walls whoſe thickneſs ſeems intended for endleſs 
duration, On entering them, I was ſurprized 
to ſee the unfiniſhed ſtate of moſt of the apart- 
ments, which are uncieled, the bare beams and 
croſs-pieces preſenting themſelves to view. I 
ſhall be within the bounds of truth when I 
aſſert, that of 1500 houſes, which are perhaps 
in the town, not fifty have each a cieled room, 
and not ten, or even five, haye the whole 
apartments of the ground and firſt floor cieled. 
The bottoms of the rooms are as unſightly as 
the tops, from the gaping chaſms of the planks 
which compoſe them; and the dirty ſtate in 
which the floors and furniture are kept, is 
diſguſting. Nevertheleſs in ſome reſpects the 


interior of theſe hquſes deſerves regard. The 
| vaſt 
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vaſt mirrors which adorn their beſt apartments, 


and the beautiful plate glaſs of the windows, far 
exceed what are ſeen in Engliſh houſes, except 
thoſe of the firſt faſhion. T he French en- 


gravings I prefer to all others, and a few very 


good ones are ſtill left here, though defaced, by 


having their dedications to princes, marechaux 


de France, and other great men, very clumſily 
eraſed. Of plate too it is ſaid they formerly 
diſplayed ſumptuous fide - boards; but theſe 


have diſappeared, having been either buried 


or committed to the crucible. Indeed it was 
become neceſſary to adopt one or other of 


| theſe meaſures; for ſoon after the 1oth of 


Auguſt 1792, the democratic luſt of deſtruc- 
tion roſe 'to ſuch a height, as to order all 
family diſtinctions derived from anceſtry, and 
all heraldic emblems whatever, to be eraſed, 


not only from the outſides of the - houſes, but 
from every article of furniture. Even the ar- 
morial bearings engraved on the moſt trifling 


toys, a ſnuff-box, a ring, or a ſeal, were obli- 
terated ; and the poſt-office took care to detain 
all letters, of which the ſeals were impreſſed 
with thoſe ſhocking emblems of ariſtocracy. 


I now 
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I now eat with ſpoons whence the family marks 
are carefully expunged, the obſervation of which. 
led to my enquiries. 

A man who has ſeen only this ſkirting of 

France would demonſtrate the higheſt degree of 
preſumption, were he to pretend to draw a pa- 
rallel between it and England; but, to confine 
myſelf to what I have ſeen here, I may venture 
to affirm, that civilization, luxury, a general 


diffuſion of the comforts of life, or by whatever | 


other name you pleaſe to call it, is more ad- 

vanced in Cornwall and Wales than it was in 

this province, even before the revolution. 
Formerly there were two public walks on the 


banks of the river; but the ſtately elms which 


formed one of them have been lately cut down, 
to the great diſſatisfaction of the inhabitants, in 
order to be ſent to Breſt for keels of ſhips. 
The cathedral 1s a large edifice, of majeſtic 
appearance, but ſtrikingly irregular in its exte- 
rior. Over its principal door is written © L 


 Epeuple Frangais reconnatt ! Etre Supreme.” All 


the other churches and monaſteries, which are 
numerous, have been converted (as the pro- 
perty of the ſtate) into hoſpitals, ſtables, maga- 
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Zines, or manufactories of falt-petre. The 


church applied to this laſt uſe is well adapted to 


the purpoſe. I went with an Engliſh gentle- 
man to ſee it, and no objection was made by the 


people whom we found there at work to our in- 


{petting every part of their proceſs, which is 


very ſimple, — Againſt one of the ſide walls are 


piled large heaps of wood-aſhes, and near them 


two rows of caſks with perforated bottoms, 
which are filled with the aſhes thoroughly wet- 
ted. The water, after paſſing through the aſhes, 


is received into tubs, and conſtitutes a vegeta- 


ble alkaline lixivium. The oppoſite ſide of the 


church is filled with the ruins of old houſes, and - 
heaps of earth dug out of ſtables, ſlaughter- 
houſes, and cemeteries, which . laſt are full of 
the wrecks of humanity. Theſe, after being 
macerated and mixed with the liquor drained 
through the wood aſhes, are evaporated over a 


| low fire, until exhavſted of the ſuperfluous wa- 


tery particles ; after which the remaining part 
is put into large ſhallow coolers, on the fides of 
which the ſalt- petre ſhoots into eryſtalss. 

The workmen employed here are only twelve 


18 
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js about fifty pounds a day, which; according to 


their account, coſts only four livres and a half a 
pound; but this muſt not be depended upon, 
for they did not know the quantity of wood 
conſumed. The wages of theſe people are in- 
conceivably low, only 50 ſols a day, and a ration 
of bread, Until lately they were paid only 35 
ſols, the addition having been made in conſe- 


quence of the increaſing dearneſs of the neceſſa- 


ries of life: even now 50 ſols will ſcarcely buy 
a pound of the worſt veal brought to market: 
They complained of its inſufficiency, and told 
us, that manufacturers in England were paid as 
much for two hours work; * but, nevertheleſs, 


c it is for the republic.” Either from this con- 


jecture of the liberality of our country, or from 

ſome other cauſe, they treated us with particular 
reſpect, and anſwered all our queſtions with the 
moſt ready civility: not an intereſted civility, 


for they neither received, nor gave us room to 


ſuppoſe that they expected, any gratuity. 
I quitted the place with ſtrange ſenſations. ' 


The proceſs which J had witneſſed was whim- 


ſically ſhocking. When I ſaw amidft the earth 
the bones toſſed about, mine ached at the re- 
« membrance.” 
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« membrance.” This earth, faid 1 to myſelf, 
once, perhaps, belonged to men whom theſe 


houſes ſheltered, and againſt whoſe deſcendants 


in La Vendee it may, hen fabricated into the 
breath of deftrufion, volly forth, in the ſhape of 


: bullets, the coffins which once ; encloſed their 


forefathers. There is certainly no diſcoyery 
which entitles to higher admiration the inven- 
tive genius of man, than that of artillery, in all 
its wonderful combinations; but, at the ſame 
time, it muſt be confeſſed, that no ſtronger 
proof of our miſerable degeneracy and infa- 
tuation can be produced, than. our application 


of | it. 
The biſhop's n I have mentioned, 


At a diſtance of leſs than a mile down the river 


ſtands what was once his country reſidence ; but 


it is now the property of a naval officer, who 
bought it at a ſale of national domains. I walk- 


ed out to it the other day, and found it neither 


very large, nor very magnificent. It commands 
a good proſpect of the river, and is pleaſantly 
ſituated at the head of a large garden, filled by 
ſtone ſteps and ſtrait walks. I found a gar- 
dener at work in it, who ſhewed me a ſuperb 

orangery, 
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orangery, where, in large wooden caſes, ſtand 
the fineſt orange and lemon- trees which I ever 
ſaw growing out of their native climes, and 
bearing ripe fruit in the month of March. I 
aſked the gardener about the laſt biſhop, who 
was. a conſtitutional one, and was told, that he 
was guillotined about a year ago, at Breſt, for 
being a federaliſt. I had heard fo before.— 
« Was not he,“ ſaid I, “ dragged away ſud- 
«.denly, and denied the conſolation of taking 
« leave ofchis family, who were in the houſe ?” 
. believe,” anſwered the gardener, © he was; 
but thoſe. things were ſo common ſome time 
« ſince, that no body attended to them. I 
* mind my work, and aſk no queſtions.—1 
gave him an Magnat of ſmall value, which he 
expected, and went away. . 

But a building which would have excited my 
curioſity more than the palaces of biſhops and 
the houſes of nobility, I arrived here too late to 
ſee a Temple of Reaſon, built for the exerciſe 
of the new religion, of France. It ſtood on the 
ſummit of a lofty hill, cloſe to the town, and 
conſiſted only of a few poſts, from which rafters 
met at the top in a point to ſupport the roof, 

the 
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the ſides being open. Within it was adorned 
by feſtoons of oak-leaves, and was backed by a 
tree of liberty. It was the favourite retidezvous 


of the party of Robeſpierre, under whoſe au. 
picious reign it was erected. Here they ſwore 


eternal enmity to kings, and extirpation to ariſ- 


tocrates; and here their dances and ſports were 


held, and the laws were read. In July laſt (not 
above ten days before the fatal neuf Thermider ) 
all the unmarried young woinen, and even all 
the children of the town, down-to ſeven years 


old, were compelled to march in proceſſion up 


the hill, preceded by the mayor and a band of 
muſic, and to take an oath never to marry any but 
true republicans and ſans-culottes. About three 
months ago this edifice was cither blown down, 


or its foundation ſecretly undermined in the 


night; and only a few broken poſts and a little 
thatch now proclaim, © Nium fuit.” 
If the ſtories which are told of the extrava- 


gancies which this place gave birth to did not 


come from thoſe who witneſſed them (both 
French and Engliſh) their poſſibility might be 
doubted. I ſhall trouble you with only one of 


them. — A young republican of this town, on 
being 


IN THE YEAR 1795. 129 
being ordered as a ſoldier to the frontiers, took 
a young woman of the place, and ſwore her here 

to be true to him; but even this teſt of the 
reality of her intention not being ſufficient to 
quiet his jealous ſcruples, he abſolutely wrote a 
letter to the convention, which was laid before 

them, ſtating his ſituation, and intreating that 
the girl might be put in a ſtate of reguiſition, 
in her maiden capacity, until his return; left, in 
his abſence, ſhe might be expoſed to the allure- 
ments and ſeductions of ariſtocrates, who went 
about ſeeking to injure good republicans and 
ſans-culottes like him. Can it be believed that 
a national congreſs ſhould afford a ſerious hear- 
ing to ſuch nonſenſe ? Yet fo it was; and ſhe 
was actually commanded to remain ſingle until 
the young man ſhould return.—Not a very 
gallant compliment to the lady's conſtancy of 
temper, you will ſay! To do juſtice to the 
French, I muſt however | obſerve, that all 
ranks and parties of them now deride the re- 
membrance of theſe degrading follies. 
There are two coffee-houſes in the town, 
which are numerouſly reſorted to by both the 
Engliſh and the French, notwithſtanding. an in- 
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Feription placed over the door of one of them, 
forbidding any but good patriots to enter. The 


ſign of this coffee-houſe gave riſe lately to a re- 
fined piece of affectation: it was a lion de- 


vouring a human body, and ſo exquiſitely ſuf. 


ceptible are the feelings of the preſent reigning 


party become, that they ordered the man of the 


houſe to blot out the body, © it fo reminded them 


f the days of Robeſpierre.” Accordingly the 
lion only now is ſeen. Here I go daily to read 
the Paris newſpapers, and meet not with any 
interruption. For this privilege it is expected 


that ſomething be ſpent: a diſh of excellent 
coffee coſts 15 ſols, and a glaſs of liqueur from 
20 to 40 ſols. Perſons of all ranks and profeſ. 


ſions, officers, ſoldiers, and their wives, and 
the people of the town, mingle here promiſ- 
cuouſly. to 

The market-place is ſpacious and conve- 


nient. In the centre of it ſtands, on a ſquare. 
| pedeſtal, a ſtatue of Liberty, with inſcriptions. 
on each ſide, ſome parts of which have been 
recently white - waſhed, to obliterate them, 


Among theſe I could decypher the word © Mon- 


er e ang. a few others of analogous ſignifi- 


cation; 
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cation, which a change of opinion has ſuddenly 
expunged from the vocabulary of French pa- 
triotiſm. — The market-day is ſtill Saturday, 
when patroles of ſoldiers are ſent on all the 
roads which lead to the town, to prevent fore- 

ſtalling, by compelling the country people to 
bring all their commodities into the market= _ 
place. Beſides large heaps of wooden-ſhoes, 
the market generally affords ſome poultry and 
game, but not much butchers meat, except lean 
veal, of which I have never ſeen a want. Fiſh 
would be plentiful, were the boats permitted to 
go to ſea; but, from a fear leſt they ſhould give 
information to the Engliſh, the fiſhermen are 
either interdicted, or ſubjected to ſo many diffi- 
eulties, by being compelled to give ſecurity and 
take ſoldiers in their boats, that moſt of them 
have given up their employment. Of bread I 
have not ſince J have been here ſeen any de- 
ficiency; but I have been informed it was once, 
in the depth of laſt winter, ſo ſcarce, as to oc- 
caſion a proclamation to be iſſued, that whoever _ 

ſold it to a priſoner of war ſhould be puniſhed. 
We have always been able to procure it for 
Mgnats. It is for the moſt part very brown and 
| Ez coarſe, 
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coarſe, but ſome whiter and finer is made, and 
publicly expoſed to ſale, in ſpite of the law, or- 


- le 


OSS dering only pain d egalitẽ to be uſed, which every 1 
body laughs at, and nobody thinks proper to 45 
enforce. The worſt quality of all this bread is ar 
a grittineſs, being full of ſmall ſandy particles, 
ariſing from two cauſes — the ſoftneſs of the grind- he 
ſtones and the corn not being ſufficiently waſh- ne 
ed, after the oxen have trodden it out, which i is ar 
practiſed here inſtead of thraſhing. This may m 
ſerve to evince, 1n bow ſmall a degree calcu- m 

| lous complaints are generated, by ſwallowing i in co 
our food ſimilar materials to thoſe of which w 
ſtones and gravel in the human body are com- 
poſed. The Bretons are remarkably healthy, pr 
and, I have been aſſured, are in general free ou 
from thoſe diſeaſes. Neither has any ſymptom th 
of them been found ang the Engliſh pri- dr 
ſoners. be 
The prices of all articles in the markets and dit 
ſhops are increaſing every day rapidly, owing to OU 
the depreciation of N ignats. F. rance is nomi- th 
nally dear; but to a man who poſſeſſes g gold it is or 
at preſent, perhaps, the cheapeſt country in the m 
world. Meat 18 three livres a pound, and to- hi 


le ra ble 
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| ſerible wine eight livres a bottle; but then a 
guinea will openly fetch 300 livres, and a louis 
d'or 350; the difference ariſes from the igno- 
rance of the peaſantry in regard to the former, 
and their conſequent diſlike to exchange them. 
There is yet a little coaſting trade carried on 
here. It was once more conſiderable, but they 
never had any foreign commerce. The ſhops 
are numerous, but not overſtocked with com- 
modities, and the ſhopkeepers always recom- 
mend their goods, not only to us, but to their 


countrymen, by ſaying they are Engliſh,” 


which is too true: they are the ſpoils of our 
merchants. I have been well informed, that 
_ previouſly to the war a prejudice in favour of 
our productions ran ſo high here, and over all 
this part of France, that hardly an article of 
dreſs and furniture of French manufacture could 
be ſold. You cannot conceive with what avi- 
dity thoſe priſoners who are artificers are ſought 
out and employed. You will laugh to be told, 
that one of the repreſentatives, either Gueſno 
or Guermeur, ſent for an Engliſh ſhoemaker to 
make him a pair of boots, and even prolonged 


his ſtay for a day, rather than depart without 


K 3 | | them. 
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them. Perhaps a better ſpeculation than to ſend 


here a ſmall cargo of our popular manufactures, 


in a veſſel drawing not more than eleven feet, 
when peace ſhall be reſtored, and liberty of ex- 


change unſhackled, could not be projected. 


France will then open her mines of gold and ſilver. 
In other words, immenſe quantities of ſpecie and 
other valuables, which are at this day buried, 
will be dug up and brought again into eircula- 
tion. Some part of theſe concealments will un- 
doubtedly be loſt to their owners; who, aſter 
having entombed them, have either been chaſed 


from their native ſoil to return to it no more, 


or elſe have paid the debt of nature without 
communicating their ſecret. Ages hence their 
children will turn them up from the boſom of 


the earth; and, on ſeeing the effigy of the moſt 


unfortunate of kings, will recal to remembrance 
the moſt calamitous period of the hiſtory of thee 
country. ö | 
Nothing WE me more, on my arrival 
here, than to fee beggars in every part of the 


town. The French officers at Breſt had aſſured 


me, that there were no longer any in the re- 


public ; the government undertaking to make a 
proviſion 


{ 
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proviſion for thoſe, who mi ght have no oſtenſi- 
ble means of ſubſiſting. In conſequence of this 
intelligence, I had dreſſed up a fine ſpeculation, 
in favour at leaſt of one change effected by the 
revolution, —If, ſaid I, the noble and opulent 
are ſtripped and have fallen, yet the oppreſſed 
and miſerable part of the community have 
emerged from that gulph of wretchedneſs, into 
which, under the ancient government, the moſt 
numerous, claſs of inhabitants were plunged, 
The country, which has not in it any citizen ſo 
deſtitute as to want a ſufficiency of food and rai- 
ment, cannot be ſo unhappy as we in England 
are fond of repreſenting it. What then was 
my aſtoniſhment, on entering Quimper, to find 
in every ſtreet, and in its environs, wretches 
of both ſexes, who, with a livid aſpect, and in 
a faltering voice, ſolicited of paſſengers a morſel 
of bread to appeaſe their hunger, or that of a. 
ſtarving huſband, wife, or child! It was in | 
vain to anſwer me, that theſe perſons, by appli- 
cation to the municipality, might be relieved; 
ſo may all our poor, by applying to the work- 
houſe or pariſh-officer ; but who, nevertheleſs, 
will venture to affirm, that we have among us 
| "<4 no 
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no victims of hunger?—As I advance in my 


actual obſervations I gain a knowledge of facts, 
which lay open the real ſtate of the country, and 
better enable me to appreciate the condition of 


the people, and the evils derived from equality 
incorrectly underſtood. 


The inhabitants of this town Gina con- 


ſiſted, beſides the working people, only of petty 


ſhopkeepers, and of many of the neighbouring 
gentry, who, though not nominally rich, were 
able, in this cheap quarter, to keep town-houſes, 
in which, during the winter, they reſided in 
great plenty and hoſpitality. Theſe patricians 


are ſaid to have held the Bourgeois at an immea- 


ſurable diſtance, but to have been very chari- 
tably diſpoſed towards the wants of the poor. 


The taſte for gaming, which I have ſpoken of, 


is not new. It always flouriſhed here; and 
formerly, during the week of the carnival, and 
ſome other ſeaſons of feſtivity, it was not un- 
common to find adventurers here, who had 
made a journey from Paris to 5 a ee at the 


Nobleſſe Bretoune. 


For two miles around the town I know the 
country pretty well, having always been fond 
, of 


— — - „ 0. 
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of walking and making excurſions. In theſe 
little rambles I keep, however, in the moſt un- 
frequented tracks, and always meet with civility 
from the peaſantry, though by the ſoldiery 1 
have been twice compelled abruptly to return. 
The parts I have traverſed are diverſified by 
hill and dale, and very like the wilds of Devon- 
ſhire, with a ſtream daſhing through every 
bottom. There are innumerable copſes, but 
large trees, except firs, are hardly ever ſeen. 
The foil is almoſt univerfally light and ſandy, 
and abounds in lime-ſtone. Every cottage has 
an orchard, but the cyder is not reckoned equal 
zo that of Normandy. I often inſpe& the la- 
bours of the huſbandmen, and wiſh I could 
falk to them. Except ſome fine meadows near 
the town, through which two beautiful ftreams 
flow, the ground is chiefly employed to raiſe 
corn. The corn. fields are very neatly divided 
Into Iands, and their implements of huſbandry, 
particularly their wheeled ploughs, are much 
ſuperior to what I had expected to find. Ne- 
vertheleſs, either from the lightneſs of the ſoil, 
or want of ſkill on the part of the cultivators, 
the crops of wheat are very moderate, not above 

1 | five 
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five or fix for one.—They raiſe a few parſnips, 
and feed their horſes with them to great. advan- 
tage; but I have not ſeen one field of turnips, 
cabbages, or carrots, as a winter ſtock for cattle, 
and very little clover. I have not yet con- 
verſed with any man, who has the leaſt know 
ledge of what a ſucceſſion of crops means: to 
fallow ſeems to be the only aſſiſtance which they 


give to worn-out grounds. They teſtify only 


ignorance and amazement, when an Engliſhman 
explains to them the attention beſtowed upon 
this important part of farming, and a cultiva- 
tion of artificial graſſes among us. Potatoes 


are yet planted only in gardens and ſmall. 
patches; but the culture of them every day ex- 


tends, having more than once been recom- 


mended by authority. They frequently call it 


la racine Anglaiſe, and many of the young people 
reliſh the potatoe; but their fathers and mo- 


thers, to whom until lately it was a novelty, 
prefer the moſt ordinary vegetable to is ir is 


a very common practice to irrigate not only 


meadows, but higher lands, which demonſtrates 
an intelligent ſpirit; the little troughs, which 


ſteal along rouge almoſt every field the ſtreams 
which 
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which the bounty of nature has ſupplied to the 
country, are well contrived, and anſwer, as I 
have obſerved, effectually. Upon the whole, 
what I have been able to ſee and hear of the 
management of grounds here, notwithſtanding 
the great deficiency I have pointed out, exalts it 
above the humble opinion which I at firſt fight 
formed of it. You know my fondneſs of agri- 
cultural purſuits, and the impediments which 
have conſtantly ariſen to prevent my indulgence 
of it. x = 
The cattle are very ſmall and mean, worſe, 
I think, than any breed I ever noticed in the 
wildeſt part of North Wales, and certainly in- 
ferior to the moor breed of Devonſhire ' and 
Cornwall. I ſpeak only of countries which I 
know. Even in the meadows, though better, 
they are unaccountably ſmall, conſidering the 
paſture, The ſheep are proportionably dimi- 
nutive. Admiral Bligh and I had one day the 
curioſity to put in the ſcales a hind quarter of 
lamb, which was purchaſed in the market for 
our table, and it weighed, the kidney and a 
bit of liver included, exactly thirteen ounces 
and a half, -At Breſt we had remarked the 
„„ N ſmallneſs 
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ſmallneſs of the meat brought on W ſeveral a 


of the quarters of mutton not weighing more 
than tliree or four pounds each. The horſes 
are low and hardy, but, by continual impor- 


tations from other parts of France, are very 


ſuperior to the cattle and . The women 

here ride aſtride. : ; 
The houſes of the peaſantry are like thoſe 

I deſcribed on my landing. I ſhould oftener 


enter them were it not for dogs, which are 
_ Chained cloſe to the doors, by one of which I 


was ſeized by the thigh, and bitten through a 
thick pair of trowſers. Cettainly the diſtreſſes 


of the times are greatly felt by all ranks of 
people in France; but in the cottages I have 
never ſeen want, One of the chief articles of 


the meals of the peaſants is a fort of pancake, 


called crape (I ſpell like an Engliſhman) made 
_ chiefly of buckwheat flour, and eaten with 


milk. - Theſe people are, indeed, a ſeparate 
race from the body of the French, and have a 
language and cuſtoms of their own, to winch 
they are tenaciouſly attached. I much lament 
that I cannot ſpeak Welch, although ſo many 
of my happier days have been paſſed in Wales. 


As 
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| As to French, it is of no more uſe to me 
among theſe natives, at the diſtance of half a 


mile from the town, than if I were at Iſpahan 


2 Delhi. Almoſt all the gentry can ſpeak this 
language. The Bretons and Welſh preſerve 


another reſemblance ; the latter do not love 
cwrw (ale) better than the former do brandy. 


The evening of a market-day here preſents as 
drunken a ſcene as I ever beheld in England ; 


but theſe good folks do not appear to be ſo 
quarrelſome in their cups as ours generally 


are. 


The dioceſe of Quimper ſtands in a diſtrict _ 
called Cornwall. The truly old Britiſh words 
Pen, and Caer, are affixed to the names of in-. 


numerable places in the circumjacent country ; 


and mark the origin of this people, were we to 


ſeek no other proofs. _ 


The town 1s ſurrounded by the chateaux of 
the gentry. Very few of the right owners live 
in them, and many of them are going faſt to 
decay. Every where I ſee the dove-cotes de- 
| moliſhed, which were the earlieſt victims of the 


firſt revolution; and I cannot lament their 
overthrow. The game-law now eſtabliſhed 


fig © !. 
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gives liberty- to every one to kill what game 
he may find upon his own ground, or that 


which he rents; and if any perſon, without 


| leave, ſhoot on his neighbour's ground, he pays 


for each offence a fine of ten livres. How ſu- 


perior is this ſimple regulation, conceived in a 


ſpirit of equity, tb a perplexed and odious code 
of penal ſtatutes for the preſervation of hares 


and partridges ! Let me bring you acquainted 
with two other laws, which owe their birth to 


the revolution. One of them 1s juſt paſſed, and 


_ exempts from the puniſhment of death, even 


after delivery, women who are tried for any 


crime when pregnant. Can a woman fo ſitu- 


te ated,” aſks the framer of the decree, * be- 


© come a mother in that tranquil ſtate of mind, 
te which is ſo neceſſary to enſure the phyſical 


good of her offspring? Beſides, could we 
« forget humanity, does not the republic a& 


te 1mpolitically in probably preventing the birth 


« of a new citizen; (for women in this condi- 


© tion almoſt ever miſcarry) or in condemning 
be the mother to bring forth a half-formed being, 
« which is uſually diſtorted in mind and body, 


5 . N of ſerving the ſtate; and of propa- 
« gating 


ſul 
ſo1 
he 
lie 
WI 
ha 
on 


x 


« gating its ſpecies? -I am ſure I hear you 
join me in unqualified applauſe of the principle 
of this humane and conſiderate inſtitution. — 

The other interdicts a duel, in all caſes what- 
ever, under the penalty of death to the ſurvivor 
or ſurvivors. —The late king of Pruſſia ſaid, 


that to determine whether ſingle combat, in 


certain caſes, ought, or ought not, to be abo- 
liſhed, required a congreſs of all the monarchs 


in Europe. Had he lived to witneſs the ſhock- 


ing groſsneſs of ſpeech and manners, which pre- 
vail among modern Frenchmen, for want of 
this or ſome other curb of a private nature, I 
think his uncertainty would have vaniſhed, with- 
out troubling the crowned heads to aſſemble, — 
At leaſt mine has, 

The French often boaſt of the unexplored 
ſubterranean treaſures of their country ; and 


ſome among them are ſanguine enough to be- 


lieve that they ſhall rival England in her col- 


lieries. There are near Quimper two veins of 


what is called charbon de terre worked; but I 


have been aſſured by an Engliſh ſurgeon, that 


on analyſis he found it to be not coal. I picked 
up a piece, one day, at the mouth of a pit, 
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carried : 
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carried it home, and put it into the fire, where 


it became red-hot, without conſuming. . To : ky 
what uſe it is applied by thoſe who extract it, 
I know not. It is, howeyer, certain, that they 3 
luave ſeveral times been induſtrious in trying to a 
find out miners among the Engliſh priſoners; - 
and in a few inſtances have ſucceeded in ſe- 0 
_ ducing our men to go and work at ſome mines ; 
(of what I do not * which are ſaid to lie : 
near Breſt. | 
The inhabitants of che town, or wings of 1 
the municipality as they are called, are obliged G 
to do the ordinary duties here, when the re- | 
gular ſoldiers are abfent. In certain caſes, how- 3 
ever, they are allowed to perform this ſervice 
by proxy. The preſent price of a ſubſtitute is l 
ten livres a day, whieh is judged to be more E; 
than the worth of a day's labour, though it - 
will not purchaſe more than a pound and a be 
half of bread, a pound of veal, and a bottle of 0 
indifferent wine. 4 
I have not yet faid any thing to you of the 3 
| French regular troops whom J have ſeen ſince _ 
I have been landed. There is not at preſent - 
any complete regiment here, but there are de- 1 
tachments : 


— 
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_ tachments of infantry from ſeveral. Every day | 
J ſee the different guards parade, march off, 


and relieye ; and twice I have ſeen a detach- 
ment exerciſe, and perform their evolutions, 
which, though few and ſimple, wete very awk- 
wardly executed. Certainly a ftranger, who 
ſhould negle& to calculate the force of other 
cauſes, would ſtart, on being told, that before 
theſe raw levies (to uſe Mr. Gibbon's words, 
as nearly as I can recollect them, on an occaſion 
not very diſſimilar) the diſciplined legions of 
Germany, the ſons of chivalry of Caſtille, the 
gallant nobles of their ewn country, and even 
the, hardy freemen of Britain, have been com- 
pelled to flee. In vain would he look for thoſe 
uſual indications of excellence, and prog- 
noſtics of ſucceſs, ſilence, attention, and the 


exact performance of movements in a great 


body, which we find in an individual.— In their 
room he would ſee battalions, compoſed indeed 
of ſtout and healthy young men, but clumſily 


and confuſedly drawn up, with uneven ranks 


and broken files, whoſe bold looks, ſlovenly 


_ attire, and unreſtrained carriage, would ſeem 


to proclaim equal defiance of their enemies and 
L 


their 


— 
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their leaders. Talk to them, and they will try 


to make you believe, that they wiſh to decide 


all battles by the bayonet only; and yet at this 
weapon they would to a certainty be beaten by 


the Engliſh, were the forces on each fide in 
every other reſpect perfectly equal; for their 


bayonets, which I have ' meaſured, are ſhorter, 


and worſe fitted for purpoſes of deſtruction, than 


ours. When they charge, nothing is more com- 
mon than to hear them talk to each other, and 
fancy an Engliſhman, an Auſtrian, or a Spa- 
niard, beneath their point, and crying for quar- 
ter.—I acknowledge freely, that the bravery of 


the French is as unqueſtionable as the light of 


the ſun ; but this in itſelf is inadequate to the 


atchievements which we have recently witneſſed. 
To that lively courage which ſtimulates them to 


perpetual attacks; to their enthuſiaſtic ardour in 


the cauſe of their invaded country; and above 


all to their undiminiſhable numbers, muſt be 


attributed thoſe extraordinary. events, which 


have confounded all political calculation, and 

filled Europe with amazement, conſternation, 

and mourning. g 

The preſent pay of the common ſoldier is 
| ten 
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ten ſols a day and a ration of proviſions, but 
no wine when quartered in towns. They are 
furniſhed by the ſtate with neceſſaries; ; ſo that 
the money is for pocket expences only, The 
name of the general officer now commanding 
here is Klingly. He is a native of Alſace, and 
one of the largeſt men I ever ſaw, being at leaſt 
fix feet four inches high, and proportionably 
ſtout. I have once dined in his company, and 
fat next to him, when he told me, that he had 
been in England, and, among other parts of 
it, at Caſtle Howard, the feat of Lord Carliſle; | 
but in what capacity he had viſited there, he did 
not explain to me.— His birth is reported to 
be obſcure, and his advancement ſudden, 
Adieu. 
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FN fsth April, 3 
va tiews-paper, which I lately read, I find 
that the miſeries and complaints of the 
Engliſh priſoners here have at length been 
communicated to our government; ; and that Sir 
Morton Eden is abſolutely arrived in F rance, 


in order to negociate the terms of an exchange. 


This ſ ubject, which I have forborne to touch 


upon before, is a very ſerious one; and a rela- 


tion of the ſufferings which the priſoners of 
war here have undergone, from the injuſtice 
and cruelty of their treatment, would form a 
moſt afflifting narrative. The following ſtate- 
ment, which was drawn up on the ſpot, by the 
Honourable Mr. Weſley *, and tranſmitted to 
Mr. Pitt, you may depend upon as a genuine 
and faithful repreſentation, 


- Brother of the Earl of Mornington, who with his 
fiſter Lady Anne Fitzroy, was taken in a packet, by 
French frigate, on their paſſage from Libon. 


« 


L 


cc 


cc 
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£3 “ Quimper, 18th October, 1794. 
In the beginning of July laſt, the priſons 
« of Quimper contained about 2,800 fine young 
« men, about which period a jail diftemper 
« broke out among them, which has already 
« carried off upwards of 1, 200. This diſeaſe 
« ſtill continues to rage with violence, and is 
« not to be attributed to any general ill ſtate of 
« the air, but to the KY local circum» 
« ſtances | 
« Firft=—Want of n from there WEE 
© no neceſſaries provided, whence the whole 
te circumambient air becomes contanunated. by 
E ſo many people. 
ec Secondly — Bad proviſions, _ thoſe in 
very ſmall quantities, the daily allowance for 
« ſeven priſoners being only ſix pounds of bad 
black bread; every fourth day. theſe ſeven 
e perſons receive alſo two pounds of falt pork 
* among them ; and on the intermediate days 
« they are ſerved with a ſcanty meſs of horſe- 
* beans, They have bad water, and no wine, 
or any ſpirits of any kind; nor have even 
* thoſe who poſſeſs the means leave to pur- . 
F chaſe thoſe articles. | 
-L 3 «© Thirdly, 
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< Thirdly—Want of beddi ing and clothes, 


0 the commiſſary of the priſon of Pontenazan, 


« near Breſt, having ſtripped the greater part 


ec of the victims, who had the misfortune to 
ce paſs through his er of their Betten bed- 
« ding, and money *. i 


ce Fourthly—Want bf proper hoſpicals and 


ce attendance on the ſick; the hoſpital, which is 
te intended for Engliſh priſoners, being too fmall 
te to receive half the number that are ſeized 
ee with the fever. The remainder are carried 


ee into a damp room, and laid upon ſtraw, with- 


te out any covering; and the above-mentioned 
< priſon allowance 1s their only ſupport. 
P | y iuppo | 
“This is a fair and impartial ſtatement of 


ee the ſituation of our unfortunate countrymen. 


e The winter, ſhould they remain here, will 


This commiſſary was ordered by the repreſentatives 
then at Breſt, to take a blanket from each priſoner who poſ- 
ſeſſed two, and to pay him for it. He executed this com- 
miſſion by turning out of bed, into the court of the priſon, 


all the priſoners, in the middle of the night, when he took 
away not half, but all their. blankets, without making any re- 
compence whatever for them. Their complaints c of this 


NN produced no notice or rene, 


* 


tc open 
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open a new ſcene of diſtreſs, as the few who 
« may be ſpared, will then periſh by cold and 
« hunger, as they will be abſolutely deſtitute of 
« clothes, blankets, and other neceſſaries.“ 


| After this it were almoſt unneceſſary to 1 
enquiry farther; but as ſome well-authenti- 
cated anecdotes have been cold to me, which, 
beſides their relation to the ſubject, ſtrongly 
tend to evince the temper of the times at 
different periods, and thereby become in ſome 
meaſure aſſociated with the general politics of 
the country, I ſhall give them to you, after firſt 
premiſing, that I believe the greateſt part. of 
theſe nefarious and diſgraceful proceedings are 
attributable not to a deficiency of either proper 
liberality, or proper directions, on the part of 
the preſent French government, but rather to 
the villany of their ſubordinate agents, who 
have violated the latter, in order to profit by 
the former. We know that a traitement, in 
aſignats, to officers, who are priſoners, has been 
decreed by the convention, and its rate ſettled ; 
although, from 'the multitude of offices through 
which it has to paſs, and the obſtacles and im- 
pediments thrown 1n our way when we attempt 
L 4 to 
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9 | do trace the cauſe of the ſtoppage, hitherto we tl 
| . have not been able to recover any part of it. 1 
| | | It is alſo fair to ſtate; that ſince a new com- in 
I | | miſſary of prifoners has been appointed here, tf 
jd i the daily ration of proviſions, by being equitably al 
ml. iſſued, is found very tolerably ſufficient. Far- h 
1 | ther, in juſtice to the people I am among, let by 
1 me declare, that ſince I have been landed (ex- a 
WW cept a petty inſtance or two of ſplenetic inſult) b 
if | | I have had no cauſe to complain of oppreſſive h 
Wi treatment, or to lament the want of as rea- E 
* pſonable an extenſion of liberty as I could ex- p 
I have faid, that in the winter bread was A 
forbidden to be fold to the priſoners, and ſo h 
was fuel, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the WF a 
Wl ſeaſon, and although no allowance of it was p 
1 ifſued to them. Had not the humanity of ſome fi 
4 | of the inhabitants of the town induced them to c 
Wi * ſtep forward to their relief, in defiance of the 0 
penalty of impriſonment, many of the Engl „ 
muſt have periſhed from cold. v 
I) he caſe of Lieutenant Robinſon, of tbe h 
Thames frigate, will ſet the conduct of the al 
agents of tranny in its proper light, This gen- 9 

N tleman 
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| fleman was taken in the latter end of October 
1793, when terror was the order of the day, and 
in the engagement, which led to the capture of 
the ſhip, loſt one of his legs above the knee, 
and was ſeverely wounded in the other. On 
his arrival at Breſt he was ſent on ſhore to an 
hoſpital, and attributes his being now alive to 
a good conſtitution only; for he was neglected 
by the ſurgeons, and obliged to eat food in the 
higheſt degree improper for a wounded man. 
He once applied to the chief commiſlary far 
permiſſion to ſend a perſon to buy ſome eggs, 
vegetables, and other refreſhments for him, 
and was brutally refuſed. Mr. Robinſon found, 
however, in ſome nuns, who were compelled to 
attend here, tender and careful nurſes, Theſe 
poor women were ſubjected to the groſſeſt in- 
ſults, and the harſheſt treatment. They had ac- 
cuſtomed themſelves, from motives of religious 
commiſeration towards the ſick, to employ their 
leiſure hours in praying by the couches of thoſe. 
who choſe to hear them; but this pious and 
humane practice was interdicted to them, by 
an eſpecial mandate from the repreſentatives 
on miſſion here; and two of them, who were 
. | found 
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found guilty of tranſgreſſing the order, were. 
dragged. to prifon, amidſt en tauyts i 
and execrations. T ; MEE. 

Some months after, when hin cure was ad. 


e e far from completed, Mr. Ro- 


binſon, in a hope of changing for the better, 
requeſted to be removed to Pontenazan priſon, 
about two miles from Breſt, which was the 
general receptacle of the Engliſh. Thither he 
5 was conveyed in a cart, with ſeveral more ſick 
priſoners, and thruſt into an old rope-houſe, 


containing 700 people, who ſhortly after were 


increaſed to 1, 400. This room contained no 


beds for che ſick, and his ſtump was not healed. 


At firſt they were allowed to walk for air in the 
day- time in an incloſed court; but this indul- 
gence did not laſt long, and thenceforth, on 15 
occaſion whatever, was a priſoner ſuffered to go 
out of the room. Nay the windows were for- 
bidden to be opened, though it was the be- 
ginning of ſummer. However, upon this inter- 
diction being communicated to the repreſenta- 
tives at Breſt, they ordered the windows to be 
kept cloſed on ane fide only. This rigorous 


crowded confinement ſoon induced putrid dif- 
eaſes, 
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eaſes, which ſwept off twenty and thirty perſons 
a day, who were thrown without covering into 
a large hole, and quick-lime heaped on the 
bodies. The daily allowance of the priſon was 

a pound and a quarter of black ſandy bread, 
four ounces of ſalt pork, a pint of ſour wine, 
and at night a ſoup, of horſe- beans boiled in 
water. The pork they were obliged to eat 
always raw, for-there was neither a kitchen, nor 
any fire allowed, by which it could be dreſſed; 
and the ſentinels were ſtrictly forbidden to per- 
mit the prifoners to ſend out and make pur- 
chaſes of fuel, or e elſe that 1 wehe 
need.. 

This huge . contained b &f all 
ages. One day the commiſſary of priſoners 
pointed out to Prieur de la Marne (one of 
the members of the convention on miſſion) 
ſome little children, who were in a deſtitute 
miſerable condition, and aſked what ſhould be 
done to relieve their wretchedneſs. © They are 
e young vipers,” cried this gentle and compaſ- 
ſionate repreſentative, ſtamping with fury, © turn 
* them out to graze; graſs is good enough for 
* the Engliſh! TD his ſame Prieur, who is now 
« ſhorn 
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* ſhorn of his beams,” and in arreſt, is well 
known for his ſeverities and oppreſſions in Brit- 

-tany. It ſeems, that he entertained hardly a 
more favourable opinion of the people of Breſt, 
than of the Engliſh ; for at one of the meet- 
Ings of the popular ſociety there, after a great 
execution, he affirmed that the town did not 
contain three real patriots ; and that all per- 

| ſons who wore mourning for traitors (meaning 
thoſe who had juſt been gxllorined) were ſharers 
in their guilt. 

On the 5th of laſt May, Mr. Robinſon, with 
other priſoners, was ordered to Quimper, at the 
diſtanee of forty-five miles from Breſt. A man 
on crutches, who had but one leg, and that 
_ crippled, might be fuppaſed to be entitled to 
the indulgence of a vehicle for his conveyance. 

. But when this unfortunate officer aſked how he 
was to be tranſported to the place of his deſ- 
_ tination, he received for anſwer “ Walk, to be 
© ſure ?'—In vain did he reprefent his utter 
capacity. He was commanded to ſet out 
with the other priſoners; and complied. At the 
end of a mile he found himſelf totally exhauſted, 
and muſt have lain down to periſh on the road, 


Or 
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of await the caſual humanity of paſſengers, had 
not the ſoldiers who formed the eſcort, lifted 
him into a cart, which conveyed the baggage. 
When they reached Quimper in a heavy rain, 
they were all put, without diſtinction, into an 
old convent, and during the whole of this day 
received for food and bedding tram only. 
Finding himſelf wet and feveriſh, and poſſeſſing 
neither dry clothes or a bed, Mr. Robinſon re- 


queſted, as a favour, that he might be allowed 
to ſleep for the firſt night at any houſe in town, 


_ obſerving to his keepers that he could not run 
away ; and offering, in caſe of compliance with 
his entreaty, to defray not only his own ex- 
pence, but that of the ſentine] who might be 
placed over him.— He was peremptorily re- 
fuſed, | 

Soon after Lady Anne Fitzroy, and her bro- 
ther Mr, Weſley, arrived here. He who re- 


collects the former courteſy and gallantry of this 


once poliſhed nation will ſcarcely believe, that 
an attempt could be made to immure a young, 
helpleſs, and beautiful woman, within the walls 
of a common priſon. © The age of chivalry 


ce jg indeed no more * By much ſupplication, 


and 
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and after conſiderable difficulty, her ladyſhip 


obtained permiſſion to hire-an apartment in an 
adjoining houſe, and to be ſerved by a traiteur 


with what ſhe wanted for herſelf and her at- 


| tendants. She was, however, forbidden to hold 


any communication with the people of the 
town, and a ſentinel was placed over her to en- 
force the order. In the proceſs of her con- 


finement, liberty of walking in a garden, at the 


back of her priſon, was granted to her ladyſhip; 
and this ſignal indulgence was followed up with 
teave to walk in the town, or to be carried in a 
ſedan which ſhe had borrowed, guarded, how- 


ever, by her ſentinel, leſt her machinations 


might endanger the republic. The humane 


beneficence exerted by Lady Anne and her 
brother, to all ranks of their poor countrymen 


in captivity, are proclaimed here in terms of 


the moſt enthuſiaſtic applauſe and gratitude, 


Miſery, in whatever ſhape it appeared, excited 
their compaſſion, and called forth their bounty. 


They ſupplied the unhappy ſufferers in the 


common - priſon with raiment, bedding, and 
food, without which aſſiſtance many of them 
muſt have periſhed, —You will obſerve, by one 
e ö of 
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of my former letters (which, long ere this you 
muſt have received) that I had not the good 
fortune to ſee her ladyſhip. Admiral Bligh was 
more lucky, when he carried his ſon, in laſt Ja- 
nuary, on board the ſhip ſhe was in, to receive 
her protection. We have known, for ſome time 
paſt, that they arrived ſafely in England. 


Were it neceſſary to continue the ſubject, 


after what you have read, I am ſorry to ſay, 
that it is in my power to adduce many more 
inſtances of premeditated ſyſtematic negle&, 


cruelty, and oppreſſion, with which priſoners 


have been treated in this part of France during 
the preſent war. Many of the evils they have 
endured muſt indeed be placed to the account 
of Precini, the commiſſary, the ſame blockhead 
whoſe indecent democratic manners, in a com- 
pany of ladies, ſo much diſguſted me ſoon after 
I came to this place. This man has at length 
been ſuperſeded, and his office filled by a very 
plain honourable character, who extends to all 
in his department not only ſtri& juſtice, but 
every fair and conſiſtent indulgence, which the 
ameliorated ſtate of public ſentiments allows. 
The diſmiſſion of his predeceſſor, which was of 
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the inceremoniolis kind, we chiefly owe to the 
repreſentations made by Captain Kittoe, who 
had long witneſſed his iniquity, and combated 
it, after a long ſtruggle, ſucceſsfully, The de- 
fence which this gentleman made at the cub (ot 
popular ſociety) of the town, before which he 
was denounced, for © harſh and unjuſt uſage of 
te the priſoners of war,” ſhall, however, be re- 
corded in his juſtification, He did not deny 
that he had iſſued to them bad and unwhole- 
ſome proviſions ; but this, he ſaid, was only in 
compliance with orders he had received; in 
proof of which he named a repreſentative, who 
had publickly directed, that the ſtore-houſes at 
Breſt ſhould be ſearched for damaged biſcuit, 
de which,” ſaid he, © is good enough for thoſe 
* of Engliſhmen!” Had the charges 
againſt him turned on this ſingle point, he muſt, 
therefore, have been acquitted of them ; but it 
was clearly proved againſt him, that he had 
been guilty of innumerable acts of oppreſſion 
and peculation. 

While Precini locked up and cheated the 
priſoners, there were not wanting others to 
port with their miſery, I dare ſay you have 

| often 
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oſten read, in extracts taken from the Paris 


news-papers, of a noiſy ſpeaker in one of the 
. ſections, diſtinguiſhed by his ridiculous aſſump- 


- 


tion of the name of BRUfus. This man is 


now a private ſentinel, although but a few 


months ſince he was a general officer, and com- 
manded the troops here. He was (like Tribout) 
originally a barber. During his command he 
took great delight in haraſſing the priſoners; 
and adding to their diſtreſſes. In one of theſe 
freaks an unlucky prognoſtic occurred of the 
decline of this great man's glory; Some Eng- 
 liſhmen who had broken out of priſon, in order 
to effect their eſcape; were retaken; and brought 


back. Fo amuſe himſelf; Brutus ordered them 
to be ſhackled with the heavieſt irons which 


could be procured, and in this condition march- 
ed them ſeveral times round the priſon-yard; 


in the centre of which, encompaſſed by his ſa- 


tellites, he ſtood, enjoying their pain and auk- 


ward movements. A Guernſey-man, who was 
of the number, as they paſſed by the General, 


looked him full in the face, and cried, © hacun 
*2/on tour.” At the moment it cauſed only 
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an increaſe of the univerſal merriment; but the 
prediction ſeemed to be in ſome meaſure veri- 
Hed, when, foon after, Brutus's truncheon was 
taken from him, and a muſquet put in its 
A 0 „ 

Ihis letter will be forwarded to you by Mr. 
Robinſon, the gentleman whoſe name is ſo often 
mentioned in it. After a captivity of eighteen 
months, he has received permiſſion, in conſide- 
ration of his wounds, to return to England, on 
condition of ſending back a French officer of 
equal rank to himſelf. — Adieu. 
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LE Fa TM N . 
Quimper; zoth Apr, 1705. 

| 7 (oth the clouds of misfortune begin to 
ſeparate, and a gleam of hope (though 
temote) breaks athwart the gloom, and points 
to England; whence J have lately received let- 
ters from thoſe who are deareſt to me, in which 
claſs I need not ſay you are included. You 

| were right to be ſo brief and guarded in your 
expreſſions ;' although, as it happened, your 
letter reached me unopened, through a-private 
channel. I obſerve what you ſay to me of the 
ſteps you are taking to bring about my ex- 
change. Several Engliſhmen whom I know 
have lately effected theirs ; and to my great 
joy (though I ſhall deeply feel the loſs of his 
ſociety and protecting influence) the Admiral 
every day expects an order to arrive from the 
maritime agent at Breſt, for his liberation. A 
Captain Courand, who, on the iſt of June, 


commanded Le Sans Pareil, of 84 guns, is to be 
M 2 exchanged 


— — 04nd. 


—— 
— 0-5199 At hb By 
ferro da; Ween _ 


r 


eee ee 


— > ü I coo em 
F ym ens or — 

5 1 money =: Papa 5 5 
— — — — * — 


o =_ 
1 1 
1 l 
i ; 
Y [ {4 
£5 J 
. 
N ''h 
141 © 
£ * 1 
1 
1 ; . 
1 f 
1 
* 
U 
4 
4 ) * 1 
7 174 
: b 
117 
: + ' Ws 
» 48 
114 
9 4 
| j 
£ 
1 72+ 
? 1 (1 
#4 tz 
[61 14 
my. 
#1 $4 
7 117 
5 4 1 
i bd l 
198 
1 
7 31 : 4 
4 * 4 4 
8 i i 
4 3.87 
43 
. 7 
1 + 
$1. 
1 
N F 9 
* 1 7 
1 0 5 5 
174 F 
13 1445 
1 
* 
1 
13: | 
44:2 7 
4 A 1 
1 1 
. > £ 
1 ; 
z 147 N 
* . . 
1 Wh 
(| - 
"fs : 
h * 
| 4; 
| 
£ 
[4 
If 
} 
1 
U 
| 15 
1 


| 


— _ 


— * 


— = — = D 
— rere — — ps - — — — EE — . — p _ 8 
4 3 r AER — MR Son Wha — ——— — pagan: mi vat — 2 2 $M nee : . n . 
— 4 2 — — — as - - : — — 8 — — — — . . 7: h | 
r 8 — g N ho a — - — — — — — — — — — 
8 — Son 8 — — — — —.— —— — — . — . TINT — Waquins 2 — — — * 
** 5. A : ———— — 
. r — — 2 4 
— nOn ub 8 ä . tn ara "te 7 i ft ” een he re Et — — — . — —— 
FFC ²˙ A thn | iid 0h aupaths EEE 6+ Cre nd Oe II OE onion PPP pp ů p OED - 


n 


—— 


S 

— — Se 
eee 
rere 7 


2 . 34S. 
2 Me f x ba OR IS 


* — —— Ü—‚—ñ 
— — — — — . 


— Inn 


—— ia» nt eb Yee Pete 


— — 


pon 


— 5 — 
6 T3 . Q < 
— 2 4 5 - 


— 


rn 


= 277 


o 
r 


| 


IE 2" pra 
—— _——— — — 


0 
h 
| 
[4 
% 
q 
1 
1 
{ 


——— 


F * 


Ft! 
{il 
— 


264. © 12TTERS FROM FRANCE. 

exchanged for him, and is now in France, pref. 
fing the committee of public ſafety to ratify the 
agreement, and forward the neceſſary paſſport, 
You muſt obſerve, that Admiral Bligh is ex- 
changed for a Captain, becauſe at the time of 
our failing from England, in September laſt, he 
bore only that rank, in which capacity he com- 
manded the Alexander, and conſequently as ſuch 
only could be exchanged. Innumerable are 
the obſtacles which I foreſee to prevent my 
accompanying him, when his paſſport ſhall ar- 


rive; but, as I am on very good terms with the 


commiſſary, I ſhall at leaſt endeavour to obtain 
leave to go to Breſt, in order to ſolicit permiſ- 
ſion from the repreſentatives there to paſs over 
into England, for the purpoſe of procuring a 
French. officer of my rank to be returned in 
exchange for me. If ſucceſs attend my peti- 
tion (of which I am not in utter deſpair, as it 
will be backed by the intereſt of rhe Admiral) 
I ſhall be the bearer of my own letter; and if 1 
miſcarry, he will convey to you this ſequel of 

the adventures and obſervations of your friend. 
Deprived as you are in England of all com- 
munication with this country, except through 
| the 


po 
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the circuitous route of Switzerland and Ger- 
many, I often hear you aſk me, What are the 


preſent politics and ſentiments of the French ? 
A man at the diſtance of five hundred miles 
from the metropolis can poorly anſwer ſuch a 
queſtion ; but if you will be contented with a 
deſcription of what the politics and ſentiments 
of the people of Quimper and its neighbour- 
hood are, according to .the beſt information 
which I can procure ; and accept of a ſtring 


of opinions, derived from converſing with 
ſtrangers, and from reading news-papers and 
freſh publications, as a ſolution of your en- 


quiry, behold me ready to contribute to the 
extent of my ability to your gratification. 

Here the friends of royalty, federaliſm, and 
an undivided commonwealth, ſtruggle againſt 
each other with reciprocal vibrations. Fede- 
raliſm is, however, on the decline, and its ſup- 


porters, attached as they are to the local preju- 


dices which they contend for a continuation of, 
perceive the impoſſibility of carrying their point, 
and are faſt melting into the two other great 
maſſes. Royaliſm, though bent to the earth, is 
not cruſhed. Its partizans are ſtill numerous, 


M 3 and 


— 


my might that of 1792. 
potiſm, I am ſcarcely leſs a foe to democracy; 


diſſipation. 


7 
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and its hopes ſanguine, too ſanguine, I fear, for 
accompliſhment. My political principles are, 
you ſee, unchanged fince we parted; and I ſtill 


think a limited monarchy the beſt of govern. 


ments. Had I been born a Frenchman, I 
ſhould have ſtruggled as hard for the revolu- 
tion of 1789, as I ſhould. have reſiſted with all 
Much as I hate def. 


a ſentiment which accords pretty well with thoſe 
of my royal friends here. Since I have reſided 
among the French, I have met with only one 
perſon, a lady (whoſe huſband had once a place 
in the houſehold, and has emigrared) who has 
expreſſed to me a wiſh to {ee the old ſyſtem re- 


ſtored. She, poor woman, cannot ſeparate the 


ſplendour of a court, and the unlimited power 
of a king, from the proſperity and happineſs of 


the people, always deſcribing the latter as a 
direct and neceflary conſequence of the former. 


I am ſurprized to find that the royaliſts prefer 
Count d' Artois to his brother, Monſieur. They 


call the Count a bold and decided character, 


although they do not ſpare his former profligate 


To the lictle Louis, « Je monargue 
c c au 
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« au berceau, as they call him, they look rather 
with regret than expectancy, not unmingled with 


apprehenſion, leſt violence or treachery ſhould 
be uſed againſt him; but this fear I think 
groundleſs, becauſe his preſervation will beſt 
ſerve the intereſt of thoſe whom he is among. 
I am aſſured that his morals are corrupted, and 
his health deſtroyed. —Unhappy infant! what a 


leſſon on the inſtability of human grandeur does 


he furniſh ! 
06: Thy faible rejetton——entre les ruines 


De cet arbre fecond, coupe dans ſes racines,” 
HENRIADE, 7th Canto. 


The royaliſt party is ſtrongeſt in the country, 


and the republican in the town. The moſt 


numerous claſs of inhabitants in the latter, the 
little houſekeepers, find their importance in- 
creaſed, and their vanity flattered, by becoming 
members of clubs and political ſocieties, and 
being admitted into municipal poſts and ho- 
nours. Doubtleſs, even in this part of France, 
which has long been regarded with a jealous eye 


by the government, the royaliſts are not equal 


in number to their formidable antagoniſts ; 


M 4 they 
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A 


they will, however, I am confident, fly td arms, 
if ever a favourable opportunity of attacking 
their oppreſſors be preſented to them. When- 
ever I find myſelf (which ſometimes happens) 
in a little knot of theſe good people, almoſt all 
of whom have either fathers, brothers, ſons, huſ- 
bands, or other - near relations emigrated z and 
when I liſten to the downfall of the convention, 
and hear them, by the reſtoration of a king, re- 
ſtore themſelves to their forfeited honors and 
eſtates ; it brings to my 1 remembrance what 
paſſed, ſeventeen years ago, among the loyaliſts 
of Maryland, where I was then, as now, a pri- 
ſoner of war. I hear ſimilar fallacious calcu- 
lations made, unſupported expectancies indulg- 
ed, and ardent refolutions adopted, to end, 
J fear, in ſimilar diſappointment. ' The paper- 
money, diviſions and miſtruſts of parties, my 
own ſituation at both periods, and other cir- 
cumſtances, render the parallel very ſtriking 
to me. To daſh, with rude hand, the cyp of 
conſolation from the lips' of theſe unfortunate | 
people, were the extreme of cruelty ; but when 
they appeal to me, by aſking whether armies 
of Engliſh men and emigrants may not be ex- 
| pected 
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poſted” to execute their airy ſpeculations, I 
cannot become a partner of the deceit, by 


adminiſtering to the delirium. Whatever 
might once be the opening preſented to us for 
the attacking of France in her vitals, by a co- 
operation with the armies of La Vendee, that 
ſeaſon 1s paſſed, never to return. To com- 
mence, at this declining period of the conteſt, 
ſuch a ſyſtem, were almoſt to proclaim, that 
while we believed it poſſible to ſubjugate France 
by a coalition of exterior force, we diſdained to 
profit by the arms of Frenchmen, in a cauſe 
which we called their own. Beſides, if a pub- 
lication, which is ſtuck up in all parts of the 


town, dated the 1ſt of Floreal, at Rennes, and 


ſigned by ten repreſentatives, and twenty- 
two Chouan chiefs, with Caumartin at their 
head, may be believed, the Vendeans have 
made their peace, and ſubmitted to he repub- 
lic, after having for more than two years cauſed 
the moſt powerful diverſion in favour of her 
external enemies. But this my friends here 
intreat me to deſpiſe ; and, when I point out to 
them its marks of authenticity, aſſure me, that 
Charette will never lay down his arms, but on 
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the condition of royalty being re · inſtated; that 
he is only temporizing, and will ſoon break out 
ſtronger than ever. I liſten in filence, and 
know not which way to turn my faith. — What 
ſhall I ſay of this extraordinary character, Cha- 
rette]! who, whatever be his future intentions, 
has hitherto, certainly, (diſplayed extraordinary 
powers of mind, and Antæus- like ariſen freſh 
from every fall. I am acquainted with two 
people who perſonally know him, and deſcribe 
his talents, courage, and perſeverance, in terms 
of enthuſiaſtic admiration. The French do 
not ſcruple to affirm (but here I ſuſpect their 
love of exaggeration, not unmixed with national 
vanity, to preponderate) that the war of La 
Vendee has coſt to the republic more men 
than all her foreign conflicts united. If, inſtead 
of men, perplexity and vexation were ſubſti- 
tuted, the account would be more credible. 
The proclamation which announces a con- 
_ clufion of the war of La Vendee is not the only 
one, which ſtrikes at this moment the public 
eye, in-Quimper. His Pruſſian Majeſty, Fre- 
deric Willam, our good and faithful ally, has, 
we are told, alſo made his peace with the re- 
public, 
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public, When I recollect his threatening bom- | 
baſtic language, and the mighty irruption made 
into Champagne, not quite three years ago, by 
this pigmy in the ſhoes of a giant, I can com- 
pare him to nothing but the month (April) I 
write in, wich is faid to come in like a lion ad | 
go out like a lamb. The F rench themſelves 
cannot help adverting to his former menaces, 
and ſneering at them, when compared with his 
preſent meekneſs and tender concern for the 
effuſion of human blood. The preamble of 
the proclamation ſtates, that, < in Pilnitz, a 
« part of his Pruſſian Majeſty's dominions, the 
« firſt partitioning treaty of the territory of 
France was executed. That now the repub- 
« lic has demonſtrated to kings and miniſters, 
< that ſhe is not only victorious but invincible, 
<« ſhe will prove to them that ſhe is generous, 
« and willing to grant peace, upon terms con- 
< ſiſting with her dignity, to all her enemies. 
* And, that henceforth the ſtability of her go- 
< vernment, not only to conclude, but to gua- 
< rantee, treaties and alliances, ought not to be 
be een Kc. &c.''— A peace with Spain, 
X likewiſe, 
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likewiſe, is reported to be in great forwardneſs; 
ſo that it is probable, before the end of this year, 


England alone will have the conteſt to maintain; - 


and well, I truſt, it will be maintained by our 


| victorious fleet? 


If then the coalition be on the point of its 
diſſolution, and Charette has laid down his arms, 
either we muſt abandon the ſubjugation of 


France, or ſeek for other means to accompliſh 
it, which, if they exiſt at all, are internal. No- 


thing can be more dazzling and impoſing than 
the great ſucceſs of the French againſt their 
foreign enemies, and the ſeeming eafe with 
which the vaſt machine of the republican go- 
vernment moves; but this ſmooth exterior 
conceals a hollow and. ulcerated inſide. The 


numberleſs abuſes ſubſiſting in the multiplied 


public offices, which defy control or abolition ; 
(what think you of its being aſſerted in the con- 
vention, that in the poſt - office department 
more than zhirty-nine thouſand perſons receive 
falaries ?) the depreciation of affignats, which 


proceeds in a ratio continually increaſing, a 


piece of money, which eight weeks ſince ſold 
for 140 livres, now fetching 400; and, above 


all, 
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all, the enormous public expenditure, which 
almoſt defies computation; are cauſes of the 
moſt ſerious alarm to the ſupporters of the re- 
volution. The laſt of them, if not checked, 
muſt produce a national bankruptcy, and over- 
turn this government, as it did the monarchy ; 
but whether to 'give birth to a new form of 
democracy, or. to the reſtoration of a king, 
who ſhall fay ! | 

By the report of the new ennie Jo- 
hannot, made to the convention 


livres, 


The national expence of the month 2 423,374,459 or- C. 18, 522, 632 


of Nivoſe laſt was = 
The receipt of taxes in *s 4 
month wass 


wn $7,168,733 - W- 2,501,132 


—— — — — 


Exceſs of expenditure, rejecting ſhil - 
lings and pence, and 8 or L. 16,021,500 
a livre at 104d, = =» = » ea 


ͤ— 


In the ſucceeding month, Pluvioſe, the dif- 
ference was ſtill more enormous: it exceed- 
ed the receipt by 443,164,244 livres, or 
L. 19, 388,435. © The trappings of royalty ” 
would poorly keep pace with this unprece- 
dented profuſion, which is hourly increaſing, 


by the inevitable augmentation of ſalaries to all 
- the 
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the public ſervants, both civil and military 


The naval officers have had a conſiderable ad- 
dition to their pay ſince I left Breſt; and, as a 
ſignal to all beneath, the ſtipend of the members 


of the convention has been increaſed from eigh- 


teen to thirty-ſix livres a day. 
I do not pretend to know the nature and 
extent of the preſent taxes; but I remember 


the favourite ſcheme of a heavy land-tax, in 
| Hen of all others, was trumpeted forth at the 


commencement of the revolution, not that it 
dates its birth at ſo recent a period. Our prin- 
ciple of taxing conſumption, they treated with 
great contempt ; but I have reaſon to believe 
they will ſoon adopt it, as I have lately read a 
moſt ſpirited and ingenious attack on Cambon, 
and ſome of his predeceſſors, in which it is ex- 
tolled. The moſt conſiderable of the preſent 


impoſts is a duty of 20 per cent. on all lands 


and houſes. This was calculated to produce 
260 millions, and makes the annual value of 
landed property (including buildings) to be 
1300 millions of livres. Let us ſuppoſe (dread- 
ful ſuppoſition!) that a third part of this is 
N and in the diſpoſal of the govern- 
ment. 
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ment. Call this 440 millions ; and farther, let 

us preſume, that all theſe houſes and lands will 
be ſold at 25 years purchaſe (which, if the 
nature of a part of the property, and the fears 
of reclamatian, particularly of the eſtates of the. 
later emigrants, be conſidered, is perhaps too 
much) the amount will be 1.1 milliards. This 
is the calculation of the moſt ſanguine of 
the French with whom I have converſed on 
the ſubject; and even this, terrifying as it is to 
compute or read, ſeems likely to be inſuffi- 
cient. Johannot reckons the national means 
at 15 milliards 226 millions, even after the 
allowances, which juſtice and humanity dictate, 
ſhall be deducted from them; and propoſes to 
coin immediately 150 millions of copper, in 
order to afford ſuppors to the declining credit of 
affignats. I need not tell you, that I poſſeſs no 
data to formally controvert this ſtatement of 
the financier ; but I beg leave to obſerve, that 
his whole report, which I have carefully read, is 
conceived in thoſe ſanguine and flattering terms, 
which 2ppear to me to have ſprung from a 
pre-concerted determination of exhibiting the 


favourable ſide of the picture, and keeping the 
people 
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i people in good-humour. 1 have heard i it pub. ! 
lickly derided, and have been told that both "1 
its premiſes and concluſions are falſe. In ad t 
dition to the allowance which he hints is to be x 
made to the relations and creditors of emigrants, 7 
under certain reſtrictions, is to be placed a 1 
complete reſtitution of the properties of the | 
Briſſotine party, and all who ſuffered under the c 
tyranny of Robeſpierre: at leaſt ſuch expec- . 
tations have been holden out in the convention, i 
He alſo ſtates, that there are now eight milliards [ 
of alſignats in circulation, and that only three 
milliards more need be added to them. For 
pit the juſtneſs of this laſt declaration his word f 
| muſt be taken, as he does not tell us why he i 
It limits to this ſum the future emiſſion, —Query, | 
vt How are the creditors of the old government 
1 : to be conſidered, when the day of liquidation | 
f | ſhall arrive? A lottery, it ſeems, is projected, 
ll || of all the forfeited houſes; and the ſcheme, at 
1 leaſt here, appears to be reliſhed. — There is , 
f | ; | yet another ſource of revenue, of a delicate na- g 
1 ture, which I ſometimes hear ang read boaſted 
Wl | | of : — requiſitions from the conquered countries; 
1 ! | and confiſcations of the church lands in the 
F315 Hs Auſtrian 
1 
1 
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Auſtrian Netherlands.—How far theſe will be 
' practicable to any great amount, I. leave to you 
to determine, Remember, that the compa- 
ratively trifling levies; which have been already 
made upon the Belgians, are ſaid to have ren- 
dered the French name odious in that country. 
But little facts ſometimes impreſs conviction 
on the mind, when a laboured detail has failed. 
— Until lately there were not any aſignats in 
circulation of more than two thouſand livres 
each in value; but, on the petition of the army 
contractors, aſſignat of ten thouſand livres 
each have been fabricated, “ ih order to leſſen 
re the expence of carriage, which is become 
« enormous. - One of the Paris papers, two 
months ago, aſſigned as a reaſon for raiſing its 
price, the increaſing value of paper, which was 
then 80 livres a ream. © How,” aſks the 
editor, & can it be otherwiſe, when govern- 
* ment, by contract, is every day ſupplied with 
«© fix thouſand reams for its conſumption in 
6 printing off affignats !! ” | 
All 2fftenats of the value of more than 100 
livres, bearing the effigy of Louis XVI. were 
proſeribed ſome time ſince, except in the pur- 
| "8 _— .. 
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chaſing of national domains. This was ont 
of the laſt piratical manceuvres of Cambon; 
and was every way worthy of the financier of 
Robeſpierre. However it ſomewhat contri- 
buted to leſſen the immenſe load of n 
Y Paper. | 
| When I ſum up 3 parts of this 
ſtupendous ſyſtem, and contemplate it in the ag. 
gregate, I muſt confeſs myſelf to be ſtaggered, 
I. and almoſt ready to pronounce againſt the ability 
ü 18 | of this wonderful people to continue the conteſt 
1 in which they are engaged. But, after revolving 
the fubject in every point of view in which it 
preſents itſelf to my mind, I am decidedly of 
opinion, that not even a national inſolvency 
would produce the effect, which ſome of the 
powers combined againſt them ſought in its 
commencement. The diſmemberment of France 
cannot be accompliſhed, without the extermi- 
nation of its inhabitants, even though Mr. Play- 
fair write a ſecond profound diſquiſition to de- 
monſtrate its neceſſity and Patien- and 
how far a © gellum internecinum, againſt twenty- 
four millions of -people is either in its principle 
to be deſired, or in its accompliſhment to be 
: expected, 
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expected, may at leaſt exerciſe the caſviſtry of 
humble ſearchers of truth; like you and me. 
That the French wiſh for peace, cannot be 
doubted by thoſe who are in a habit of reading 
their daily chronicles, and liſtening to their ſen- 
timents; but even this event, deſirable as they 
feel it to be, they. will not purchaſe. at tlie ex- 
pence of the integrity of the empire, or by ſuf- 
fering any power, or combination of powers, on 
earth, to dictate to them what ſhall be their 
form of government, or even to interfere in 
the moſt inconſiderable point about their in- 
ternal regulations. Such, upon my honour, I 
believe to be the unalterable determination of 4 
hege majority of the French nation. A peace 
with us they eſpecially covet. I ſhall not now 
ſtay to examine what are the impediments on 
our ſide to its completion. We are accuſed of 
wiſhing to monopolize the trade of Europe to 
both the Indies. According to the lateſt ac- 
counts I have read from one of them, notwith- 
ſtanding our rapid conqueſts in the beginning, 
the tide of victory ſeems to be ſo far balanced, 

as to render the event dubious; and even if 
We _—_— ſucceed in that quarter, it may be- 
a | 2 come 
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come a queſtion, whether (le jeu vaut la eban. 


« delle. The yellow fever, and the reſiſtance 
of a million of men, ſuddenly awakened to a 


perception of their rights, are antagoniſts not 
to be deſpiſed. © Emancipate the negroes, and 
the commercial aſcendancy of England is for 
ever deſtroyed,” ſaid Danton. My opinion is 
very different; and I am perfuaded, that if the 
Charibean iſlands were at this moment inde- 


pendant ftates, our ſhipping would not be leſs 
numerous (for our immenſe capital would flow 
into other channels) nor would ſugar, rum, 
coffee, and Barbadoes water, be lefs attainable 


to adminiſter to our luxury. If the opulence of 
England be founded on the baſis of African 
flavery; if the productions of the tropies can 
be diſpenſed to us only by the blood and tears 
of the negro, I do not heſitate to exclaim— 


<« Periſh our commerce ;” 1 our r humanity 
live ! : 0 | 


- By the al am abt alk; hs we OO 
againſt them in a confederacy, whoſe aims (they 


ſay) were as irreconcileable to each other, as 


to juſtice. This query I have ſo little ſatis- 
faction in anſwering, _ for the ſake of argu- 
28 0 — 
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ment, and to prevent being totally overborne, 
{ retort it upon them, and accuſe them of 
being the aggreſſors: a conteſt in which nothing 
is gained or loft, tor bor en and both 
„V, 

It is, nevertheleſs, certain in the mean time, 
that a hatred of us, as a nation, is univerſally 
diffuſed among the favourers of the revolution. 
When declaiming on this head, their extrava- 
gance is ſometimes not unentertaining. They 
have collected, and believed, without examina- 
tion of their abſurdity, a number of wild and 
ridiculous tales about us: ſuch as that there 
exiſted a ſcheme to ſet the Duke of Vork 
upon the throne of France; that Marat and 
Robeſpierre were in the pay of Mr. Pitt, and 

aàcted by his directions, &c. &c. They ſtun 
one, indeed, with repetitions of the name of 

Mr. Pitt, and execrations of his politics, which, 

I often tell them, is the higheſt compliment 

they can pay him. “ His father,” ſaid an orator 
in the convention, ** infuſed into him, in his 

* infancy, his hatred of France, and, like Hamil- 
« car of old, ſwore him to eternal enmity againſt 

« the French name.“ But, perhaps, another 

e 3 | great 
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great man, whoſe ſhare in provoking the war, 
and ſounding the knell of peace, has not been 
inconſiderable, may feel diſappointed on being 
told, that his name in this part of France is 


never mentioned, and is even unknown. The 


ſplendid pebble, with which Mr. Burke, after 
the firſt revolution, endeavoured to perturb the 
lake of French tranquillity, has not yet ſpread 
Its undulations to this diſtant ſhore.—To de- 
ſcend from Mr. Burke to his vaunted antagoniſt 
Tom Paine, I was, on coming into France, cu- 
yous to learn what had become of this wander- 
ing demagogue, whom the delirium of the mo- 
ment had rendered conſpicuous. For a long 


time I could get no intelligence of him: to 


ſome his name was new; and others, with dif- 
ficulty recollecting it, ſaid he was guillotined, 
My enquiries remained unſatisfied, - until 1 
chanced to read in a news-paper a decree of 
the convention for his releaſe from arreſt, with 
other deputies of the party, of Briſſot. From 
this time, until a few days ſince, I had ceaſed to 
think about a being, whoſe name was never 
mentioned ; when a news-paper again preſented 
it to me, in a report of Courtois to the con. 
Wente 
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vention, dignified by the title of © founder of 
« liberty in the two worlds.“ Notwithſtanding 
this conſolatory panegyric, I am of opinion 
that Mr. Paine is not deſtined to ſhine on the 
theatre of French politics. But whither ſhall 
he retire to better his fortune, and re-lume his 
fame? America would ow prove a ſterile and 
unproductive ſoil for the tranſplantation of 
ſuch a genius; while ungrateful Europe (the 
French dominions excepted) ſhutting every 
avenue againſt him, bids him wander, like a 
ſecond Cain, without an aſylum, or a 8 
place. 
To return to my ſubject. The preſent period 
is certainly an intereſting one in the hiſtory of 
the revolution. The convention is not popular, 
and every day loſes ground in the affection of 
the people. You can form no adequate idea 
of the cloſeneſs with which its proceedings are 
ſerutinized, and the aſperity with which they 
are attacked, in the news- papers, and in private 
circles. Since I have reſided among the French, 
freedom of opinion and ſpeech has made an ex- 
traordinary progreſs. Heads which, ſix months 
| 280 would have “ bided but the whetting of 
N 4 « the 
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ce the axe, now dectiien dec and 
unreſtrained. Has the propoſition of Merlin de 


Thionville, for the diſſolution of the conven- 


tion, and the election of a national aſſembly, 


yet reached you? It was ſtrongly defended, and 
ſtrongly reprobated. For the preſent, Merlin 


has been prevailed upon to withdraw his mo- 
tion; but, I think, it will be reſumed ſoon; 


the royaliſts eagerly long for it, and predict, 


from the moment it ſhall be decreed, the re- 


ſtoration of monarchy, provided the election be 


free and general; but this is not expected, as 


a propoſal, in caſe it muſt be adopted, has been 


already ſtarted, to oblige the people to elect a 
majority of the preſent legiſlators. In the mean 
time the new conſtitution is loudly clamoured 


for by the republicans. Sicyes, who is at 


length emerged from behind the curtain which 
had fo long concealed him, and others, are 


ſaid to be preparing it; and a very beautiful 


metaphyſical theory of impracticability, I doubt 
not, it will prove. Let this be as it may, I 
dread an agitation of theſe queſtions, and be- 
come doubly deſirous to get out of France 
before they are ſtarted ; for, during the time 
: of 
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of the election, we ſhall at leaſt be locked up 
and half ſtarved, if no worſe befal us, | 

But another queſtion, which involves more 
important conſequences than at firſt appear, 
viz, Whether the leaders of the ancient com- 
mittee of public ſafety, Barrere, Collot d' Her- 
bois, and Billaud de Varennes (Vadier having | 
eſcaped) ſhall be tried, or not? has during the 
laſt ſix weeks almoſt abſorbed every other con- 
ſideration. It was, in fact, an experiment of 
the ſtrength of the two parties, the moderates 
and terroriſts, which divide the convention. 
The latter are generally ſuppoſed to be com- 
pletely overthrown; but, in my opinion, the 
middle ſtep, of inflicting, without a trial, the 
puniſnment of exile (ſome ſay to Cayenne, 
others to an iſland on the coaſt of Brittany) 
upon culprits whoſe crimes exceed credibility, 
is not only unjuſt, but evinces ſomething like 
a compromiſe: The royaliſts, the Briſſotines, 
and all others who have been lately freed from 
confinement, greatly dreaded the eſcape of theſe 
monſters, in the conſequent triumph of their 
party. Poor Madame Kervelligan, while it 
was pending, did us the honour, with ſome 

5 more 
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more ladies, to dine FO us. Lou th 
picture to yourſelf terror like her's, leſt the 


moderates ſhould be defeated. She took from 
her pocket a paper, arid read to us from it, with 
great encomiums, the ſpeeches in the conven- 


tion of Legendre, Iſnard, and others who had 


declaimed againſt the prevenus; while ſhe was 
enxaged in an equal degree againſt thoſe who 
had defended them, and reſiſted the return of 
the proſcribed deputies (her huſband is of the 


number) into the boſom of the convention, until 


they ſhould be purificd by trial. Lecointre of 
Verſailles was not ſpared upon this occaſion. 


Mr. Kervellizan is now in Paris; and who can 


wonder at her perturbation ? Of the ſeventeen 
months which he lay concealed, ſhe was ſhut up 
eleven a cloſe priſoner in the chateau of Breſt. 
If ſhe do not hear from him by every poſt, ſhe is 


miſerable ; not knowing, in the preſent temper 


of the times, who may be ſpared in a popular 
commotion. She and others declared to me, 
while the ſtruggle laſted, that ſo exaſperated 
were the two parties againſt each other, that: 


they ſhould not be ſurprized to hear, that they 
had had recourſe to arms, and butchered one 


another 
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another in the ſenate-houſe. The days and nights 
of the 12th and 13th of Germinal were parti- 
cularly terrible. The convention during the 
whole of them remained at its poſt, moſt of 
the members being armed with piſtols to pre- 
vent aſſaſſination. In this commotion, of which 
part of a narrative, written by one who was 
on the ſpot, has been read to me, the cry of 
« Vive Louis dix: ſapt li was once or twice heard, 
but it was faintly uttered, whilſt “ Vive la re- 
et publique, and give us a conſtitution reſound- 

ed on every ſide. 3 
Immediately after this diſturbance was 5 quell- | 
ed, expreſſes communicative of the event were 
diſpatched into all the diſtricts. The courier 
to this place arrived a little before noon on 
_ the gth inſtant, and the drum was forthwith 
beat in every quarter of the town, inviting all 
« good citixens to repair at two o'clock to the 
cathedral, to hear the account from Paris read, 
and to adopt meaſures in conſequence of it. 
Being aſſured of not giving offence, I went at 
three to the place of appointment, and found 
the municipality, and about 150 people of the 
lower order, inclyding a few officers, ſeveral 
ſoldiers, 
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ſoldiers, and many women, collected. They 
vVere liſtening to a man who was mounted into 


the pulpit, and reading to them a bulletin, ſtating 
the circumſtances of the attempt which had 


been committed on the national repreſentatives, 


and of its ſuppreſſion ; alſo the names of certain 


members whoſe arreſt had been decreed ; and 


laſtly, that General Pichegru was called in, to 
preſerve by an armed force the peace of Paris 
from the machinations of royaliſts and terro- 


riſts. Every body wore their hats, and no inſult 


was offered to us Engliſhmen, ſeveral of whom 


were preſent. When the reading was finiſhed, 
an addreſs to the convention was voted, on the 


patriotiſm and energy they had diſplayed ; and 
ſeveral people got into the pulpit, and ſpoke in 
their turns. From theſe orators, a blackſmith 
was univerſally allowed to bear away the palm, 


haranguing with great fluency againſt the terro- 


riſts, and ſurprizing his auditors by the keenneſs 
of his ſarcaſms, and the juſtneſs of his obſerva- 
tions. The ſpeech of one who aſcended the 
tribune was ſimply, * Vive la republique! which 
was received with many plaudits. In conclu- 


ſion they decreed, that the members of the an- 


cient 
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tient committee of ſurveillance of the town 
(which has long been ſuppreſſed) ſhall be 
deemed ſuſpected perſons, be diſarmed, and 
obliged to appear every day before the muni- 
cipality ; and that henceforth they ſhall not be 
eligible to any office of truſt or power in their 
commune. . | £ 8 8 
A mention of the committee of ſurveillance 
leads me to bring you acquainted with that in- 
fernal inſtitution, which, of all engines that ever 
were placed in the hands of a government, was 
ſurely the moſt effectual to over- awe the citizens, 
and to promote the cauſe of deſpotiſm. The 
number and coſt of this hoſt of licenſed ſpies 


were not leſs extraordinary than their power, 


which authorized them, without aſſigning any 


reaſon hut a ſuſpicion of inciviſm, to enter the 
houſes of all the inhabitants, whom they pleaſed 
to ſay had been denounced to them; to ſeize : 
upon their perſons, in order to deliver them 


over to the revolutionary tribunal; and to break 


open their cabinets, and inſpect their papers. 


There 'are in France forty thouſand com- 
munes, and every commune had its committee, 
which, upon an average, contained ten mem- 
| 5 | bers, 
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bers, the number in part depending upon that 


of the inhabitants. The ſalary of every mem- 
ber was five livres a day. 


a A multiply = - 40,000 
5 8 FT 


2 1 


c 


8 


and the expencèe per day 8 EE 2,000,000 livres 1 
which multiplied by - - 365 _ 


2 8 


makes the annual expence - = 730,000,000 livres, or, at 


10 2d. each, 4 31937805. 


* 


The committee of ſurveillance of e 


cojfitina of twelve members, whoſe names and 


occupations were as follows : : - 


Botibon, N ſhopkeeper, | Roſe, - barber, 
Harier, butcher, Roland, merchant's clerk, 
Moreau, muſician, Morivan, hog-butcher, 
Becam, taylor, _ Le Moine, gardener, 
Cariou, taylor, Montaigne, brazier, 
Keroch, barber, . L'Hot, - printer's devil. 


They were to a man the creatures of the 


creatures, ten gradations deep, of the com- 


mittee of public ſafety. . In ſuch hands were 


Ly 
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che liberties and lives of Frenchmen depoſited ! 
Even on the day I write, the inſtitution is not 
totally aboliſhed, but is momently expected to 
be ſo. It is ſtill retained in towns which con- 
tain forty thouſand inhabitants, or more, but is 
ſeldom allowed to exerciſe its powers. 7 
The number of perſons guillotined in Quim- 
per was only four, two prieſts and two women. 
The guillotine was kept in the cathedral, but 
performed its office on the parade. It was cuſ- 
tomary to ſend to Breſt thoſe who were de- 
nounced, which was more convenient than to 
try them on che ſpot, where witneſſes . might 
have eſtabliſhed their innocence: of this claſs 
there were many victims. I was told, when 
at Breſt, that 172 perſons of both ſexes had 
been executed there. The operation 1s ſaid to 
have been performed on 32 of the number in 
fomewhat leſs than nineteen minutes. . 
It is impoſſible to pronounce the word guillo- 
tine, without aſſociating with it its grand mover 
Robeſpicrre, that modern Procruſtes, who ſought 
to contract or extend to the ſtandard of his own 
opinion, a mighty people; before whom nei- 
ther elevation of virtue or talents. could erect a 
| | ſhield, 
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ſhield, or infignificancy of birth and Gtvatio 
creep beneath a ſhelter. Without aiming to 


become his defender, I muſt, however, be per- 


mitted to obſerve, that many of the relations, | 


which, on authority ſeemingly good, I every 


day hear and read of his towering ambition and 


capricious cruelty, are too extravagant to be 
credited, and, if true, too degrading to our na- 


ture to be repeated. In the general horror and 


indignation excited by his remembrance, I am 
ſenſible (eſpecially among this declamatory 
people) that truth will often be ſacrificed to 
paſſion. There is, beſides, a ſetond' reaſon, 
that increaſes the diſtruſt with which I liſten ;—= 


to ſcreen themſelves from odium, all the ſubor- 


dinate tyrants fix upon him, and attribute to 


his orders, the innumerable butcheries and acts 


of oppreſſion which they have perpetrated.— 
They who were once his cloſeſt imitators, are 
now loudeſt in their outcries againſt his me- 
mory z which, in many inſtances, is loaded with 
the crimes of his contemporaries, I had not 


been taken twenty-four hours when Captain 


Le Franq, either from credulity, or a wiſh to 


impreſs me with an early belief of his not being 


attached 
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attached. to a ſinking party, told me, „ among 
ſimilar tales, that Robeſpierre had, in the town- 
hall of Paris, cauſed himſelf to be proclaim- | 
ed, „Maximilian the Firſt, Emperor of the 


« French.” "Upon finding that a man, whoſe 


relative rank and ſituation in life entitled him 
to reſpectable ſpurces of information, could 


thus, either from ignorance, prejudice, or a 


leſs laudable motive, be guilty 'of ſo groſs a 


 miſrepreſentation, it became doubly incumbent 


upon me to reſtrain my belief. 

However outrageous the execrations of the 
French now are on hearing his name, they do“ 
not ſurpaſs the adulation with which they once 
approached the idol of his power. I wiſh I could 


ſend to you the Gazette Nationale of the 3oth of 


Pluvioſe, which belongs to a collection of news- 


papers that I have acceſs to, and contains a re- 


port of the 16th of Niugſe, made to the con- 
vention by Courtois, in the name of the com- 
mittee appointed to examine the papers of Ro- 
beſpierre. Never before was flattery ſo groſs 


and ſervile uſed as ſome of theſe productions, 
which were adreſſes to him from different 


diſtricts, communes, and popular ſocieties. The 
0 ſtatue 
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ſtatue inſcribed to the “ immortal man, and 
the poetic incenſe aſterwards offered at his 
ſhrine by Boileau, fade before it. He is called 
in them the glorious, incorruptible Robeſpierre, 

who covers, as with a ſhield, the republic by 

his virtues and talents; who joins to the ſelf- de- 
nial of a Spartan, or a Roman of early date, the 
eloquence of an Athenian. Even his tender- 
neſs and humanity of diſpoſition are praiſed. 

One man congratulates himſelf on a perſonal 
reſemblance of him; and another, at the diſ- 
tance of 600 miles, is haſtening to Paris, to 
feaſt his eyes with a ſight of him. He is com- 

pared, not by an individual but by a body of 
people, to the Meſſtah, © annonce par Þ Etre Su- 
<<, preme, pour reformer toute choſe; and after- 
wards he is ſaid to 'manifeſt himſelf © comme 
* Dieu, par des merveilles.” On ſome occaſion 

a Te Deum was performed for him, the burthen 
of the ditty being, . Vive Robeſpierre ! Vive la 

ce Republique! El feel aſhamed to tranſcribe any 
more of theſe impious and contemptible abſur- 
dities. I beg of you, however, to remark; when 
Courtois's report ſhall fall into your hands, that 
amidſt che papers which have been ſcrutinized 
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4 this e inary perſonage, chough i incon- 
trovertible evidence of his reſtleſs and ſangui- 
nary diſpoſition appears; yet nothing bearing 
the marks of an arranged plan for mounting a 
throne, or erecting himſelf i into a dictator; was 
found. Some trifling hints are once or twice 
thrown out, which the reporter does not fail to 
magnify; but Robeſpierre; if he ever really 
entertained ſuch a project, was too circumſpect 
to commit it to writing; and knew too well 
the looſe nature of man to entruſt his ſecret, 
until it were matured in his own mind, and 
could tempt to confederacy by its probability | 
of accompliſhment. I never reflect on the 
Tudden arid total apoſtacy of the French from 
this man and Marat, without indulging a 
hope that the verſatile levity of ſentiment; 
and unceaſing deſire of change, which cha- 
racterize the nation, will at length point, in a 
ſpirit of repentant loyalty, founded on an un- 
conquerable determination to be free, to the 
deſcendants of their kings. And this hope 
1 am always willing to ſuſtain; by calling to 
mind our reſtoration of Charles the Second ; - 
but at the ſame time 1 confeſs, that (at leaſt 
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for the preſent) my obſervations pronounce it 
to be rather a concluſion which 1 deſire, chan 1 


een which I expect. 

By poſterity then muſt Robeſpierre be judg- 
ed. No ſcrutiny will reach his virtues, how- 
ever it may exalt his genius. Vigour of mind 
he undoubtedly poſſeſſed, and he joined to it 


(except in moments of inebriation, to which he 


was ſometimes addicted) profound diſſimula- 
tion; but there exiſt unqueſtionable proofs, 
that he was a poltroon, which ſingle flaw in his 
compoſition rendered his downfall certain. A 
combination of other cauſes might have pro- 
longed his elevation, but could not have pre- 
ſerved it to the end of his exiſtence. On how 
many occaſions did Cromwell's perſonal intre- 
pidity, and firmneſs of nerve, uphold him and 
his authority 


We owe candour more to a review of the 


worſt than of the beſt of characters; and no 


man was ever more entitled to an indulgence 


of it than Robeſpierre. 
The papers of the other members of the 


committee, of which Robeſpierre, is believed to 


he directed all the ſprings, are alſo laid open, 
8 and 


(ION 


ans aaa 
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and are equally curious and ſhocking as his. 
There are among them orders, ready ſigned 
and ſealed, for bringing to trial, and executing, 
thoſe whoſe names might be inſerted in the 
blank f. paces. Juries, a venerable inſtitution de- 
rived. from as, have hitherto had very little 
claim to the gratitude of the French. In a 
report made to the convention by Saladin, in 
the name of the committee of 21, on the 13th 
of laſt Yentoſe (3d. March) it is ſtated, that 
the managers of the committee of public ſafety, 
Barrere, Collot, Billaud, &c. held every even- 
ing conferences with the public accuſer and 
the preſident of the revolutionary tribunal, wha 
rendered to them an account of their proceed- 
ings, and received their inſtructions for the 
work of the next day, —On. the following ac- 
count you may alſo rely. A judge and jury 
were ſent to Paris, from a place 200 miles 
diſtant from it, to give an account of their 
principles, for having condemned two men to 
ten years impriſonment, who, in the opinion of 
a repreſentative who was preſent in the court, 

ought to have ſuffered death. The crime of 
the priſoners was, having ſaid, that © they 
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«& withed to ſee the tree of liberty of their com- 

« mune cut down.“ — The ſentence was ordered 
N d ; they were 8 Wan; 3 and 6 


guillotined. | 
An extraq of a letter, 88150 Parthè, Bond 


after his execution, in the cabinet of Le Bas 


is as follows. Le comite 7 s ſalut Pubic a dit à 
& Le Bon, au il efperait que nous irions tous les 


e jours de mitux en mieux. Nobeſpierre voudrait 


20 que chacun de nous pit former un ſeul tribunal, 
cc et empoigner chacun une ville de la frontiere. » 
After this gentle wiſh (allowing i it to haye been 
uttered) which breathes more cloſely that of 
Caligula | than any other that modern biography 
affords, you will, perhaps, think I haye been 


| too lenient to the memory of Robeſpierre, 


Remember, I only wiſh to apportion his ſhare 
of guilt. The convention, by baniſhing the 
triumvirate, « until they can be tried at 3 
ec period of more tranquillity,” not only demon- 
ſtrate a fear of the Jaccbin party, but a ſecret 
apprehenſion leſt many of themſelves ſhould 
be implicated | in the tranſactions which ſuch an 
enquiry would unfold. Hence the violent op- 
poſition | to a publication of their papers by 
* „ 
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many. of the moderate party, as well as that of 
their opponents. How indeed, in conſiſtency, 
could thoſe men, from whom they derived their 
powers, now turn their accuſers? 

To conclude an odious and debaſing ſubject. 
The © noyades, fuzilades, and republican mar- 
ce riages of Carrier at Nantes; joined to the 
exploits of Collot d'Herbois at Lyons, who 
chained together, at one time, four hundred 
people, in the great ſquare of the city, and fired 

upon them with grape-ſhot, until they were ex- 

terminated ; with many others equally diabo- 
lical, which ſhall not pollute my page, almoſt 
tempt one to believe, that a majority of the 
nation were at one time accomplices in its 
crimes and miſeries. They have, indeed, at 
length awakened from their delirium, and figh 
at the dreadful retroſpect. 

I have written until my paper 1s ct 
my eyes bedimmed, and my imagination haunt- 
ed by racks, wheels, and guillotines dyed in hu- 
man gore. Therefore good night! and adieu 
until to-morrow, when I will reſume my pen! 
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LETTER XL, 


|  Quimper, rſt May 1795. 
A- 1DST ſuch ſcenes as I was yeſterday 
condemned to deſcribe, it were impoſ- 
ſible but an univerſal corruption of manners 
muſt follow, and it has accordingly arrived, 
That the French ſhould pant to be free, who 
can doubt, or who can blame? But it has 
happened to tbem, as it muſt to every people 
who are ſuddenly hurried into extremes, with- 
out the national mind being in any degree pre- 
pared for the change which has taken place, 
This people poſſeſſes not the ſtability of cha- 
racter, or the auſtere ſelf-denying virtues, of 
the ancient republicans. Many of the preſent 
leading demagogues of the convention do not 
even affect a common regularity of manners; 
and, if the public journals, which do not ſpare 
tbem by name, may be believed, wallow in the 
moſt ſcandalous ſenſuality, 1 read the other 
day a deſcription of a drunken ſcene between 
55 ; ons 
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one of the Merlins and a brother deputy, which 
was pourtrayed with much humour. I mention 
this to ſhew you, that the editors of news- papers 
here are not more afraid of the executive power 
than on your ſide of the water. When I com- 
pare the preſent number of the convention to 
what it was at its inſtitution, not three years 
| fince, and recolle& the cauſes, — ſelf- murder, 
public execution deſertion, and 'baniſhment— | 
which have occaſioned the diminution, I ſtand 
petrified with amazement and horror. What 
ſtronger proof of the depravity of this legiſla- 

tive aſſembly can be adduced than their perpe- 
' tual deliberate acts of treachery towards each 
other, in betraying private converſations, which 
have paſſed among themſelves ? Their annals 
are full of it. How many of their members 
have been hurried by it to the guillotine; and 
how many more have been ſupplanted i in the 
public favour by the informers! _ 

The thirſt for diſſipation is not leſſened 3 but 
whence the means which enable many of the 
French to purſue it in its preſent form are de- 
rived, is a myſtery. Ii the exceſſive and daily 
increaſing price of commodities be conſidered, 
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| frugality, and yet cannot bound my expences 


tional treaſury, © in order to leſſen the public 


party. It is evident that the habits, which this 


obtained, creates, are deſtructive of all induſtry. 


divorces took place, 198 of which were ſoli- 


of union indiſſoluble were, indeed, to realize 
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nothing is more inexplicable than how thoſe 
who have only ſtipulated incomes contrive to 
ſubſiſt upon them. I live with the moſt rigid 


within leſs than 250 livres a week. It is cer- 
tain that falſe aſſignats abound ; and the tongue 
of malevolence has not ſcrupled to aſſert, that 
many of them have been iſſued from the na- 


e debt, when the day of preſentation for pay- 
« ment ſhall arrive.” Remember, I do not 
pretend to ſtate this as more than the whiſper of 


plenty of the medium of exchange, however 


This little town is crowded by men and women, 
who, like the Athenians, do nothing from morn- 
ing to night « but tell and hear of ſome new 
“e thing.” The national fickleneſs demonſtrates 
itſelf no leſs in private than in public opinion. 
In Paris alone, in the month of laſt Nivgſe, 223 


cited by the wives. Nothing is more ſpecious 
than a facility of divorce. To render the chain 


; EW 2 
k the 
. 


che puniſhment of Mezentius; but to permit its 
ſeparation upon every trifling and: momentary 
caprice, is to corrupt ſociety in its ſource; 
You know that marriage is here a civil 
contract only, which I have ſeen entered into 
at the Zurtau of the municipality, and which 
conſiſts merely in the parties declaring, before 
certain witneſſes, their wiſh to be united, and 
entering their names in a regiſter ; but of late 
all but flaming republicans have thought it ne- 
ceſſary to ſtrengthen the engagement, by pri- 
vately fuperadding the ceremony of the church. 
The national taſte has ſuffered equal degra- 
dation. The dramas of Racine, and the odes 
and epiſtles of Boileau, are ſupplanted by crude 


declamatory productions, to which the revolu- 


tionary ſpirit has given birth. The French 


have been almoſt as ingenious as ourſelves. 


It was a diſcovery reſerved for the preſent age, 
that Pope was a mere verſifier; and that the 
immortal compoſitions of the two before-men- 
tioned writers are harmonious tinklings only, 
devoid of fire of fancy, and elevation of genius. 


There has been a report preſented to the con- 


* 


vention, on the Gothici/m which has overſpread 
| the 
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the land, and exterminated in its fury more 


than two thirds of the works of art and taſte, 
which ennobled France. It will be handed 


down to poſterity, in the chronicles of the re- 
volution, as a fact that marks the ſpirit in which 
it has been conducted. 

Notwithſtanding the various arms be which 
religion has been perſecuted, ſhe again begins to 
lift her head. A report, preſented by Boiſſy 
d'Anglas, from the united committees of public 
fafety, general ſecurity, and legiſlation, to the 
convention, containing ten articles in fayour of 


public worſhip, has been adopted and decreed. 


By theſe the republic acknowledges no national 
religious inſtitution; nor grants ſalaries to the 
prieſthood; nor furniſhes. any place for the 
performance of worſhip, &c. &c.; but it 


expreſsly forbids, under pain of puniſhment, 


every one from preventing his neighbour from 


the exerciſe of his devotion. 


In conſequence of this decree on the back 
of the proclamation iſſued by Gueſno and Guer- 
meur, and of aſſurances from the conſtituted 
authorities that they ſhall not be moleſted, the 


moderate catholics here aſſemble on every Sab- 
bath 
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bath in oe cathedral, the uſe of which (as an 
indulgence) is granted to them; but the more 
rigid, fearleſs of the law (which forbids it) hold 
little meetings at each other's houſes, where the 
non juring clergy officiate. This is known to 
the police; but the predilection of the country 
people, who flock in great numbers to theſe 


aſſemblies, renders it convenient to wink at 


them, and has hitherto reſtrained al attack TOs x 


them. 5 | 
I went upon Eaſter Sunday to the cathedral, 
and found a numerous congregation there. The 
altar was lighted up by twelve large waxen tapers ; 
the holy water was ſprinkled upon the congre- 


gants; and the incenſe was burnt, with the ac- 
cuſtomed ceremonies ; but even here demo- 


cratic ſpleen manifeſted itſelf in diſturbing what 
it is no longer allowed to interdict. In the moſt 
ſolemn part of the ſervice, the Marſeillois Hymn 


| was heard from the organ: that war-whoop, to 


whoſe ſound the bands of regicides who at- 
tacked their ſovereign in his palace marched; 
and which, during the laſt three years, has 
been the watch-word of violence, rapine, and 

murder! 
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murder“! How incongruous were its notes in 
the temple of the Prince of Peace! A black- 
guard- looking fellow cloſe to me, whom 1 
knew, by his uncombed hair, dirty linen; ragged 
_ attire, and contemptuous geſtures, to be a veri- 
table ſans-culette, joined his voice to the muſic; 
and echoed, Aux armes, cilayens Fear alone 
kept the people quiet; and of its influence 
in this country I have witneſſed aſtoniſhing 
proofs, which demonſtrate; beyond volumes of 
reaſoning, the terror inſpired by the revoly- 
tionary government. 

As the obſervance of the Sabbath advances, 
the Decadis fink into contempt. I had heard 
much of civic feaſts and other patriotic inſti- 
tutions celebrated upon them; but ſince I have 
been here, nothing of the ſort has occurred. 
The national flag is diſplayed on the public 
offices, and if there is no preſſure of buſineſs, 


* T was once careleſsly humming, at a fire-fide, the 
Carmagnole; when a lady, ſuddenly interrupting me, ex- 
claimed, For God's ſake ceaſe that hateful tune! It 
&« brings to my remembrance nothing but maſſacres and 
& guillotines.“ | 5 


the 
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the clerks have a holiday. A few zealous re- 
publicans alſo ſhut up their ſhops; but at pre- 
ſent for one ſhop ſhut on a Decadi, there are fix 
on a Sunday; for, however their owners may 
differ on political queſtions, a ſenſe of religion 
is not extinguiſhed in the maſs of the people, 
even of the town. I have, nevertheleſs, been 
aſſured, that fix months ago, to have ſhewn this 
mark of reſpect for the Sabbath would have been 
a certain mean of drawing down the reſentment 
of the predominant faction. On every Decadi 
the laws are appointed to be read in the cathe- 
dral, and the municipality attend. I had once 
the curioſity to go to this meeting, and found 
the number of auditors, which I counted, ex- 
cluſive of the reader, and thoſe who attended 
officially, to be twenty-ſeven perſons, of whom, 
to my ſurprize, five were old women, 

Were I not bound to attend an appointment 
at twelve o'clock, in the event of which I am 
deeply intereſted, methinks it were a curious 
ſpeculation (to which I incline) to try to de- 
velope what will be the probable ſtate of 
France, when peace with all her neighbours 
ſhall be reſtored to her, The thinking part of 
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the nation ſurvey, not without alarming antici« 


pation, the conſequence of a million and a half 
of armed men, to whom a habit of indolence is 
become familiar, being turned looſe upon a 


country whoſe ſpecie has diſappeared, whoſe 
foreign commerce is annihilated, and whoſe 
| manufactures muſt be born again, for hardly * 


trace of their having ever exiſted remains: add 


to this, that the government, by being no longer 


revolutionary, will loſe its ſtrong executive 
ſpring: and that the people are ſplit into in- 
numerable parties, which bare each other with 
irreconcileable inveteracy. | 

National prejudices and eat N 


J conſider as a vile ſtate engine, which, in the 


hands of a few crafty men, has for more than 


five thouſand years wrought the miſery of the 


human race. Engliſhmen and Frenchmen, the 


.Charib and the Hindoo, the philoſopher of 


Europe and the naked ſavage whoſe wander- 


ings I have witneſſed at Botany Bay, ſhall one 


day, I preſume in humble confidence to truſt, 
be aſſembled before the © living throne,” of a 
common Father; and look back on that dimi- 
nutive ſpeck, ae in the boundleſs ocean of 

in nity 


In THE YEAR 1795. „ 


rafinity acthings ſhort of divine irradiation could 


make viſible to their eyes; - to review with un- 
qualified contempt, ſorrow, and repentance, 


thoſe falſe principles, and fanguinary conclu- 


| ions, which rendered it untò them a theatre of 

| contention and horror, and cauſed their cops to 
be few and evil!” 

kl ſuch be my ſentiments, I have no right to 

wiſh calamity to France. I do not.—May ſhe 


conclude: peace with her neighbours ; and la- 


bour to ſettle her own government ; and render 


: happy her numerous children! But when I look 


forward to the completion of ſuch an event, I 
think I foreſee ſo many long years of havoc, 
which have yet to urge their courſe in this 
devoted country, that I will drop the curtain, 
and Halen © to meet. Adieu. 


* 


* LETTER 


* 
r 


E * Wo A 5 
418 "XZ CU £ a 3% 


210. ; LETTER FROM rr ru. | 


pe g * 
9 * 3 
* l * T4 vidi * bg A A 


55 


WOTOL es af Et: 
#| Io a E 1 w. E R I. 4 
"7 4 A SVG Ss 7 hay : &: ve 8 q 
Fg FL EE . 1 > 3 1 8 34 in 
MY DEAR ——, 1 11th 75 2795 


Garry me. The circumſtances 


| which led to my. obtaining perr iſſion to 
come to England, prove me fortunate beyond 
: example; and as I think them honobrable to 
French See 1 mall not il.) to. record 
| 8 18 


* 3 


| #9 ba to 8 — 5 ran n off the 
Sound, and made 4 ſignal for a pilot. One of 
the Cawſand boats i in conſequence. puſhed out 
to us, and received Admiral Bligh, his two 
young gentlemen, and myſelf, We were ſoon 
landed; and I am happy to tell you that I found 


4 
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The packet which accompanies this will ex- 
plain to you my hopes, and the meaſures 
which I intended to purſue, at the time it was 
written. The A liberation and paſſport 

| arrived 


fa. 8 
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1 1 
arrived on the 2d inſt⸗ 


ant; and, on bis requeſt : 
for his aid. de c camp and interpreter to accom- 
pany him, the good commiſſary made no ſeruple | 
oof furniſhing me." with a paſſport to go. to Breſt, 

upon pledging, myſelf to return, in caſe my ap- 


© © 4 & * # 


plication to the repreſenta ives might be re- 


jected. Having bidden adieu to my friends, 1 
ſet out. * the following morning on horſe- 
dees | the, beſt. the rown. efforded, without 
ſprings, and with traces made of ropes. Our 


the two boys i in a 


ſudden departure was in conſequence of know- 


i ing that an embargo, which, had ſubſiſted for 
ſome time, was juſt taken off, and that ſeveral 
American veſſels were ready to fail for Eng- 
land. We travelled about thirty-ſix miles, 
through a country which, is full of young pro- 
miling corn, indicating a plentiful crop, and 
appearing not to haye ſuffered from wanting 
huſbandmen to ſow it. About four o'clock 
ve reached a village, whence there is a ferry 


about ten miles acrols 1 to Breſt, Here we em- 
barked, wich more than a dozen country people, 


Pry 


who were carrying the produce of their farms to 


the. next day's market. Only one of them could 


F 1 : ſpeak 
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Fr peak French, who ſatisfied the curioſity of the 
reſt about us. They made their ſupper of 
coupe, and were abundantly thankful to us for a 

remnant of a piece of cold veal which we had 
brought with us, ſome bread, and a little wine, 
which they ate as luxuries. Owing to a con- 

trary wind, it was midnight before we got 
abreaſt of the harbour” s mouth; when we learn 
_ ed, by hailing a veſſel, to our unſpeakable mor- 
© tification, that all the Americans had ſailed in 
the courſe of the day. The circumſtance of 
having miſſed, by being a few hours too late, 
an opportunity, the ſellow of which might not 
: arrive for months, joined to the apprehenſions 
and perplexity of men in our ſituation, on en- 
tering into a garriſon- town like Breſt, at ſo un- 
ſeaſonable and ſuſpicious an hour, rendered our 
feelings very unenviable. We wanted the boat- 
men to land us at the town, and to ſhew us to 
an inn, where we might be accommodated with 
beds; but this they peremptorily refuſed to do, 
telling us, that we might every moment expect 
to be hailed by one of the forts, and ordered 
on ſhore to give an account of ourſelves. This 
N as they had aac in a few mi- 
nutes, 
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nutes, when we were ſummoned through a ſpeak - 


ing-trumpet to land within ſome palliſades at 
the point of the dock- yard. A ſerjeant and a 


file of men received us, and conducted us im- 
mediately to their officer at the guard-houſe, a 


tall well- looking young man; who after having 
inſpected our paſſports, and liſtened to our 
wiſhes, very civilly offered to accommodate us 
as well as he could in his guard-room, or, if this 


_ propoſition were not agreeable, to ſend a ſer- 
jeant with us to knock up an inn. We were. 


grateful for his politeneſs, and begged to accept 


the latter, requeſting permiſſion to leave our 


baggage under his care until morning, which 
was complied with, and a ſerjeant was directly 


| ſent away with us. We had, however, but juſt 


paſſed one of the barriers of the dock-yard, 
when we were ſtopped by a municipality pa- 
trole, whe, notwithſtanding our conductor's ex- 


planations and remonſtrances, carried us all 


forthwith to their guard-houſe, and gave us to 


underſtand, that we muſt paſs the night there 
as well as we could. This treatment enraged 


us; and I bade them recollect that they were 
offering an unneceſſary indignity to a * Genera! 
9 ©, 
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ce * Anglais,” who had not entered Breſt without 
ample and ſufficient" authority, and who would 
certainly repreſent their interference and imper- 
tinence, on the next morning, to his friend Ad- 

miral Villaret, and the members of the conven- 
tion on miſſion here. This reſolute tone, to 
which the Admiral deſired me to give full force, 
had quickly its effect, and this Bourgeois collec- 
tion of tinkers and taylors thought proper to 
ſend us under an eſcort to a neighbouring inn; 

but ĩt was now become ſo late, that, after having 
knocked at the door for more than half an 
hour, we were obliged to return to the guard- 

| houſe, and take up our lodging there: the Ad- 
miral fitting up, on a bench, by the fire, and 
the two youngſters and I lying down on the 

guard-bed with the ſoldiers. 

In the morning we took our leave with very 
little ceremony, and repaired again to the inn, 
where we found admiſſion. After breakfaſting, 
and rendering our dreſs as decent as we could 
without our baggag e, we went, as we had been 

directed at Quimper, to the office of the mari- 
time agent, and produced our paſſports. He 
: revived us TY. Properly, and furniſhed us with 
6 tickets 
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tickets to ſhew in caſe of being gopped—an 
event not unlikely to happen to Engliſh of- 
ficers walking in their uniforms about the 
ſtreets of Breſt. Our next viſit was to Mon- 
ſieur Vilaret, whoſe reception of Admiral Bligh, 
and whoſe undeviating cond ut to us both whale 
we remained here, was friendly, polite, and flat- 
tering 1n the extreme. I had never before ſcen 
bim, and had now the honour to be introduced 
to him by Admiral Bligh, as his aid-de-camp. 
His frank and gentlemanlike manners at once 
won my eſteem. He appears to be between forty 
and fifty years old, is of an engaging counte- 
nance, well made, of a middle ſize, and has a 
military carriage. Upon hearing where we had 
left our baggage on the preceding evening, he 
directly diſpatched his own coxſwain for it, and 
it was brought to us ſafe and entire. But his 
goodneſs to me (as the friend of an officer 
whom he ſo highly reſpected for his gallant de- 
8 fence of his ſhip, as Admiral Bligh) muſt be 
particularly | ſtated to you. No ſooner was the 
predicament 1 in which I ſtood made known to 
him, than he offered his intereſt to back my ap- 
plication t to the repreſentatives; and inſiſted that 
P 4 we 
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we all ſhould immedistely fet out to their 
office to undertake 1 Upon our arrival there, 
we were introduced to one of them, Cham- 
peaux, an old man, who at Admiral Villaret's 
interceſſion conſented at once, without ſtarting a 
difficulty, to my being allowed to accompany 
my Admiral, and promiſed me a paſſport. 

Our only difficulty now was to find a con- 
veyance. Admiral Bligh therefore expreſſed a 
wiſh to his, friend that he might be ſuffered to 
hire a boat, which he would engage to ſend 
back immediately on being landed on the neareſt 
part of the Engliſh ſhore. This propoſition 
| (which, confidering the times, was rather of a 


delicate nature) was acceded to by Monſieur 


Villaret; who added, that he would take care 


that the ſhould be properly fitted and victualled 


for us: however in the afternoon a lucky oc- 
currence prevented us from putting his ge- 
nerous zeal to ſerve us to farther proof: — An 
American gentleman, who knew our ſituation, 
brought a little Daniſh maſter of a brig to our 
inn where we had dined (Admiral Villaret being 
engaged to the repreſentatives) with whom we 
preſently concluded an agreement for our paſs 

| ſage. 
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fage. As the Dane wiſhed to depart on the next 
day, it became again neceſſary to trouble Mon- 
fieur Villaret to urge the completion of our 
paſſports for ſailing out of the harbour; and for 
this purpoſe | he appointed to meet us at nine in 
the evening, at the houſe of the repreſentatives, 
Thither, at the' hour agreed upon, we repaired, 
and found him. He conducted us into a ſpa- 
cious garden, and introduced us to the repre- 
ſentatives, Topſent, Vernon, and Harmand, who 
received us with great eordiality; and when they 
learned that Admiral Bligh had been all day in 
town, chided Admiral Villaret for not having 
brought us with him to dine with them. Theſe 
15 gentlemen, however, declined taking any part 
in granting the paſſports until the arrival of 
their colleague Champeaux, who was momently 
expected. We, therefore, continued walking 
on the terrace, and converſing on general ſub- 
jects, which unavoidably led to the grand and 
only enquiry that ſeems to agitate the minds 
of Frenchmen : — the politics of the day, as 
connected with the revolution. They ſpoke in 
reſpectful terms of our national character, and 
pathetically lamented the war between England 
and 
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and France, calling it an unhappy and wide 
conteſt to both parties. It was, they ſaid, paſt 
human comprehenſion to account for the ceaſe- 
leſs implacable enmity between two nations, 
which by their valour, opulence, and. enlight- 
ened character, were fitted to hold the balance, 


and dictate the tranquillity of Europe. I liſtened 
in ſilence. Theſe men had no ſens-culottiſn 
about them, either in their manners, language, 


or dreſs; the two firſt were civil, moderate and 5 
correct, and the latter was gentlemanlike and 
reſpectable. Had it been my deſire, it was not 


my intereſt, to interrupt or oppoſe them. | 
ventured, however, once or twice to flightly 


demi at one of their propoſitions, in order to 
draw out their ſentiments mare tully; which oe- 
caſioned theſe words (from Vernon, I think) to 
be repeated with emphaſis, France will be a 
« republic ! and England neither ſhall, nor ought 
« 10, interfere. in our interual concerns.” This 
converſation made a deep impreſſion upon me, 


and was, I am confident, introduced in order 


that the Admiral (to whom I interpreted it) 
might communicate it on this {ide of the water, 


5 It differed but little from others which I had 


often 
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often heard on the ſame ſubject during my cap- 
tivity ; but the rank and fituation of the ſpeakers 
from whoſe lips it fell, render it memorable to 
me. —Finding that Champeaux did not come 

home, about ten o'clock we Tetired to our inn, 
being firſt given to underſtand, that 1 might be 
ſure of meeting him in his office at fix o'clock 
next morning, being the hour at which he al- 
ways entered upon buſineſs. 5 
At a few minutes before ſix on the following 
day I renewed my viſit, and waited but a ſhort 
time before I was admitted to Monſieur Cham- 
peaux. He was ſitting in his office, in an el- 
bow-chair, dreſſed in a flannel jacket abomi- 
nably filthy, and ſmoking a ſhort black pipe, 
exactly ſuch an one as the old women in Ire- 
land carry about in their mouths. It brought 
to my mind Sir William Temple's deſcriptions 
of thoſe old burgomaſters, who formerly, with 
ſo much plainneſs, wiſdom, and integrity, con- 
ducted the affairs of the Batavian republic. 1 
had no more reaſon to complain of my recep- 
tion now than on the preceding day. He told 
me that he did not wonder at my impatience, 
and that I ſhould wait for what J wanted only 
until 
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nail a clerk: ſhould- come in. „But, „ added 


he, © our clerks are faintants.” . Ah! thought 
I, if this honeſt gentleman could take a peep, 
at this early hour, into an Engliſh public office, 
where vigilance for the common weal never 


flumbers !—His affable com pliance removed a 


mountain from my mind. I naw took an op- 


portunity of preſenting Admiral Bligh's com- 
pliments to him, and requeſting, as an acknow- 


ledgment of his politeneſs, that he. would name 


ſome French officer, a priſoner in England, 
whoſe releaſe he might be intexeſted about, 


and that he might depend on his being ſent 


home. The old man bowed, and, recollecting 
himſelf for a moment, wrote down the name of 
a Quarter Maſter, who was taken in l' Atalante 
frigate, and is now in priſon at Kinſale in Ire- 


land, begging that I would give it to the Ad- 


miral with his thanks, and perfect reliance on 
his good faith. 1 continued to wait; but no 
elerk entering, although ſome other company 
did, I flipped out, and planted myſelf on the 
ſtair-caſe, where I had not remained long be- 


fore a grave ſober official-looking character 


came, forward. — n fir,” ſaid 1, © do yd 
8 belong 
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cc belocg to the office ?? Jes, citizen.“ —[ 
told him my buſineſs in few words, and having 
been ſimilarly ſituated in an Engliſh office, 
-when I begged his aſſiſtance, looked as if 1 
- -would be grateful. © Are you ſure, citizen, that 
« you have ſeen the repreſentative?” “Per- 
ec fectly ſure.” —< T he repreſentative Cham- 
c peaux? 0 Yes.” —< Then follow me, and 
your buſineſs ſhall 0 done.” With a bound- 
ing heart 1 accompanied him into his office. 
When he had finiſhed writing the paſſports, he 
took them in to the repreſentative to be ſigned 
and ſealed, and I amuſed myſelf as well as im- 
| patience, not unmingled with fear, left ſome un- 
foreſeen impediment ſhould be ſtarted, -would 
allow, by looking about the room in which I 
Vas leſt alone. Oppoſite the door was written, 
in large characters, Whatever ſervant of the 
4 republic ſhall accept of a ſee or gratuity, for 
<« tranſacting the public buſineſs, ſhall forfeit his 
ce place, and be farther-pugiſhed.” There was 
alſo ſtuck up on the wall a fatirical print of cer- 
tain characters among us, who ſhall be name- 
leſs, in very ludicrous attitudes and ſituations.— 
He ſoon enden with the paſſports completely 
executed, 
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executed, and preſented them to me, in ſuch a 
manner as convinced me, that to have offered a 

reward to him, for having ſimply. performed his 

duty, would have been conſtrued into an inſult, 
and perhaps have been attended with e 
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. we "Ilia: time in getting o on eg _ 
- urging-ovr departure from the port, which to 
our unutterable joy took place about eleven 
o' clock laſt Tueſday. A northerly wind pre- 
vented us from arriving here till yeſterday. 
The ſhortneſs of my reſidence in Breſt, and 
the ſtate of hurry and anxiety in which it was 
paſſed, almoſt preclude me from offering to you 
1 any remarks about it. It is very ſtrangely laid 
out, on theiſide of a hill, and long flights of ſteps 
connect different parts of the town. It is cer- 
tainly much larger than either Portſmouth or 
Plymouth, and contains ſome handſome. public 
buildings, excluſive of the naval arſepal, Which, 
vou may be ſure, I did not enter after the firſt 

Wl night, when it was too dark to make any obſer- 

i ö ; | ___ vations. The French are ſaid; to be making 

[| ; * igorous preparations here; but when we ran 

5 through 


wo On. Wh 


aa. - 


Arx From rue r. af 


vitough Breſt- Water, there were only nine or 

ten fair of the line ready, or nearly ready, for 
ſea. As we failed along, T'caft a look of ex- 
ultation ät my old jail La Normandie. At 
the harbour's mouth we were boarded by a 


guard boat, the "officer of which offered not 


Any intetrption to wag U hs our TO 


ports. 
I had almoſt 8 to mention chat 1 


we embarked we heard that Le F ranq, the 
captain of Le Marat, was caſhiered, for being a 
Nobeſpierriſt; and that he, with many others, 


was obliged to ſhew himſelf twice a day at che 
office of the municipality, as a caution againſt 
his elopement. We did not ſee him, and by 
no means thought him entitled to much com- 
miſeration.—Admiral Villaret gave us the infor- 
mation. 


To che civility of Mr. Ants the Ameri - 


can conſul, we were indebted, not only now, but 
when we were formerly at Breſt. My two old 
friends of the priſon-ſhip, on hearing of my 


arrival, found me out, and came to 15 with us 

at our inn. | 
Our expences ran very high during our ſhort 
ſtay 
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THE END. 


town in a week. Adieu. 


dinary, at fifteen l 
wine a 


-bottle ; every other ar 
extravagant. 
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